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S E R M O N VII. 


On Female Virtue, with Intellectual 
Accompliſhments, 


TIM. ii. 8, 9. -I vill that women 
adorn themſelves with Sobriety. 


PRO V. iv. 5, 6, 8, 9.—--Get Wiſdom, 
get Underſtanding. —=For/ake her not, 
and ſhe ſhall preſerve thee: love her, 
and ſhe ſhall keep thee.----Exalt hier, 
and ſhe ſhall promote thee .---She ſhall 
give to thy head an ornament of 


grace : a crown of glory ſhall ſbe de- 
liver to thee. 
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N the ſubject of Intellectu al A 
_compliinments much remains to 
be ſaid. -At a time when they are ne- 
glected by ſo many women, who, if they 
read at all, read only for a little tranſient 
amuſent ; they cannot, ſure, conſidering; 
thew importance, be inculcated too 
'ongly. IT hey may, it is true, be per- 
erted. What is there of the greateſt 
noment that may not? Becauſe works 
t only for the veil of darkneſs have been 


PTought in the face of day, docs. it fol- 
Vol. II. A 


2 SERMON VII. 


numerable are not ted to mankind 
from the reſplendent luminaries of Na- 
ture? Were thoſe extinguiſhed, what 


tudes of women, not to their being alto- 
gether unacquainted with the main out- 


ments in it, which certainly tend to ex- 


low, that light is not ſweet, or, that it 
« js not a pleaſant I for the eyes to 
c behold the ſun % or, that benefits in- 


were this world? And what, think ye, 
mult be that mind, where all is enveloped 
in a night of ignorance ! © For the foul 
“ (ſays Solomon) to be without know- 


© ledge is not good.” Of fo great a 
defect do we not ſee every day the un- 
happy conſequences in the conduct of 
both ſexes ? 


With reg ard to yours, my beloved 
ſiſters, Jam willing to impute much of 
the folly and miſery that involve multi- 


lines of their duty, traced, by the hand of 
God, on every heart, a a little more ora o 
little ef: clearly; but to their want of thai m 
reliſh for knowledge, and of thoſe attainW rc 


clude many temptations, and to fortit) 
againſt the influence of others. On thi 
account, I muſt again and again urge tht 
Culture of your Minds, Your Virtue, 


SERMON Vm. 3 
your Sobriety is intimately concerned in 
it. That ſhall be my firſt argument: Its 


connection with your dignity or figure 


in life ſhall be my ſecond; and, my third, 


fall turn on its uſefulneſs to promote 


your comfort and felicity : Conſiderations 


ſurely that merit your attention. I pray 
God to bleſs them for your improvement. 


I begin with ſhowing, that the Intel- 
lectual Accompliſhments briefly delineat- 


eld, in the preceding diſcourſe, will have a 
| tendency to exclude many temptations. 


To what dangerous reſources are the ge- 
nerality of young women driven by the 
love of pleaſure and amuſement ill direct- 
ed! Having formed no taſte for thoſe 
that ariſe from reading, writing, agree- 
able reflections, and rational converſa- 
tion, their paſſions, naturally ardent, fly, 


without previous examination, to every 


object which flatters that ardour by pro- 
miſing all the vivacity of joy. In this ca- 
reer, it is not difficult to conceive what 


ſnares may entrap Beauty, and what ha- 
bits may corrupt Innocence. When firſt 


entered on, it is very poſſible that no evil 

is intended. For that very reaſon none is 

ſuſpected; and this confidence betrays. 
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9 S ER MON VIII. 
When vice begins to unveil her daring 
front, Conſcience is ſtartled and ſhrinks 
from the monſter. But curioſity, op- 
portunity, importunity; the flatteries of 
ſelf-deceit; the dreams of youthful fancy; 
the bias of faſhion; the fear of banter, 
ſhould they venture to oppoſe; all theſe 
concur with the powers of darkneſs in 
miſleading the poor unexperienced ad- 
venturers: and to courſes of which the 
bare idea filled them at a diſtance with 
Horrour, familiarity at laſt reconcilesthem; 
IF not, jo far as to procure real or cho- 
rough approbation, far enough, howover 
to engage perſeverance attended with a 
feeling of remorſe that gradually abates, 
till they are often inextricably entangled 
in a thicket of guilt and wretchedneſs. 
What numbers of miſerable beings are 
now loſt there, whole firſt deviations were 
becaſioned by nothing more than a deſire 
of eſcaping from inactivity or dulneſs, to 
ſomething that might divert or employ ! 


But, had an early love 'of books prevent- 


ed this Iangour, by furniſhing at home a 


_. Harmleſs and varied entertainment, ſuch 


as was adapted to give play even to the 
lvelieſt imagination, there had been evi» 
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dently much leſs inducement to ſeek it 
abroad; and many a ſoul, that is, at this 


day, hurrying on to deſtruction, might 
probably, in that cafe, have been walk 


ing with Wiſdom and Happineſs. Nor, 
would I have you think, that I ſpeak of 
thoſe only who have broke through all 
the reſtraints of decorum. There are a 
thouſand tracks leading to ſm and wo, 
beſides that infamous road, to which the 
hand of public cenſure is pointed. 


The ſuppoſing, indeed, ſo wide a di- 0 


ſtance between the extremities of guilt. 


| and its intermediate ſtages, is among the 
| molt natural miſtakes of a mind deſtitue 
of knowledge. Of this internal light, 


one of the great advantages is, to throw 


ſuch illumination on virtue and vice, 


through all their eſſential, and even many 
of their minute diſtinctions, as to make 


chem be diſcerned with clearneſs and felt 
| with conviction; while there riſe up to 
| view nameleſs beauties in holineſs, and 
| nameleſs deformities in ſin, that paſs un- 
| heeded by the dim inattentive eye of an 
| underſtanding uninformed. This delt- 
| cacy of perception alone, in a breaſt not 


yet corrupted by evil cuſtom, will create 


2 
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s SERMON VI. 
a ſalutary dread of many purſuits and 
connections that often prove exceedingly 


Hurtful. In general, it ſeems obvious, 


that by how much more we are acquaint- 
ed with our duty, ſo much the juſter ap- 
prehenſions we ſhall have of its impor- 
tance, and ſo much the greater capacity 
for performing it. 


But, the grand uſe of an affection for 


knowledge, as to the point before us, is 
that of preventing idleneſs and diſſipa- 
110n, which it certainly does, where ſuch 
affection is properly regulted; and thiscan- 
not be repeated too frequently, nor preſſ- 
ed too powerfully. The human mind 
was made for acton. In virtuous action 
conſiſts its higheſt enjoyment. It will 
not, it cannot continue long unemployed ; 
eſpecially during the ſprightly ſeaſon of 
youth. Even feeble age finds its principal 
delight in recollecting the days of juvenile 
activity, and rehearſing the enterpriſcs 
which diſtinguiſhed that happy period. 
But now there are many young ladies, 
whole ſituation does not fupply a ſphere of 
domeſtic exerciſe, ſufficient to fillap that 
part of their time, which is not necetjarily 
appropriated to female occupations and 
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SER MO N VII. - 
innocent amuſements. What then ſhall 
they do with it, or with themſelves, if 
books be not called in to their aſſiſtance ? 
Purſue the enquiry into your own minds. 
Many of you, alas! are but too well 


qualified to purſue it, can but too well 


imagine the inſipid, fooliſh, and even per- 
nicious expedtents, which, under thoſe 
circumſtances, are daily practiſed for . 
ing time and thought. 

In truth, it cannot appear ſarpeiſin g to 
ſee thoſe, 11 555 have no notion of internal 
entertainment, hunting after faſhionable 
diverſions. For my part, I am only ſur- 
priſed when thoſe, who, from a better e- 
ducation, have had opportunities of know- 
mg what an extent and diverſity of ideas 


and imagery, of information the moſt 


grateful to the mind, and of deſcription 
the moſt affecting to the heart, may be 
found in a well choſen library; when ſuch, 
I fay, do yet prefer, to all this, the ho 
lowneſs and dulneſs which infeparably at- 


tend a perpetual tram of public amuſe- 


ments, or private viſiting. 
But, I am inclined to hope, that a pre- 
ference fo unjuſt and unwiſe is ſeldom 


made by thoſe laſt mentioned; that they 


3 SERMON VIII. 
who have taſted the pleaſure of converſing 
timately with the beſt authors livin g _ 
af ; and, from this happy commerce, 
have ited an intellectual turn, will 
not be often tempted to mingle with the 
unthinking croud. When, for the ſake 
of unbending the mind more entirely, and 
avoiding any unneceſſary air of ſingula- 
rity, they do at any time join it, the ſame 
turn will contribute to preſerve them from 
the ſeduction of vice and folly. 
It is not to be denied, that, from the 
head to the heart the diſtance, in a moral 
reckoning, is often immenſe; that, be- 


tween fublimity of idea and elavation of 


conduct, there is no neceſſary connection; 
that the fineſt ſentiments and the groſſeſt 
paſſions have been obſerved to meet in 
the ſame mind ; that our Firſt Mother was 
betrayed by the pride of knowing; and 
that the height of capacity in Lucifer, 
only increaſed the fall of that ſun of the 
morning. All tlus is true: but ſhall we 
hence infer, that the deſire of knowledge 
well directed, and wiſely applied, is not 
bkely to produce any worthy impreſſions : 

Imagine two young ladies, of whom 
one delights in elegant and virtuous ſtu- 


a EL Gn DI. OK Eee 25 2664 
J 


3 2 22 8 es FE TEST ELD * 0 
Rc 9 PPC 


Foe. — Land wn Of th. 


— g - 


N 


„ 5m 


a+ I 7 


SERMON VII. 9 
dies, the other in faſhionable idleneſs: 
Will you ſay that the former is equally in 
danger with the latter of deſcending to 
vulgar or to vicious pleaſures? As fami- 
# larity with perſons of refined manners 
. may be expected to communicate a cor- 

3 D refinement: Is it not probable, 
That intimacy with the moſt beautiful 
. compoſitions will, in the ſame way, um 
bart a beauty to the ſoul? And, is chere 
not ground to believe, that this will make 
her who is poſſeſſed of it aſhamed to 
allow herſelf in any thing unhandfome ; 
even as it is reaſonable to ſuppoſe, that. 
| ſhe who has been genteely bred will diſ- 
; dain the thought of a low behaviour? 
* g Or, becauſe the natural tendency of things 
nis ſometimes crofled, will ye ſay, that it 
bs, therefore, deſtroyed ? Have ye not. 
heard that a rule is not overthrown, but. 
rather confirmed by exceptions? Young 
people, we know, are often corrupted by 
bad books; and have we not Iikewiſe 
e I known them improved by good ones? 
»t She muſt be depraved and ſunk indeed, 
s who, from contemplating the majeſty and . 
n I happineſs of Virtue in the beſt examples, 
together with the meanneſs and miſery of 


10 SERMON VIII. 5 
Vice in the worſt that hiſtory or poetry | 
holds up to view, can go away, and, in | 
her own deportment, counteract imme- 
_ Ciately the feelings of love and admura- 
tion for the one, of contempt and ab- 

 Horrence for the other; which objects of I | 
this kind mutt unavoidably awaken. She, ; 
I 

t 


again, who ſhould not perceive herſelf 
prompted to à prudent and amiable de- 
meanour, or guarded againſt the contrary, W t 
by thoſe pictures of diſcretion and excel- Nr 
| lence on one hand, of levity and worth- | 
lefſneſs on the other, with which ſenti- 7 
mental and moral writers abound, muſt e 
be abſolutely void of decency or of re- ö l 
flection. To inſtance but in one ſubject N 7 
more; ſhe, muſt be wholly given up to 
trifles, that can purſue them with the ſame 
fondneſs, after having her imagination 
raiſed, and. all her faculties expanded, by 
thoſe wonderful repreſentations of the 
works of God, which are contained in 


many books of Philoſophy and Geogra- f 
phy, Voyages and Travels. in 
But now repreſent to yourſelves a young in 
lady whoſe underſtanding is utterly un- o 
cultivated. What is there to correct her cc 


paſſions, or to govern her practice? What {© v 


TER MON YU. 13 
is there to direct her in her choice of com- 
panions and diverſions ; to guard her a- 
gainſt the follies of her own ſex, and the 
arts of ours; in ſhort, to prevent her fall- 


7 ing into any or every ſnare that is or may 
be laid for her? Suppoſe her to have re- 
ceived from Nature the ſeeds of common 
E ſenſe; do theſe require no attention to 
> raiſe them ? or, is this molt uſeful plant 
to be reared without the aid of expe- 
| rience ? But where, or how, is that to 
| be obtained by a girl? Mult the diſcover 
the wiles and wikedneſs of hbertmes by 
converſing with them!? Muſt ſhe learn 
| how to defend againſt danger, by having 
run into it; or, how to avoid the blandith- 
| ments of pleaſure, by having felt its bit- 
| terneſs? By men, the knowledge of the 
| world is commonly gathered init. Very 
| different from the ſituation of women is 
| theirs in this reſpect; and they, it is to 
| be apprehended, often purchaſe a little 


wiſdom at a great expence. By entering 


| into any company that tempts, engaging 


in any friendſhip that offers, or accepting 
of almoſt any creature that happens to 
court them; it is but too well known 


what miſchiefs a number of our young 


15 SERMON MI. 

gentlmen incur. A female that acts 
upon the ſame plan is loſt; and ſhe who 
would effectually eſcape difhonour and re- 


morſe, reproach and ridicule, muſt endea- 


vour to know the world from books, to 
collect experience from thoſe who have 
bought it, and to ſhun miſconduct herſelf 
by ohſerving the calamities it has occaſion- 
ed to others. But I ſaid, 
Secondly, That Mental Acquiſitions 
were of importance to your dignity and 
figure in life. Conſider, my dear ſiſters, 
how many women are, in a diſcerning 
eye, leſſened by their extravagant attach- 
ment to dreſs and toys, to equipage and 
oſtentation; in a word, to all the gaudy 
apparatus of female vanity, together with 
the endleſsly ridiculous, no leſs than fre- 
quently fatal conſequences which theſe 
draw after them. Conſider how trite and 
childiſh men of ſenſe muſt neceſſarily 
deem thoſe arts, that are daily practiſed 
on our ſex by multitudes of yours; not 
to ſpeak now of worſe enticements. Con- 
ſider the emptineſs, inſipidity, and in- 
elegance of their converſation---hqw con- 
temptible ! Above all the reſt, conſider, 
the jealouſy and envy, the mean ſuſpicion 


K 
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SER MON 8 
and ſhameful malignity to which we have 
ſeen the female breaſt enſlaved, and fre- 
© quently on the ſlighteſt foundation, fre- 
& quently on no foundation at ali-—how de- 
| baſing! Now from theſe evils the love of 
letters, with that liberal caſt of thought 
which they are naturally calculated to 
give, would, I am perſuaded, be one pow- 
erful preſervative. 3 
A young woman ſo worthily and ſo 
| happily engaged, will not find leiſure for 
| unneceſſary trifles and idle parade: or, if 
it were poſſible ſhe ſhould, a conſcious 
| ſuperiority will enable her very much to 
deſpiſe them. Endowed with her powers 
| of pleaſing, ſhe will not find herſelf re- 
| duced to the little tricks played off by 
many of her ſex. In the company of her 

friends, ſhe muſt ever appear with pecu- 
lar advantage. Inother companies, where 
lhe leaſt thinks of appearing, an agree- 
able tincture of intelligence, an eaſy cor- 
rectneſs of expreſſion, if it ſhould be pro- 
per for her to take any part in the diſ- 
ourſe, will ſtill diffuſe themſelves. Per- 
Paps too, ſhe will deliver herſelf with a 
graceful though modeſt freedom. Her 
letters, or any other compoſition that may 
ein,. | 
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14 SERMON VIII. 
fall from her pen, will be read with parti- 
cular eagerneſs and approbation; her cor- 
reſpondence will be prized as an honour, 
and her acquaintance courted as a privi- 
lege; attention will hang upon her words 
and reſpect follow in her train. Such a 
woman will know how to entertain and 
charm beyond the duraion of an hour. 
Is it carrying our ideas too far to ſay, that, 
mall probability, an emanation of ſenti 
ment and ſpirit will be viſible in her air 
and manner, that her mind will radiate in 
her eyes? It may not always, but it will 
often. With regard to thoſe vile paſſions 
before mentioned, which ariſe from rival- 
ſhip in dreſs, beauty and the like; as ſhe 
has learnt to value herſelf on better things 
thanthe laſt, the firſt, by conſequence, will 
not have the ſame hold of her ſoul: be- 
ſides, I ſuppoſe her to have acquired an en- 
largement and generoſity, which nothing 
— books, or knowledge of the world, 
or the principles of granine piety, can in- 
ſpire. 
Of che two latter the operation is in 
ſome reſpects defective, without the con- 
currence of the former. How improving 
ſoever an acquaintance with life may be 
f;üound on ſome cms; there are in- 


* 
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ſtances in which it will hurt the feelings 
of the heart, if theſe be not from time 
to time ſoftened and cheriſhed by the 
more ſoothing repreſentation of men and 
things ſupplied by authors of a candid 
ſtrain. It is alſo to be remembered, that, 
in matters of religion, a zeal without 
| knowledge has been often deſtructive, and 
is always hurtful. But, ſuppoſe no ſuch 
8 zeal to take place; ſuppoſe that meekneſs, 
as it certainly ought, makes a part, and a 
large one too, of the pious character in 
| any woman; yet without the ſeaſonings 
of a good underſtanding, without ſome- 
thing of that ſalt and poignancy which 
are derived from writers of taſte and 
| learning, there will ariſe, in repeated in- 
| tercourſe, a ſameneſs and a flatneſs that 
| muſt diminiſh eſteem, though they may 
not deſtroy affection. Add to this, that, 
on a variety of ſubjects, ignorance will 
Inevitably produce a poorneſs and vul- 
garity of thinking, which, to perſons 
whoſe views are nobler, will be rather 
diſguſtful " 

In truth, the acquiſitions we recom- 
mend would prevent or cure molt of thoſe 
bitle pre cjudices and kttle paſſions Whicir £ 

W . | 
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often hurt the ſex in the opinion of their 
beſt friends. Not to inſit on what has 
been mentioned more than once, their 
aſtoniſhing prepoſſeſſion in favour of pu- 
blic places, greatly owing to their want of 
ſometling rational and agreeable to em- 
ploy them at home; what ſhall we ſay of 
that abſurd partiality which they frequent- 
Iy ſhow for well dreſſed fops, who pretend 
indeed to admire them, but are too frivo- 
lous and conceited to admire any, in good 
earneſt, but themſelves ? Surely a well in- 


formed underſtanding would enablewomen | 


to deſpiſe ſuch inſignificance, and to give 
the preference to merit and modeſty in a 
plain habit. = Es 
To what ſhall we chiefly impute that 
female curioſity which has been ſo long, 
and, in moſt inſtances, fo juſtly a. topic 
of ſatire ?: Is it poſſible that women could 
ſhow ſuch amazing eagerneſs to be ac- 
quainted with every minute particular 
in the life, character, dreſs, fortune and 
circumſtances of others, did they poſſeſs a 
fund of domeſtic entertainment and liberal 
converſaton ? The original principle, by 
receiving a right direction, might certainly 
be turned into a rich ſource of improve- 
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ment, that would ſpread increaſing luſtre 
around you. 
That nel alſo to be aſtoniſned, 
? alarmed, affrighted at trifling 3 
E imaginary evils, or natural events ever ſo 
& little unuſual, which, when carried far, 
and frequently er makes a young 
woman appear quite filly, is often the 
effect of ſhallowneſs. Ignorance is prone 
to admire ; and admiration readily ſwells 
into ap aſſion or ſinks into a pannic: where- 
as an enlightned mind is ſeldom wrought 
up to exſtaſy, and ſeldom overwhelmed 
| by terrour. 
© The ſame reaſoning will hold a rela- 
| tion to the incapacity of keeping a ſecret, 
| with which your ſex have been ſo oftenre- 
| proached. "Thoſe inſignificant females,. 
| who are deſtitute of better ideas, will be 
| naturally tempted to give themſelves an 
air of conſequence by communicating; e- 
very piece of information which they hap- 
pen to receive under the notion of ſecrecy. 
But the acquiſition of valuable knowled ge 
helps to remove this temptation, by con- 
ferring real importance, as well as * ſup- 
Phing fitter converſation. 


Again, were women to contemplate tlie 
= % UF h 
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fatal conſequences of avarice, ambition, 
vanity, luxury, „the violence of love, and 
the fury of revenge, as appearing in the 
ruin of families, the devaſtation of pro- 
vinces, and the fall of empires; is there 
not reaſon to hope, they would be leſs 
dazzled with thoſe objects, and leſs af- 
fected by thoſe Stains: that are apt to 
fomemt ſuch propenſities: - propenfities 
which, though in their caſe not ſo con- 
ſequential to others, are yet many times 
extremely degrading, as well as pernicious 
to themſelves. 

And vith regard to that ignoble difpoſi- 
on toſcandal, by manydeemed one of the 
characteriſtic blemiſhes of your ſex; you 
could not poſſibly indulge it ſo often, were 
you furniſhed with a ſufficient compaſs of 
obſervation. and ſentiment, on ſubjects 
much more innocent, and furely not leſs 
intereſting—-Not lefs intereſting, did I 

{ay ! How, in the name of God! are you 
concerned with the faults of thoſe with 
whom you have no connection ? or what 
call have you to remark upon them, far- 
ther than may be neceſſary to guard your- 
ſelves orothers againſt their contagion, or 
their conſequences ? Are you, vain of the 
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wit and Vivacity which you diſplay, or 
fancy you diſplay, on ſuch occaſions? Ah, 
what fuperiour honour would ye acquire 

from candour, ſweetneſs, and ſelf correc- 


tion! But thoſe qualities are the off- 


ſpring of ſelf-knowledge, and a compre- 


bhenſion of what is truly beautiful and be- 
coming in life. Let me perfuade you, my 
beloved pupils, with all your improve- 
| ments, with all your gettings, to get“ 
| theſe two eſſential parts of Underſtand- 
| © ing.” From them will reſult benefits 
| innumerable : this among the reſt ; they 


will prevent I know not what affectations, 


by which many a pretty fool of your ſex is 
daily expoſed. 


But why be at all this pains? On 
theſe-points you are under no kind of ap- 


prehenſion; confident that, where-ever 


you appear, you cannot fail of command- 
ing regared; ſure that, whenever you are 
pleaſed to open thofe hps, which you have 


heard ſo frequently praiſed, every ear will 


be attentive, and every heart allured. In- 
deed! Are ye very confident, very fare? | 
-—Take care you be not difappointed .. 

It is my duty to tell you, whether you 
8 peeve it or no, that I have known. | 


81 SERMON VIII. 

fatal conſequences of avarice, ambition, 
vanity, luxury, the violence of love, and 
the fury of revenge, as appearing in the 
ruin of families, the devaſtation of pro- 
vinces, and the fall of empires; is there 
not reaſon to hope, they would be leſs 
dazzled with thoſe obj jects, and leſs af- 
fected by thoſe occaſions, that are apt to 
foment ſuch propentities * — propenfities 
which, though in their caſe not ſo con- 
: ſequential to others, are yet many times 
extremely degrading, as well as pernicious 
to themſelves. 

And with regard to vv 1 ignoble 4 01. 
tion toſcandal, by manydeemed one of the 
characteriſtic Mexnlthes of your ſex; you 
could not poſſibly indulge it ſo often, were 
you furniſhed with a ſufficient compaſs of 
_ obſervation. and ſentiment, on fubjects 
much more innocent, and ſurely not leſs 

mtereſting-—-Not lefs intereſting, did | 
{ay ! How, in the name of God! are you 
concerned with the faults of thoſe with 
whom you have no connection ? or what 
call have you to remark upon them, far- 
ther than may be neceſfary to guard your- 
ſelves orothers againſt their contagion, or 
thcir conſequences ? Are you, vain of the 
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wit and vivacity which you diſplay, or 
fancy you diſplay, on ſuch occaſions? Ah, 


what fuperiour honour would ye acquire 


from candour, ſweetneſs, and {elf correc- 


tion! But thoſe qualities are the off- 


ſpring of ſelf-knowledge, and a compre- 


henſion of what is truly beautiful and be- 


| coming in life. Let me perfuade you, my 
f beloved pupils, with all your improve- 


ments, ** with all your gettings, to get“ 


| theſe two eſſential parts of Underſtand- 
ing.“ From them will refult benefits 
innumerable: this among the reſt ; they 
will prevent I know not what e 
by which many a pretty fool of your ſex is 
daily expoled. 
But why be at all this pains? On 


theſe-points you are under no kind of ap- 


| prehenſion ; confident that, where-ever 


you appear, you cannot fail of command- 
ing regared ; ſure that, whenever you are 
pleaſed to openthofe hps, which you have 


heard ſo frequently praiſed, every ear will 


be attentive, and every heart allured. In- 


deed! Are ye very confident, very ſure? 


Take care you be not difappointed.. 


It is my duty to tell you, whether you 
vil belive it or no, that I have known. | 
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many a man, who, w the company, 


of woman, has applauded that which 
he inwardly deſpiſed ; and, with hypocri- 
tical rapture liſtened to nonſenſe, where 
the ſpeaker was handſome. Obſequiouſ- 
neſs and adulation will attend on youth 
and beauty. But can you be contented 
with an incenfe ſo cheap; an incenſe 
offered to a face or to a ſhape alone; an 
Incenſe that does not riſe from the has 
of the heart; an incenſe, in fine, that is la- 
viſhed, with. an undiſtinguiſhing hand, on 
every inſignificant image that happens to 
be caſt in a regular mould, and coloured 
with a mixture of white ae red? Where, 
alas! is your delicacy? Have you no in- 
gienuous pride? Are you ſo very vain, 
(pride and vanity are different things), ſo 
very ignorant, after all the admonitions 


you have received, as ſtill to, conſtrue flat- 


tery into approbation , and ſmiles into at- 
tachment ? But, I intreat you, reflect. 


When beauty and youth are gone, and go 
they will---what then ? Why, then, allthis 


| aAWatjon and obſequiouſneſs will vaniſh 
with them; and, if you be not atlorned 
with attractions more ſubſtantial and dure- 


= able, into what neglected things wil 7 


have the mortification to nk. 


nag t 
el 
LAS 
* 
(Es 
N 
38 
rt 
> BY 
fot 
33 4 
< Wt » 
£ 
-3t 5 
8 
BS 
89% 
Th 
, 
. | 
5X 
i» 
2 


SER MON VIL 27 
An Accompliſhed Woman can never 
become an object of neglect; ſhe muſt 


always remain an object of diſtinction 
amongſt her acquaintance. hen ſhe 


| was young, ſhe might pleaſe more: but, 


as even. then ſhe pleaſed chiefly by her 


mind, ſhe will therefore continue to pleaſe 


ſtill. The diſcerning Few at leaſt will 


I diſcover in her, beauties which neither 
| the inroads of age, nor the ravage of ſick- 
| neſs, can deface. When * declined in- 
„to the vail of years,“ ſhe will ſtill, 
from the ſuperiority of her character, 
| ſtand forth an exalted figure. Senſe and 
| capacity, joined to worth and ſweetneſs, 
| are exempted from the condition of all 
things elſe; which is to loſe their influ- 
| ence, when they loſe their novelty, 
| © The ornamentof grace which Wiſdom 
| * ſhall give to thy head, will not appear 


with leſs real luſtre, when infirmity ſhall 


| cauſe that head to ſhake. © The crown 


*.of glory which ſhe ſhall deliver to 
* thee,” will, in Reaſon's eye, receive 
new dignity from grey hairs : or rather, 


| according to our inſpired author, thoſe 


66 


wy 


grey hairs ar e themſelves 4 2 crown 
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e of glory, being found in the way of 
© righteouſneſs.” 
Do you know a woman far advanced in 
fe, but yet farther in virtue and under- 
ſtanding ; who with mild inſinuation em- 
ploys them to render wiſe and happy 
thoſe about her, eſpecially the young ; 
who for ſuch in particular makes every 
Kind allowance, not forgetting thoſe early 
days, when ſhe too ſtood in need of in- 
dulgence ; who, when her health will 
permit, takes pleaſure in ſeeing herſelf 
ſurrounded by a circle of youth inno- 
cently gay, condeſcending even to mix 


in their little ſports, and by a graceful 


complacency of look, and pleaſing re- 
mainder of ancient. ban; to encourage 


and promote their harmleſs a === 
Do you know ſuch a woman? Then 


ſpeak your opinion freely. Will this 
_ youthful circle be in any danger of 
deſpiſing her, becauſe ſhe is old? On 
the contrary, will they not contend 
with one another, who ſhall pay her 
| moſt veneration, who ſhall ſtand higheſt 
in her affection ? Can you conceive a 
character more reſpectable, and at the 
fame time more amiable ? What i 


there good or excellent, to which ſhe 
| will not have it in her power to win 
; them 

| And now think of a decayed beauty, 
| who in. the height of her bloom, and the 
| career of her conqueſts, truſted ſolely to 
| that bloom, and never dreamt of ſecuring 


thoſe conqueſts, ſuch as they were, by 
any thing more ſold and abiding. Inex- 


| preſſibly mortified that both are at an end, 
ſhe would fain, if poſſible, keep up the 
appearance of them ſtill. How? By a 
conſtrained vivacity, by a juvenile dreſs, 
by that affectation of allurement and im- 
portance, which we ſo readily pardon | in 
the prime of life; but which, in its de- 
cline, is univerſally condemned as auk- 
Vard and unnatural. Place her in the 
young aſſembly we have juſt ſuppoſed : 3 
There let her endeavour to ſparkle, as in 
of che days of old; there let her lay traps 
0 for admiration amidſt the wrinkles of 
age. How ludicrous, and how melan- 


Choly at the ſame moment ! What girl, 
or what boy of them all, will not be 


truck with thei impropriety? Every mark 


ag decay, every ſymptom of change, will 
e traced and examined with acuteneſt , 


_ 5 — 
— 


No Part of her figur 
not a ſingle ſlip in "4 behaviour for given: : 
Whereas, if warned by the effects of time, 
ſhe prudently gave up to her jumors, all 
competition of looks and ſhow, and 
ſtudied only to make herſelf agreeable by 
her converſation and manners; there is 
ſcarcely one of thoſe little critics that 
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No, my young friends, nothing can ſave 


If ſhe be married, and to a man of toler- 
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e-will be overlooked; 


would ever, reflect upon her years, or 
that would” not be delighted with her 
good ſenſe and obliging deportment —— 


you from contempt at that period, if 


during this you be not at pains to im- . 
prove your minds. She who is, ſhall, in 
one ſenſe, and that the beſt, be always . 


young. 

If ſhe ſhould continue ſin ot, and her 
ſituation, or her choice, ſhould lead her to 
cultivate but few acquaintance, among| 
them ſhe muſt ever be loved and valued. 


able judgment, with tolerable temper, he 
will count himſelf happy in ſuch an aſſo- 
ciate; he will even be proud of thoſe 
talents in her which do honour to his 
election. I have always remarked, that 


women of N and ele * have 


\ 
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poſſeſſed the hearts of their huſbands in 
a degree which is not common; I mean, 
where thoſe huſbands had any worth or 
diſcernment. You will caſily imagine, 
that I ſuppoſe the women in queſtion too 
viſe, and too excellent, to affect ſupe- 
| nority; or not to give their partners all 
the credit and conſequence poſſible on 
every occaſion. Between men and wo- 
men there is ſeldom any rivalſhip in 
what relates merely to intellect; nor are 
| the former ever much hurt by 09 con- 
ſcious inferiority in that reſpect, where the 
latter do not ſhow chemſelves, eſpecially 
before company, arrogant or pretending. 
I muſt not forget to ſubjoin how much 

mne Mental Improvements, now enforced, 
vill contribute to adorn and animate the 
companion, to direct and dignify the 
miſtreſs, to accompliſh the mother and 
the friend, to ſpread a charm over the 
whole matrimonial ſtate, and to reheve 
thoſe duller hours that are apt to ſteal 
Dn the moſt del — condition of hu- 
anity. 

Nor can I Aſif this part of the. ar- 
pament, . without mentioning what has 


ften appeared to me, one very remark» 
Vo L, It, C 
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able inſtance, among many that luſtor y 
records, of the tranſcendent power to cap- 
tivate and preſerve eſteem, which Intel- 
Jectual Accompliſhments, worthily ex- 
erted, confer upon a woman. It is that 
of Madan Maintenon, the celeliented fa- 
vourite and wife of Lewis the Fourteenth. 
This monarch, born with ſtrong; pre- 
penſitles to pleaſure, bred m its very lap, 
indulged from the beginning in all his 
paſſions, early poſſeſſed of unlimited power, 
conſtantly accuſtomed to the moſt exqui- 
lite flattery, formerly drunk with ſuccels 
and glory, always courted by the female 
ſex with every art, that beauty, wit, or 
ambition could dee in his inter vburſ 
with them ſtill addicted to novelty and 

N change this very monarch, not yet ar- 
rived at the age of faty,. in full health, 
environed with all the ſplendour of a mol! 
brilliant court, read in little elſe beſide 
comedies and — finds in the conver- 
ſation of that lady, whoſe origin was not 
bigh, whoſe fortuneshad been always lou, 
and who was now older than himſelf by 
ſeveral years-—finds, Iſay, in her-convc: 
ſation ' ſuch innocence, ſuch ſweetnels 5 
ſach unequialled charms of taſte and i A 
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telligence, as induced him to break off 
every engagement of a voluptuous kind, 
and to enter with her into the moſt ho- 
nourable of all connexions; in which he 
appears to have maintained his fidelity. 
to the laſt. Madam Maintenon had from 

ber youth improved herſelf by reading, 
and the beſt company, whom her beauty 


and talents drew about her, in a country 
5 where the ſociety of the women is much. 
5 more regarded than in this. Lewis was 
1- firſt attracted by the extraordinary ſpirit 
15 and elegance of her letters; and then ab- 
le ſolutely fixed by her ſentiments, her at- 


or eee , and her ſubmiſſion. Tlieſe were 
rc a balm to his ſoul, tormented by domeſtic, 
perſonal, and political chagrins. In theſe 
he obtained a relief from that wearineſs 
and wretchedneſs, which the pomps and . 
pleaſures of the world had ſerved only to 
increaſe, while they promiſed: to prevent 
or cure them. We do not fund that this 
illuſtrious lady was fond of faſhionable 
diverſions; her books and her work were 
the principal amuſements of her leiſure. 

But it is time to proceed to our laſt 
point, namely, the uſefulneſs of Mental 
Acquiſitions to your comfort and felicity. 

. 0 2 
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And here it is worthy your obſervation, 
that the Moſt High, having formed bis 
[ft rational offspring for a happineſs more re- 
Ut fncdand noble than the indulgence of the 
| * ſenſes alone, has wiſely made the grati- 
fications ariſing from thence in a great 


meaſure momentary. To prolong; theſe 
mferiour enjoyments, is the laborious taſk 
of the flaves of appetite and fancy m 


\ Jeague with each other. But, as it is un- 
dertaken in oppoſition to the deſign of the 
5 Almighty, and proſecuted in defiance of 


his laws, it muſt ever be vam. They 


only fatigue themſelves in the attempt. 


From efforts beyond her ſcope and powers, 


Nature will always recoil. Satiated with 


external pleaſures, ſhe turns inward. Ex- 


: periencing there a void, which the whole 
lyſtem of matter cannot fill, ſhe is prompt- 


ed by an innate ambition to aſpire after 
higher objects. Her Spiritual faculties, 


and Divine extraction, point her to the 


world of ideas. From hence, and from 
what may be called the Commerce of 


Minds, ſhe wiſhes to derive her chief 
 Fatisfaction. But you will eaſily Conceive, 


that ſuch commerce cannot be carried on 


to any extent, nor with any variety, 


SERMON VIII. 29 
without a competent ſtore of the goods 
proper to it; thoſe, I mean, which ex- 
perience and reflection, genius and rea- 
ſoning, diſcourſe and memory, have ac- 
cumulated and laid up in the writings of 
different ages, as in ſo many convenient 
repoſitories, for the uſe of all who are 
willing to avail themſelves of this better 
wealth. Thoſe who are not, muſt ne- 
ceſſarily labour under much interns] 
poverty. Accordingly, how do they 
ſtrain to ſupply the needful demands of 
) WW converſation, when in company; and, 
| when alone, how do they ſtruggle to 
elude, becauſe they cannot content, the 
cravings of the immortal mind ! Te the 
want of this proviſion, and the incapa- 
| city of ſuſtaining the weight of their own 
| ſpirits preſſing upon them in ſolitude , 
mult we not principally impute their im- 
patience for all mannerof entertainments, 
that may help to fill up the painful blanks 
of time, without any conſiderable expence 
of that which they can leaſt afford 
thought ? But this expedient is merely 
te mporary. : and extremely imperfect. 
Diverſion long continued is drudgery; 


BY and {ll the foul falls back upon herfelf. 
£2. 
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Now, if in the intervals of leiſure you 
can with reliſh repair to books, you need 
never be at a loſs. You may happily 
avoid, if you will, the toils of reſtleſs 
amuſement, and the ſighs of immoderate 


mirth. Excuſe this laſt expreſſion. Have 
you not ſometimes proved the truth of 
Solomon's remark, that even in laugh- 


© ter the heart is ſorrowful !'” Have you 
not now and then perceived a ſigh to ſteal 


from you, when oppreſſed and exhauſted 


by frequent burſts of merriment ?—-If 
ihe who is in love with reading ſhould, 
on particular occaſions, be led into ſcenes 
of that kind, with what redoubled ardour 


will ſhe return to filence and ſtudy 


From the noiſe, buſtle, and barrenneſs 


of modern converſation, with what ex- 


alted pleaſure will ſhe betake herſelf to 
the ſociety of the celebrated dead, or of 
admired authors yet alive; he all is 


fill, ferene and delightful ! After be- 
ing diſguſted with the nauſeous, or the 


meagre diet ſerved up in moſt companies, 


where low ſcandal, or mere town- talk, 
ſupphy the place of urbanity and ſenſe; 
how rich and regaling will We find that 


repaſt, which her 88 is alas ready 


to furniſh! 


SERMON VIII. x 


of a lighter or more ſolid ſubſtance, a- 
greeable to her preſent inclination ; at 
the ſame time that nothing is forced up- 


ly to vary the entertainment as often and 
as much as ſhe pleaſes, but alſo to riſe 
| from it whenever ſhe will. Hiſtorians, 
| Philoſophers, Orators and Poets, the beſt 


are ever prepared to gratify, without con- 
ſtraint or ceremony, her intellectual taſte. 


ir rence, which at any time ſhe may be diſ- 
| WW poſed to make. She can never intrade 


f upon them at an improper ſeaſon, nor 
x- WW appear to leave them with abruptneſs: 


And when ſhe does leave them, inſtead 


of Jof room for uneaſy retroſpect, the man- 
is ner in which ſhe has been employed will 


be productive of ſelf-approbation. She 
will feel her ſoul nouriſhed and ſtrength- 
ened, her ſpirits cheered and elevated, 


of life ſhe will go about with freſſi reſo- 
lution, and a quicker comprehenſion of 
what becomes her. To congenial minds 


- 


* 


There ſhe will not fail of meeting with 
food of every different flavour, whether 


on her, and ſhe is left at liberty, not on- 


writers of every claſs within her compaſs, 


Nor will they take offence at any prefe- 


or collected and compoſed. The duties 


— — — — — — — 
— — 2 — 
ä — — — 
. — — —— — ——— - 
2 —— — — — — — —ñꝛ 
= , 


” SS 


52 8 E R MON VIII. 


her attachment will be increaſed. With 
them ſhe will enjoy, as often as ſhe has 


opportunity, ſentimental and friendly de- 


light, che circulation of thought, the re- 
ciprocation of confidence, 


cc 'The feaſtof reaſon, and theflow of foul. i 


And theſe, my friends are ſatisfactions 
which depend not on youth, nor on the 


advantages peculiar to it : ſatisfactions 


which, in ſome reſpects, at leaſt, will 


grow with your growing years; and 
which, in everycaſe, will ſurvive the tran- 


ſient flower of beauty. Let me again re- 
mind you of the period of its decay. Of that 


period you cannot be reminded too often. 
When it arrives, thoſe hollow-hearted 
men, that, for their own ends, now ſwarm 


about you with every ſemblance of love or 


admiration, will diſperſe like flies at the 
approach of winter. In a little they vil 
forget you, as if you had never been; or 


remember you only to ſay to every one 
_ they meet, how much you are altered. 


But what words can paint the dęſolation 


of hen, who finds Herſelf thus forfaken 


and deſpiſed, without wy reſource } in her 
owl breaſt ? * * 


SERMON vm. 33 
I think I ſee her flying to her glaſs, 
day after day, to obſerve whether that 


flatterer will prove more conſtant. At 


| firſt ſhe is aſtoniſhed, ſhe is ſhocked „ 1 Þ 


| the ſtupidity of thoſe men who can be- 
come inſenſible to a face or form like 
| hers? But in a little that once ſooth- 
ing glaſs, which was wont to tranſport 
her with the reflected image of herſelf, 


| begins to withdraw its Hatteries too. She 


| folation from ſome low dependant, ho, 

with a grave face, and glozin g accent, 
| aſſures her ſhe is handſomer than ever; 
| while the mercenary wretch ſecretly 


il dreſs, all the ſeduction of ornament, is 
ſtudied and practiſed with more exquiſite 

lolicitade. She views herſelf on every 
1 lide : the waſte ſeems repaired. Her ſpi- 
o nts riſe ; ſhe is overjoyed. With renew- 
a expectation ſhe ſallies forth; ſhe dan- 


is paſt in triumph. She returns home ex- 
auſted with the flatter. Next morning 
he mirror is conſulted agam. She is pale, 
ickly, faint; her eyes arc funk, the 


| is alarmed and depreſſed. She ſeeks con- 


laughs her to ſcorn. Every artifice of 


ces her uſual round: ſome one in pity 
tells her how well ſhe looks: the evening 


34 SER MON VIII. 
wrinkles appear more than ever. Again 
ſhe is ſtartled, terrified, falls into a rage. 
The ſtorm burſts on her domeſtics, ſpends 
itſelf, ſubſides. The uſual methods are 
corrured to make her up; and if ſome 
new expedient is ſug ggeſted, that can bel 
ter diſguiſe nature, and deceive the be- 
holder what a diſcovery | Thus be- 
tween the viciſſitudes of hope and fear, 
of exultation and deſpondence, on a ſub- 
Ject, to her weak unfurniſhed mind, the 
moſt intereſting of all others, ſhe is mi- 
ſerably toffed ; till by ſuch repeated and 
violent perturbation, conſpiring with the 
addition of years, ſhe is conſigned over 
to deſpair, the heart-overwhelming de- 
ſpair, of being never praiſed more 1 
thoſe unhappy charms, which ſhe, 2 

length, perceives are beyond N 
loſt. What young woman of reflection 
would not prevent ſuch ridiculous diſtreſs! 
But can you think of any way to prevent 
it, ſo efficacious, as turning betimes you! 
prineipal attention to your better part! 
That even in this way you ſhall become 
wholly indifferent about the decline of at 
appearance which uſed to give you! 
friends as well as yourſelves pleaſure, | 
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will not affirm. But if ſo high a ſtrain 
of philoſophy be hardly practicable, ſtill, 


however, I think you muſt acknowledge, 
that the advances of age will be ſupport- 
ed much the more eaſily for ſuch prepa- 


ration. In the mean while, how many 


vexations, that harraſs and diſtract the 
greater part of our ſex, will be thus 
| obviated by 


you: 
In truth, moſt of the grievances com- 


| plamed of by mortals are ſelf-created. 
They proceed from that fondneſs of fan- 
| cy, Which gives conſequence to trifles, 
or from thoſe guſts of paſſion, which 
produce agitation without cauſe. But, 
| next to the power of religion, can you 


imagine any means of avoiding both fo 


probable, as the wiſe and calm purſuits 
to which I would now perſuade you? 


Permit me, my much loved hearers, to 
ſucceed. Defer not, by the cultivation 
of your minds, as well as hearts, to lay 
in a ſtore of enjoyment and comfort, 
ſuch as you can repair to in ſecret, when 
all abroad is unſolacing and infipid. 

Every thing external is haſtening to 
change and diſſolution. 
are gliding inſenſibly down the current of 


You yourſelves 
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time. You are on your paſſage to cter- 
nity; and can you bear the thoughts of 
religning a paſſage as important as it is 
ſhort, to the blind impulſe of chance, ca- 
Price, and ignorance? Or ſuppoſe you 
are ſo careful of conſequences, as to ſe- 
eure a ſafe arrival; can you, like illite- 
rate and incurious mariners, ſailing b 
ſome beautiful coaſt, be ſatisfied to hurry 
along, without attending to the various 
_ proſpects and numerous objects, which 
Nature and Art have ſpread out beforc 
you ; or without taking advantage of the 
beſt aſſiſtance you can find on your voy- 
age, to improve in whatever is inſtruc. 
tive, ornamental, and praiſe-worthy! 
Have you forgotten, that, when landed 
on the bliſsful ſhore, your felicity will bear 
no inconſiderable Proportion to your pre- 
ſent attainments in knowledge; that the 
moſt enlarged underſtandings, where the 
diſpoſitions have been of a piece, will be 
Kit by the nobleſt diſcoveries ; in 
| ſhort, that they who ſhine now with the 
faireſt hghts of wiſdom, ſhall, like the 
more diſtinguiſſied ſtars of heaven, be 
crowned hereafter with & prone ſplen- 
r 1 
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On Female Piety. 

1 Tim. ii. 10.---// hich becometh women 

 profeſſing godlineſs. 


Prov. xxxi. 30. Favour is deceitful, and 


:  feareth the Lord, ſhe ſhall be praiſed. 


1e | wit has been diſplayed 5 and many a dull 


*ſarcaſm is daily added, and widely circu- 


lated, with an air of conſcious ſatisfac- 
uon. Hardly can one go into a compa- 


out hearing the poor women abuſed for 
their worthleſſneſs, or weakneſs, or both. 
But, ſuppoſing them particularly frail, 
is it noble to exult over them on that 
account, and in their abſence too, when 


ing themſelves ? Should not the ſtrong 
rather pity and ſupport the weak ? Yet, 
after all, how does it appear that any ſin- 


gular ſtrength of reſolution belongs to our 
Vor. II. 5 


beauty is vain: but a woman that 


PH E frailty of women has been fre- 
quently a topic of triumphant de- 
| clamation. On this ſubject much unkind 


ny of men, where licentiouſneſs of tongue 
paſles for freedom of converſation, with- 


— 


they have not an opportunity of defend- 
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{ex ; or that yours ſtand chargeable with 


peculiar mfirmity ! 

The loſs of virtue is, no doubt, often 
followed with extreme depravity in wo- 
men. But is not the ſame thing to be ſeen 
amongſt men; although it is not remark- 
ed with the ſame attention, or cenſured 
with equal vigour? If many unhappy 
females do indeed run into ſuch “ exceſs 
d of riot, and ſuperfluity of naughtineſs,” 
as ſeem to juſtify the obſervation, that 
there is nothing ſo profſigate as a vicious 
_ woman ; may it not be imputed to their 
being driven almoſt to a ſtate of deſpair! 
Forſaken as they are by the wretches that 
rained them, abandoned by their rela- 
tions, if any they have, commonly dread- 
ing the ſcorn of their own ſex, and fre- 
quently too little conſidered by the virtu- 
ous part of ours ; what can be expected, 
in general, from creatures who have put 
off the modeſty of nature, and are pro- 
pelled by evil habits, co-operating; often 
with baſe aſſociates, and bitter poverty !--- 
Do I then plead the cauſe of vice? God 
forbid | But I cannot endure that want of 
candour, which would aggravate the guilt 
and mifery of beings, who to us ſhould 


I CC 
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be objects of ſo much compaſſion ; I ſay | 


? to Us, of whom many are the firſt authors 
of this very guilt and miſery, while the 


reſt are all likewiſe ſubject to go aſtray. 
Here I ſhall probably be aſked, Does 


| not the apoſtle Peter expreſily ſtyle the 


woman the weaker veſſel? He does; 


but in the ſame ſenſe that thoſe veſſels are 
ſo ſtyled, which being of finer materials, 


or more delicate conſtruction, and there- 
fore eaſily broken or hurt, are for that 


| reaſon, and for the regard alſo which 
people have for them, uſed with particu- 
lar tenderneſs. That this is his meaning; 

is manifeſt from the paſſage referred to, 


where he ſays, Give honour unto the 
wife as unto the weaker veſlel.'” Why 


| honour on that ſcore, if the epithet Weak- 


er is not to be underſtood as I have now, 
according to the beſt interpreters, explain- 


ed it? 


But does not St Paul, ſome verſes after 
the text from Timothy, obſerve, that 


Adam was not deceived, but the wo- 


'* man being deceived was in the tranſ- 
** greſſion ?” True: it does appear 
from the hiſtory, that . the ſerpent (as 
our apoſtle ſays elſewhere) beguiled 


D 2 
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Eve through his ſubtilty; , and that 


the man, though aware of the deceit, 
was, by Ins fondneſs for his deladed, yet 


{lil lovely partner, drawn into the ſame 
tranſgreſſion. But what was it that ex- 


poſed the woman to that ſnare by which 


the was ſeduced? Paſſions, it mult be 
owned, extremely culpable in their na- 


ture, and fatal in their conſequences ; but 
not the paſſions for which her daughters 
have been indiſcriminately blamed. In 


reality, the reſolute ſpirit and perſevering 
vigilance, with which great numbers of 


women preſerve their honour, while ſo 


few men, in compariſon, are reſtrained by 


the laws of continence, feem to me no 
{light proof that the former poflefs a de- 
gree of fortitude well worthy of praife. 

But what is all this to the purpoſe of 


our preſent meditation? Much every way. 


I meant it as my firſt argument in behalf 
of Female Piety; and, on what footing 
it ſtands, I will proceed to ſhow, after re- 
marking that the perſons to whom our 
text from St Paul is addrefled, are by him 
ſuppoſed to profeſs a reſpect for religion, 
As becometh women profeſſing god- 
„ lineſs:” a ſuppoſition we are willing 
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to make in your favour, my beloved 
hearers ; ſo far, I mean, as to render it 
unneceſſary to inculcate that profeſſion 
from thoſe general notions of truth and 
duty, which, with a few exceptions, I do 
hope you readily acknowledge. Inſtead 
of -this, our reaſoning and exhortations 
will turn chiefly on ſuch principles and 
facts as relate more immediately to your 
ſex, ſituation and time of life, conſider- 
ed in conjunction with the character and 
manners of the age. ; 
And now forthe argument already ſug- 
geſted. You will be more ſenſible of its 
force by attending to the following obſer- 
$ vations; that the firmneſs, with which ſo 
many of you guard your virtue, being 

- [I transferred to the practice of piety at 
f WW large, will, by God's aſſiſtance, contri- 
bute to render it eaſy and delightful; that 
the conſiderations of religion will, in their 
turn, ſupport and cheer you under the 
reſtraints of conſcience and decorum-; 
that you will hence derive the mighty ſa- 
usfaction of the Divine approbation a- 
midſt the cenſures of the uncharitable, 
and the Divine protection againſt the ma- 
chinations of the ungodly ; and, in the 


\ 
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laſt place, that the injuſtice, unkindneſs, 
and treachery of the world, ſhould en- 
gage you to greater prudence, purity, 
and deyotion. 
As to the firſt, it is certain that the 
practice of real Piety requires no {mall 
reſolution and perſeverance. Is it not 
like wiſe certain, that in what concerns 
their reputation, many young women 
poſſeſs a large ſhare of thefe ? Let them 
but apply this to the diſcharge of their 
duty as Chriſtians, and the happieſt ef- 
2 fects will enſue; uniformity, facility and 
Joy in religion. What cannot courage 
and conſtancy atchieve ? In the point to 
which II allude, you indeed are often he- 
roines. Your life is a ſeries of ſelf-denial. 
But ſelf-denial from right prineiples is the 
perfection of ' Chriitianity. Do but act 
on thefe principles throughout, and you 
all one day walk with your Saviour in 
white : he will confefs your names as 
worthy, before his Father and before his 
Angels: you ſhall follow the Lamb wh: 
-therſoever he goeth, ſmging to your 
golden harps a new ſong, expreſſive of 
tignal triumph and praiſe. _ 
It has been faid of women, and I be- 
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conlideration cannot be ſuppoſed to ope- 
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lieve with truth, that they are remark- 
ably ſteady to their purpoſe Let it be 
ſeen that you are ſo in what is good. 
And * let not your good be evil ſpoken 
« of,” on account of any thing that 
might give ground to ſuſpect you con- 
troul your paſſions in one way only, and 
that too from no higher principle than 
the fear of ſhame. By a noble command 
of yourſelves in other pomts, where this 


rate ſo ſtrongly, make it appear that you 
are goyerned by religious as well as pru- 
dential motives. 


| We would not leſſen the influence of 


any one wiſe or uſeful conſideration, from 


the fide of this world: but we with your 
minds to he more open to the efficacy of 
the next. So far as mere reputation 
goes, it is much the ſame to a woman, 
whether the regularity of her conduct be 


the reſult of pious or of political maxims. 


But in the fight of God, and at the bar of 


conſcience, how vaſt the difference | In 
that day when the ſecrets of all hearts ſhall 
be laid open, what will it avail you, if 
the decency of your behaviour ſhould be 
found to have proceeded from no nobler 
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44 SERMON IX. 
ſpring than the defire of ſaving appear- 
ances! Who can expreſs the horror of a 
female hypocrite at that all- revealing pe- 
nod, when, ſtript of every diſguiſe, the 
ſhall be pointed out to the congregated 
univerſe as an infamous creature, whoſe 
ſoul is enſlaved to ſenſuality, at the very 
time that ſhe affected the ſtricteſt virtue, 
treated indiſcretion in others with the ſe- 
verity due to vice alone, had no allow- 
ances to make for human frailty, and 
with ſupercilious diſdain looked down on 
many of her ſex not half ſo wicked as 
herſelf? 

Let it be carefully remembered, that as 
in what regards outward trials, che goſpel 
is literally the doctrine of the croſs; ſo, 
with reſpect to inward conflicts, it is pro- 
perly the diſcipline of the paſſions. Here, 
in truth, the religion of a Chriſtian muſt 
begin and end. What pity, my honour- 
ed pupils, if you who have that amazing 
power over the exterior of your deport- 
ment, if you who offer to a ſpotlels 
name thoſe continual ſacrifices which your 
greateſt enemies cannot deny, ſhould, af- 
ter all, loſe the reward of undiſſembled 
ſanctity, by. being excluded from that vi- 
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fon of God, which Jeſus has promiſed to 
the pure in heart! What pity, in the 
mean while, that ſuch power is not more 
generally allowed to exert itſelf on the 
ample theatre of a truly virtuous lie; 
and that ſuch ſacrifices ſhonld not by the 


conſolations of devotion be ſweetened, 
conſecrated, and turned into fo many 
| fources of ſublime enjoyment ! | 


But this reminds me of having hkewife 


| ſaid, that the conſiderations of religion WM 
/ will conduce mightily to ſupport and 1 
cheer you under the reſtraints of ſobriety 
and decorum. In proportion as thoſe con- 
ſiderations are made more familiar, will 
| theſe reſtraints become leſs painful, till at 
length they in a manner change their 
nature, and ſeem like ſilken bands, that 
even while they confine you, are as eaſy 


as they are ornamental. 


. Between all other philoſophy and the 


| philoſophy of Jeſus, one glorious diſtinc- 
tion is this; that the latter not only dif- 
plays a higher ſtandard of moral excel- 
lence, but alſo communicates ſuperiour 
powers of virtuous action. To the faint- 
er concluſions of Reaſon it ſuperadds the 
bright diſcoveries of Faith. The future 
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0 Adminiſtration, which are m- 


There Divine pardon and Eternal life, as 


are enſured and aſcertained to obedient 
- believers. The hiſtory of the Redeemer 
is there exhibited with all the beauty of 
_ ſimplicity, and energy of truth: a hiſtc- 
ry, my dear hearers, equally important 
to all that read it, and to thoſe that read 
it with a ſerious unprejudiced diſpoſition, 


involves the moſt extenſive and laſting in. 
tereſts of human nature, and to ſuch, a 
view it in that light carries with it, be- 


felt and heart-awakening influence. The 
ingenuous breaſt, inflamed by the friend- 


* 


world, with the great tranſactions of the 
troductory to it, are there unvailed. 


There the vanity, and withal the import. 
ance of the preſent ſtate is unfolded. 


© the gift of God through Jeſus Chriſt,” 


unſpeakably affecting: a hiſtory, which 


yond all other writings, a vital, home 


ſhip, and penetrated by the Spirit of Je- 
ſas, burns with the love of virtue, and ö le 


Heaves with the hope of ſalvation. Jeſu Han 
is the pattern of virtue: gratitude is one 


of its worthieſt incentives: and faith, 
which is the fundamental principle of the 
whole ſyſtem 1 faith in the mer cy and ac- , 71 
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ceptance of the Univerſal Father, through 
the mediation of his meritorious Son; by 
Z whom he is carrying on a ſcheme of grace, 
that comprehends all ſincere penitents of 
: whatever name or nation, throughout all 
5 ſucceſſive ages this Faith, I ſay, im- 
parts to feeble and deſponding creatures 
ga ſtrength and encouragement that no 
I | other ſyſtem could ever inſpire. 
= Nor are theſe ideas beyond the ordi- 
E nary reach of female underſtanding. 
They depend not on a nice cham of rea- 
N ſoning, nor on the abſtruſe reſearches of 
ſeience. How much ſoever they may 
have been diſguiſed by the dreams of the 
ſchools, to conceive them as they are ſet 
; forth in ſcripture, maſculine intellects are 
Eby no means neceſſary. Connected with 
Facts the moſt aſtoniſhing to the imagi- 
nation, and Sentiments the moſt touching 
o the heart, they ſeem to he particularly 
Level to the beſt characters among your 
ex. In ſhort, to feel their tendency, 
and experience their operation, a modeſt, 
i 8 * affectionate mind, is chief- 
5 þ Permit me to afk you, as in the pre- 
ef God, do ye in good earneſt 


— 
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in the forgivencs of ſms, in the reſur- 


rection of the body, in the fe everlaſt- 


the life, the All- ſufficient ſacrifice, the 
All-prevailing advocate, the meek, the 


theſe and the other wonderful objects of 


principles of Natural Religion? To both 
do ye frequently join the heaven-moving 


combined influences of public worſſip, 


and veneration. But little acquainted 


believe in the Holy Ghoſt, in the catho- 
hie church, in the communion of ſaints, 


ing, in Him who is the reſurrection and 


lowly, and the loving Maſter, as ol as 
the awful and impartial Judge? Do ye 
often, by devout contemplation, realize 


Chriſtianity, together with the grand 


force of fervent prayer, the powerfully 


and the ſweetly Arran communica- 
tions of holy friendſhip? Then ſay, 
whether you can ever be at a loſs for 
motives to animate, or for aids to ſecond 
your endeavours after wiſdom and virtue. 
Surely no. 

Wiſdom and virtue are beaufiful Gora 
and for their own intrinſic worth wr 
queſtionably entitled to all poſſible love 


with the human heart are they, who 


would build the morals of mankind oi i 


* * b q , N 3 e 3:95 e 
c n nr a, 8 F WE TY Gy ETA; 
F ry * q WEE SY CESS EA OR, 3 a F... . 
1 3 CI by. 2 8 . 8 . Fc 247 2 „„ y - F345 7 
3 1 1 LIE? 2 * . " 


S ERM ON IX. 49 
this ſingle baſis. Decency of character, 
dignity of conduct, the honours due to 
temperance, integrity, benevolence, mag- 
nanimity, and other qualities of that or- 
der, are ideas as ſolid as they are refined, 
and which ought certainly to be cheriſhed 
by all who are capable of comprehending 
their moment. To offer to depreciate 
them is vile, and not more repugnant to 
: reaſon than to ſcripture; where the beau 


ties of holineſs are expreſely named, and 
| W © whatſoever things are venerable, lovely, 
and of good report,“ are, as men- 
noned in a former diſcourſe, recommend- 
ed in fo many words. But yet, on the 
„other hand, conſidering the paſſions, ale 
 {Worders, debility' of beings, ſituated as 


ve are; to truſt the cauſe of righteouſ- 
neſs and truth to the ſole ſtrength of ſuch. 
arguments What is it, but hazarding the 
moſt valuable intereſts in the world on 
a bottom utterly ee to ſo renne a 
Freight? | 

A few ſelect 6 more Ib zal nd 
Elevated than uſual, may, in heir progreſs 
Fowards Perfection, derive ſome extra- 
rdinary aſſiſtances from theſe ſublimer 
Peculations; at leaſt when not under 
| Vor. H. 2 


IT 
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very difficult or delicate circumſtances of 
temptation. But what, think ye, would 
become even of Them; much more, what 
would become of the far greater part, 
when immediately under ſuch circum- 
ſtances, did not religion ſtep in to their 
aid with her more forcible. ey ſtriking 
ſanctions, founded on their hopes and 
fears for futurity, as theſe are con- 
nected with a ſenſe of the Almighty's 
inſpection, and a faith in the illuſtrious 
facts of revelation ! How little in gene- 
ral were the philoſophers of antiquity 
themſelves influenced by the «ſyſtem in 
queſtion, with . pomp they pro- 
. feſſed, or with whatever eloquence they 
diſplayed it! Some of them, it is true, 

were men of g at virtues, as well a 
great conceptions ; while the reſt were 
ſtriking examples, how much eaſier it 1st0 
talk than to act well, and that to reform Mt re 
the world there is wanted a diviner powe ed 
than reaſon alone. th 
With regard to the caſe now before bi. 
us, it may be obſerved, that thoſe young 
| perſons who have had the misfortune tv 
de in a great meaſure left to the comms 


notices of nature, ga aſtray much mos 
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SERMON IX. 51 
frequently than others on whom the prin- 
ciples of Piety have been early and 1 Ju- 
diciouſly impreſſed. 
= When I ſay 1 impreſſed, I 
mean to inſinuate, that many hopeful 
children have been loſt, through the im- 
C prudent efforts of their well-meaning, 
but ill-nformed parents, to make them 
good by ſevere confinement and conſtant 
MW admonition. Thoſe children alone wilt 
be truly good, and are likely to continue 
- W fo, who are at once enamoured of their 
duty, awed by their Maker, and devoted 
n to the ſecuring of that life and immor- 
- takty which are brought to licht 
„ through the Goſpel.“ 
e Here I cannot help recollecting a malt 
» MW memorable inſtance, wherein a much ce- 
re lebrated youth was guarded againſt the 
to Wy indulgence of appetite by the power of 
- religion. I ſpeak of Joſeph, when tempt- 
reed by the wife of Potiphar. Conſider 
the complicated ſnare that was laid for 
his innocence; probably the blandiſh- | 
ments of beauty; certainly the repeated, 
preſſing, and paſſionate ſolicitations of 
an artful woman, of his miſtreſs, who, if 
he pleaſed, could rally procure his farther. 
E 2 
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advancement ; the opportunities of pri- 
vacy; the proſpect of cloſe concealment; 
his time of life; his plentiful. condition 
thoſe warm affections, that ſtron g ſenſibi- 
lity, which the ſequel of his ſtory ſhows 
to have been natural to him; the extreme 
danger manifeſtly attending his refuſal, 1 
mean all the miſchiefs to be dreaded from 
the reſentment and violence of a proud 
but fond female, reſiſted, diſappointed, 
enraged, Who would not fail, however 
falſely, to repreſent the Waden ded con- 
fidence of a generous maſter 3 
and, finally, theſe miſchiefs falling a 
one blow upon a dependent and a Ah 
ger; whole proſperity in that family had 
no donbt rendered him the object of envy 
to ſome, and whoſe proteſtations in his 
own favour would never be believed by 
others to the diſadvantage of a woman of 
her rank and fortune. Such was the 
fnare. And what was it that enabled 
our amiable hero to conquer it? The Wn 
hiſtory will inform you. He refuſed, 
* rid ſaid unto bis maſter's wife, Pe- 
“ hold, my maſter wotteth not what i 
« with me in the houſe, and he hath 
„committed all that he hath to my 
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hand. There is none greater in this 
= © houſe than I; neither hath he kept 
back any thing from me but thee, be- 
= © cauſe thou art his wife: how then can 
I do this great wickedneſs, and ſin a- 
8 © gainſt God? Excellent young man! 
From a crime, to which ſo many allure- 
ments concurred to incite him, he ſtarts 


@ tural feelings of gratitude and probity 
| ſeconded by a reverence for the Omni- 
ſcient. How then can I do this great 
_ © wickedneſs, and fm againſt God?“ 


No, my ſiſters, there is not in the world 

- W fuch a preſervative from vice as the fear 

| of God. Temptations by which human 

1 reſolutions alone have been frequently 

's WE foiled, are often overcome by the ſame 
1 reſolutions when enforced by . 
f faith. 


e From theſe remarks you will plainly 
0 {W-perceive, that what we wiſh for you is 
ie not a victory over your paſſions hardly 
d, gained, and at the expence of your tran- 


W tain diviner controul of your own wills, 
chat ſhall diſtinguiſh you in the ſight of 

im Who deſireth truth 1 in oo mward 
8 


back with horror; ſo ſtrongly are his na- 


& quillity ; but a ſacred ſelf-poſſeſſion, a cer- 
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54 SERMON N. 
« parts.” Aſentiment this, that ſeems 
conformable to the beft conceptions of na- 
ture; ſince we find the power, which, ac- 
cording to the Pagan creed,. repreſented 
both Wiſdom and Fortitnde, was ſup- 
poſed to be of your ſex. On the ſame 
principle does the wiſeſt of men ſpeak fo 
often of the former in the feminine gen- 
der. Thus, at leaſt, did ancient genius 
treat the women with reſpect. It is par- 
ticularly obſervable, that of. republican 
ſtates, where that genius commonly ap- 
peared moſt eminent, the ſage legyſſators 
preſcribed to fornales a peculiar gravity 
and fimplicity of manners; ſo different 
were their ideas of what was becoming 
from thoſe of modern times! 
But I added farther, that, From the flu- 
dy of inward purity, as well as outward 
decorum,. even that. purity which the 
goſpel ſo ſtrongly enforces, you will reap 
the mighty ſatisfaction of the Divine Ap- 
probation amidft the cenſures of the un- 
charitable, . and the Divine Protection # 
gainſt the machinations of the un godly: 
Hard enough, it muſt be owned, is tht 
caſe of women, as to the el reflec 
tions made on their deportment. If the) 


undoubtedly right in every individual of 


the latter appears to be left the ſole 
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behave withreſerve , they are pronounced 
prudiſh ; if with frankneſs, bold; if with 
that juſt temperament. of both which is 
the proper medium, capricious and uncer- 
tain. What ſhall they do! What can 
they do, but hold in the middle way,. 
with that. attention to the rules of cau- 
tion on one ſide, and of affability on the 
other, Which times, places and e e 
ſeem to require: committing their 
e cauſe to Him that judgeth righteouſly, 
and truſting for their ſafety to Him that 
never forſakes the virtuous ? 4 
Such a reſpect for human judgment, 
as avoids giving occaſion of cenſure, is 


ſociety; of your ſex eſpecially, whoſe 
reputation is of ſo nice a contexture. But 
while for this purpoſe a Chriſtian woman 
purſues, as nearly as ſhe can, the path 
of prudence ;- what internal ſerenity does 
ſhe enjoy, by following, at the ſame time, 
the direction of principle; that higheſt 
and happieſt guide of life! To ſay the 
truth, there may 'be {ituation 85 wh cr ein 


guide; ſo impoſlible is it for the former 
to find a way through the labyrinth. In 


56 SER MON IX. 

this caſe, you can have but one reaſonable 
care; which is, to do what conſcience 
charges as your duty. In every caſe 
that muſt be your principal care. In ma- 
Eing it ſo, there will be this great advan- 
tage amongſt many others, that you will 
every day grow lefs anxious about any 
thing elſe. The eaſe of mind, the gaic- 
ty of heart reſulting from ſuch a conduct, 
are not to be expreſſed. 

If the world ſhould approve, it is well. 
The approbation of the beſt pe ople, at 
leaſt, will give you real pleaſure ; and 
the beſt people are naturally candid. If 
the world ſhould condemn, and even the 
. candid few, which is by no means impoſ- 
ſible, ſhould be led by miſrepreſentation, 
or by miſtake, to join in the ſentence; 
ſtill, however, you will have the comfort 
of hot having deſerved it. And from 
this inferiour tribunal you will alfo have 
the felicity of appealing to that which 3s 
Supreme and Infallible, with the humble 
aſſurance of being juſtified there through 
the powerful interpoſition of an Advo- 
cate, whom no pation or miſapprehen- 
fon can ever bias. At the fame time 
too, you will have the conſolation 20 
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SERMON IX. 57 
hope, that, ſooner or later, He in whom 
you traſt . will bring forth your righ- 


** teouſneſs as the light, and your judge- 
© ment as the noon-day.““ Seldom, or 


never, I think, does a perſevering virtue 
fail of breaking out, with freſh beauty and 
aug mented luſtre, from thoſe clouds with 
| which calumny may have obſcured it; 
even as the vernal fun, by purſuing his 
career, ſhines forth at laſt with a kind 


of victorious ſplendour, that diſpels the 


remaining damps of winter, ackphts the 


eye, and inſpires 1 the heart of every be- 
| holder. 


But ſappoſe the wards that the erro- 
neous multitude ſhould continue to load 


you with unmerited reproach : I am not 


afraid to ſay that you are happy ſtill, if 


| you know how to avail yourſelves of the 
ſupports of religion, particularly a ſenſe 
of the Almighty's Approbation. What 
ought to diſcourage her who can triumph 
in this, and likewiſe in that which is im- 


mediately connected with it, an aſſurance 


of the Almighty's Protection? 

Nothing can be more certain, than that 
your ſex is, on every account, entitled to 
the ſhelter of ours? Your ſoftneſs, weak- 
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58 SERMON N. 
neſs, timidity, and tender reliance on 
man; your helpleſs condition in your- 
ſelves, and his ſuperiour ſtrength for la- 
bour, ability for defence, and fortitude 
in trial; your tacit acknowledgment of 
theſe, and frequent application for his 
aid in ſo many winning ways, concur to 
form a plea, which nothing can diſallow 
or withſtand but bratality. Appetite in- 
deed is naturally brutal: untamed by reli- 
gion, unchained by reaſon, what havock 
does it not commit? Nothing can be 
more wild or ferocious than lawleſs deſire. 
How often, alas! does it disfigure and de- 
grade minds otherwiſe adorned with very 
valuable qualities Have we not ſeen 
men, who, in a ſober moed, were open 
to the tendereſt feelings of humanity, in- 
capable of any thing unjuſt or diſhonour- 


able, calm, and plant to good advice; 


who yet, in the rebellion of their blood, 
were as ungovernable and fierce as any 
beaſt of the foreſt, broke through all re- 
ſtraint, and, to gratify the paſſion that 


5 impelled them, rulhig on crimes utterly 


repugnant to the beſt ſentiments of their 
own hearts! Need I tell you, that from 
ſuch men your virtue is in danger; and 
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by ſo much the more by how much the 


Done: juſt named are, when mage 


to operate, particularly engaging ? But 


the fact is, that, being inlaid in the con- 
ſtitution, they do operate frequently; and 
never perhaps more than immediately af- 
ter thoſe unhappy deviations, for which 
L ſomething withm whiſpers the neceſſity 
of making every poſſible atonement. It 
is in this way that theſe good-natured, but 
| unhappy men, keep themſelves and one 


another in countenance, and often ſteal 


into your affection. Yet are theſe by no 
means the worſt of enemies of woman- 
kind. 4 5 1 FE) 


It is your ſmooth, cool, complimental 


| libertines, who have ſteeled their breaſts 
by a ſyſtem, whom the boaſted principles, 
or rather no principles, of infidelity, have 
raiſed to a glorious contempt of all laws 


human and divine, delivered from the 
vulgar conceit of immortality, and en- 
abled to conquer the little weakneſſes 


of nature, with the ignoble prejudices of 


education, which happened to be on the 
fide of juſtice, honour, ſympathy it 


is ſuch men, my fair ones, ſuch flagi- 


tous and! obdurate wyetches, whole wiles, 
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60 SERMON NN. 
ſhould you chance to be thrown in their 
way, you have moſt reaſon to dread, 
And believe me, they aboundevery where, 
From you indeed they will carefully con- 
ceal the enormity of their characters, and 
the blackneſs of their opinions; till, by 
gainuig your confidence, they can inſi- 
nuate the laſt with advantage, ſo as to 
take off your apprehenſions of the firſt, 
and blunt the edge of your reſolutions. 
A ſenſe of piety, the love of virtue, a re- 
gard to reputation, the fear of conſe- 
quences, every principle borrowed from 
this world and the next, they are well 
aware would be alarmed and excited, were 
they to diſcloſe their deſigns, or explain 
their ideas at once, without preparation 
or preface. But I will not attempt to 
unfold the myſtery of iniquity in which 
they wrapthemſelves, and work unſuſpect- 
ed. Let it remain involved in its native 
darkneſs and horror; which cannot, how- 
ever, hideit from the eye of heaven, whoſe v 
hotteſt yengeance ſhall one day overtake 
and blaſt it. ET FR 
_- Your fafety, I ſaid before, lies in re- 
treat and vigilance, in ſobriety and pru-W 
| dence in virtuous friendſhip and rational 


RMO N Ix. 6. 
converſation, in domeſtic, elegant, and 


intellectual accompliſliments: I add now, 
in the Guardianſhip of Omnipotence, as 
that which muſt give efficacy to all the reſt ; 
but which can only be obtained by ſome- 


thing more and better than them all, I 


mean, True Religion. What reaſon have 


you to hope for a privilege ſo great, if 


you do not afk it? What cauſe could you 


have to complain, if your righteous Crea- 
tor, on whom every conſideration ought 
to teach you dependance, were to leave 


you to yourſelves amidſt thoſe danger- 
ons attacks, or artful ſnares, which 
you prefumptuoufly imagine you could 
reſiſt by your own ſtrength, or elude by 

your caution ? That humility which does 


not depreſs , as .Chriſtian humility ne- 


ver can, is the. beſt means of ſecurity, 
She who is moſt ſenſible of her hazard, 


is moſt likely to be on her guard. 
She who perceives her own imbecillity, 
will be glad to hwoke a higher power: 


Nor will the Parent of all be deaf to one of 
his reaſonable offspring, who, apprehen- 


ſiwe of the difficulties to which her frame 


and ſituation expoſe her, beartily implor es 
a bis help. 


Vor, II. F 
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62. SER M N R. 
Vain very often is the help of man, 
even when afforded in its utmoſt extent, 
What then mult be the caſe, when it is 
not only not afforded, but when he who 
ought to protect is bent to deſtroy ? To 
whom fhall young creatures of your ſex, 
| Ittle lambs, innocent, gentle, fearful, 
undefended, beſet by ravenous lions, or 
{© by wolves in ſheeps clothing: to 
whom ſhall they flee, but to the ſhepherd 
of Itrael? And will he, think ye, reject or 
abandon them; he who has promiſed to 
„gather the lambs with bis arm, and to 
carry them in his boſom;“ he who has 
alwaysſhown himſelf more eſpecially com 
cerned for objects of diſtreſs and deflitu- 
tion, the poor, the priſoner, the ſtranger, 
the oppreſſed, the widow, and fatherlels, 
and ſuch as have none to helpthem; in 
word, he whoſe providence! is then neareſt, 
and wha aſſiſtance is then readieſt, when 
bis creatures are moſt forſaken by others 
To obtain the Divine interpoſition, | 
is urged by the Pſalmiſt as a prevailing 
argument, that he was unprotected ai 
defelute; - O be not far from me: fo 
trouble is nigh at hand, and there" 
none to help me. I looked, on i 


R 
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4 right hand, and beheld, but there was 


{© no man that would know me; refuge 


failed me; no man cared for my Wal. 


J cried unto thee, O Lord: J ſaid, 


«© ‚ A Thou art my refuge.“ The common 


E Father * hears the young ravens when 


* they cry unto him,”” and are early left 
by their hard-hearted dams. Are not ye 


better than many ravens? *© Can a 


* woman forget her ſucking child, that 


© the ſhould not have compaſſion on the 


“ ſon of her womb ?”' ſays God by the 


_ prophet. He ſpeaks of it as a monſtrous 


thing, and ſcarce credible in any. Can 


the forget---She in the ſingular number. 
The anſwer is remarkable: Yea, they 


ol 


may forget — They, in the plural: 


confeſſing 1 it poſſible, that more than one 


ſuch wretch may be found amongſt the 
dregs of nature: Can a woman forget 


her ſucking child ? Yea, They may 
forget, yet I will not forget thee.” . 
Can you figure any thing more tender 
| and ſoothing : Can you heſitate a mo- 
mem to throw. yourſelves on the ever- 
„ laſting arms, on his right hand, WhO 
* rides on the heavens for your dei. on 


* his ee in the tky „ having 
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ſo .done, can you harbour a doubt of 
your ſafety, while „“ your place of de- 
** fence is the munition of rocks? 

But to proceed to our laſt argument ; 
let the mjuſtice, unkindneſs, and trea- 
chery of the world, engage you to great- 
er Prudence, Purity and Devotion. Any 
natural or any amiable tie, by which 
Fou are or may be bound, God forbid 
that I ſhould ſeek to flacken. Moderate 
affections for proper objects you are al- 
lowed, you are called to indulge. By 
ſuch means you will fill your places in 
fociety, or be in the way to fill them ; at 
the ſame time that you will enjoy the 
beſt thing in human life, the friendly 

feelings of the heart. But ſhall I repeat 
once mare, what has, in one ſhape or ano- 
ther, been ſaid fo often, that whenever 
theſe are ill directed, or carried too far, 
they are ſure to entangle in guilt and diſ- 
quietude? Now, to prevent, as much 
as poſſible, the wandering of your paſ- 
ſions, the Almighty makes ufe of the 
paſſions of others. To bring good out 
of evil is the glory of his government. 
The worthleſsneſs of thoſe who have a- 
buſed their freedom, he permits as a 
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vVarning to you, no leſs than a puniſh- 
ment to them. 

= If men will endeavour to deſpoil that 
E virtue which they ſhould cheriſh, to cor- 
g | rupt thoſe minds which they hl im- 
prove, in a word, to ruin that ſex whoſe 
honour and Gi A are ina great meaſure 

| entruſted with Them; ſhould not ſuch 
baſeneſs fill you with diſdain and abhor- 
| rence ? Can any of you be ſo mean, ſo. 
ſurpaſfing mean, as to doat on the trai- 
tors? Even where their aim is not de- 
ſtruction, where, merely for amuſement, 
they flatter or ſooth, ſhould you ſuffer 
| yourſelves to be ſeduced into fondneſs ? 
How fooliſh to be taken with thoſe little 
W ſuperficial attentions, that are fo eaſily 
learnt in the ſchool: of faſhion, and ſo 
frequently practiſed to hide a hollow, or 
5 diſguiſe an unfeeling ſoul! | 
Are ye ignorant of its being an eſta- 
Y bliſhed ſyſtem amongſt men of gaiety and 
| Pleaſure, that your ſex have no principles; 
chat you are deſigned only to ſerve their 
Purpoſes; and that, when you refuſe to 
do fo, it is mere pride or groſs diſſimula- 
ion? Can ye think of this, and not be 
: offended Will ye contmne to prefer 
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66 SERMON IX. 
ſach characters to the ſober, ſedate, and 
{entimental ? 

You often behold the wrecks of beauty 
that has been blaſted, and of innocence 
that has been betrayed. Providence allows 
thoſe miſerable beings to carry their ef- 
frontery ſo far as to appear without ſhame 
m every public place, the monuments of 
male falſehood as well as female infatua- 
tion; and can ye fail of being impreſled 
| with falutary terror 

Can ye reſtram the ſpirit of indipnant 
virtue from darting out on thofe men 
that, in your company, dare to ſpeak 
a language unfit for you to hear ? Should 
not your eyes at leaſt make them ſenſible 
of the affront offered to your ears? And 
if they are hardened enough not to be a- 
thamed, does it not become you ever at- 
ter to ſhun their ſight, as you would ſhun 
a bear or a fatyr? I am ſure yon vil 
think fo, if yon conſult either the dignity 
of your ſex, or the purity of your minds. 

Love grafted on eſteem, * fed by it, 
1 juſt and noble principle. But how 

has it been diſgraced by worthleſs pre- 
tenders! Join, my fiſters, with all you! 
power to vindicate its honours.” Let tbe 


——— 10 


thoſe who betray a total neglect of theirs ; 


greateſt concern of life, like a Tn of 


fact be denied, that moſt of our young 


. © 
ſanctity of your conduct ſerve, as much 
as poſſible, to recall the paſſion from empty 
form and criminal indulgence; from the 
blind admiration of an outſide, and the 
ſhort-liv'd gratification of youthful | de- 
ſire, to a genuine, holy, and enlightened 
affection; ſuch as ſpringing chiefly from 
a ſympathy of honeſt and generous 
hearts, ſhall flouriſh, when fancy, youth 
and beauty, are no more. 

If women will marry men of pad mo- 
rals, if, from whatever motive, they will 
manifeſtly endanger their own ſalvation, 
by forming ſo intimate a connection with 
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what can we ſay either for religion or the 
ſex, that will make any impreſſion on 
thoſe who are prejudiced againſt both ? 
What can ſhe plead that accepts without 
{cruple the hand of a man who is ſeldom 


or never ſeen in a place of worſhip, and 


whoſe companions are known to be pro- 


fane or hcentious ? Is this to act, in the 


Finale. 5 | NE. 
It is a common complaint, nor can the 


gentlemen.now; a-days entirely diſregard 


* 


. 
Amidſt ſo much diſorder, and ſo ma- 
ny ſnares on all hands, what can be fo 
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religious inſtitutions. But how can it be 
expected they ſhould do otherwiſe, ſo 
long as they find themſelves, in general, 
no way the leſs acceptable to the ladies, 
for ſuch faſhionable impiety? What a 


| ſcandal in women profeſſing godli- 


[25 


wiſe for you, my Chriſtian friends, as to 


take refuge more and more in the ſanc- 
tuary of Devotion? Let us not diſſemble 


the truth. The greater part of either ſex 
ſtudy to prey on one another. The world, 
in too many inſtances, is a theatre of 
war between men and women. Every 


ſtratagem is tried, and every advantage 
taken, on the ſide of both. On the ſide 


of the former, ſtrength and daring are 


joined to art and ambition, in which the 
latter abound. To make a truce they 


often meet. Even preliminaries towards 


a peace are often propoſed. Individuals 


paſs over to the camp of the enemy, and 


are reconciled. But what ſhall we ſay 
of the contending; powers at large? Me- 


thinks they reſemble this and a _neigh- 


bouring kingdom, between which a ge- 
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SERMON N. 69 


ueral truce is always ſhort, and a national 
peace never ſecure. 

Io many young women the preacher 
& will ſeem as one that mocks. The men 
they conſider as their beſt friends; and a 
E laſting union is what they long for as the 
height of happineſs. An union, by one 
means or another, will probably take 
place. And if it ſhall, to know that it 
proved laſting, entire and happy, as hap- 
| py as the preſent ſtate permits, would, 
you may be well aijured, give the preacher 
| pleaſure. But if from this, or any ima- 
| ginable connection upon earth, you hope 
for complete felicity; your hopes will be 
vain. Imperfect yourſelves, you have no 
right to expect perfection from men. In 
the moſt agreeable attachments you will 
ſtill find a mixture. The belt characters 
vill ſometimes ſay or do that which ſhall 
| occaſion pain; daily intercourſe will dull 
the reliſh of Iclipht ; and difagreeable 
accidents, but eſpecially ſevere diſtreſs, 
will not improve the taſte for it. Devo- 
tion, dearly beloved, Devotion will ever 


be your ſureſt and ſweeteſt reſource. 


( . . | 5 ; jf 
* Acquaint yourſelves, therefore, now - if 


with God, and be at peace,” 
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Even now, I doubt not, ſome of you 
perceive, that all beſide is uncertain and 

unſatisfactory. Your father and mother 
have forſaken you by death; or, which 
is far worſe, by unnatural cruelty, 
or horrible ſelfiſhneſs. You have not 
perhaps in the world a friend to ſupply 
their place: or if you have, you cannot 
but know that human friendſhips are 
often fallacious, and, like other human 
comforts, always precarious. Every thing 
in nature is ſubject to viciſſitude; and no- 
thing more uſual than for men to adopt 
a different deportment, as their circum- 
ſtances or intereſts, their opinions or hu- 
mours, vary. There is but one immutable 
friend, a friend that ſticks cloſer thana 
“ brother, a lover, or a parent. He 
© is the ſame yeſterday, to-day, and 
for ever. He will never leave you 
he will never forſake you.“ He has 
engaged himſelf by his promiſè; and - he 
“ js not man that he ſhould he, neither 
„the fon of man that he ſhould re- 
ec pent.“ 

I have often thought, chat, in ſome re- 
ſpects, there is not any creature ſo for- 
torn or expoſed, as a young woman, 


(e 
cc 


— 


T- SERMON IX. 51 
beautiful, unexperienced, ſingle, almoſt 
W wholly friendleſs, bred to afflucnce, left 
in dependance, prehaps in indigence, of 


E which ſome wretch, curſt with wealth, is 
I willing to avail himſelf, for the vileſt 
ends: While I paint ſuch a ſituation ; 
= who does not fee the need of Piety ? 
What remains for this pretty ſufferer, but 
to hold faſt her innocence at all adven- 
tures, and look up to Him with whom 
the fatherleſs find mercy .”'---* Pro- 


tet me, O my heavenly Father, my 


only ſure and never- failing friend; pro- 
tect thy poor, dependant, helpleſs crea- 
ture. From this wilderneſs of life I 
lift up my eyes to thee; to thy throne 
of pity I ſtretch out my arms for ſuc- 
cour. Behold, I am needy, and feeble, 


and full of affliction. I tread among 


ſnares ; I tremble for fear. But Thou 


art merciful. Save me, O Lord, moſt 


' mighty ; ſave me from evil men, from 
vain companions, from folly, from my- 
ſelf. My wants ſupply, moſt Gracious : 

my weakneſs ſtrengthen: for ever guard 
* the virtue by thee implanted. Thou 
art the guide of my youth; lead me in 

* 2 plain path, becauſe of my enemies. 
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SERMON X. 75 
Let none have power to hurt me; may 
ſome have the goodneſs to Kapport my 
© ſteps. Send down Wiſdom from thy 

holy heavens, that She may labour with 
me continually, and ſweetly coun 
me in all my doings. In Thee, O God, 
in thee alone have I put my traſt : let 
me never be confounded. Be my God 
for ever and ever, and my guide even 
unto death. I aſk it for the ſake af 
my Divine Redeemer. Amen.“ 


Roth. M 
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SERMON x 5 
On F emale Piety. 


1 Tim. ii. 10. -M hich becometh women Wi 
OO profeſſing godlineſs, 
Prov. xxxl. 30. Favour is deceitful, and 
beauty is vain: but a woman thut 


2 the Lord, ſhe ſhall be praiſes 


\Evotion „my beloved hearets Is 4 
| buſineſs of too much importance 
and dignity to be yet diſmiſſed from our 
meditation. What has been already of- 

fered on this head, is but a ſmall-part of 

that which I would recommend to your 
attention, From a former hint you will 
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readily conceive, that to preſent you here 
uith a regular ſyſtem of piety is not my 
H deſign. Such an attempt were ſuperflu- 
W ous. Of the ſpiritual kind there are 
books innumerable, in which you will 
meet with all that can be ſaid on the ſub- 
; | ject in general. The inducements to Re- 
gion, which are more immediately de- 
2 E rived from your {ex and ſituation, Ttoge- 
cher with thoſe exerciſes and thoſe effects 
| of it that concern you more particularly, 
are the points to which my plan proper- 
5 confines me. 
I Vill begin this diſcourſe by removing 
Ja bar, which has been thrown in our way 
Wy Gch as have appeared fond of every 
be opportunity to depreciate the better half 
If the human ſpecies. The devotion of 
omen has been conſidered as nothing 
| more than the paſſion of love directed 
bo a Divine object, when, in reality, they 
ſonged for an inferiour one, or happened 
be diſappointed in their wiſhes ; an o- 
pinion which has given occaſion to ſome 
vit, and more ridicule. 
: I ſeems to have procceded chiefly from 
J 2 cauſes; the amorous ſtyle which has, 
oo many female pens, been adopted 
VoI. 1 0 G 
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74 SER MON X. 
into devotional writings; and the multi- 
tudes of young women, who, denied ori- 
ginally tlie opportunity of indulging their 
natural inclinations, or afterwards croſſed 
in the purſuit of them, have flung them- 
{clves headlong into the gloomy retreats 
of a miſtaken piety, where they have 
been taught to offer, at a heavenly ſhrine, 
thoſe fires which were not ſuffered to 
burn freely elſewhere. 

But now, on the former circumſtance, 
I would obſerve, that the language 
love has not, ſo far as I know, been ad- 
mitted, into books of devotion, by female 
more frequently than by male authors; 
and that, in this practice, both have pro- 
bably thought themſelves warranted by 
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the example of Solomon in his well- : 
known Song: a compoſition of which] C 
mult needs ſay, that how naturally ſoev I 
it came from a monarch of his character FE 
in thoſe earlier days of eaſtern imagin” th 
tion and eaſtern ardour, it ſhould by vB te 
means be made a model for Clniſtiu tu 
writers. In the New Teſtament, althouzM le: 


produced from the ſame region, we fol 
very little of this ſort, and that little! Wl the 
the chaſteſt and pureſt ſtrain ; at the (| ne, 


— ” 


SERMON X. 75 
time, that there we are expreſsly required 
and taught, to worihip God, who is a 
«© Spirit, in ſpirit and in truth.“ But 
when we diſapprove of the practice as in- 
diſcreet, muſt we condemn it too as ſen- 
ſual ; or becauſe in ſome it may have been 
the ebullition of a laſcivious fancy, ſhall we 
pronounce it to be ſo in all! Certain it 
is, that, among ſuch as have uſed it, there 
have been not a few eminently diſtinguiſh- 
ed by the purity of their manners. 

In the caſe of thoſe numerous votaries 
to the church of Rome, who, by violence 
or craft, deſpondence or ſuperſtition, are 
immured in convents; what can be more 
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natural, more reaſonable, or in truth more 
1 neceſſary, than that, being deprived of the 


pleaſures of this world, they ſhould aſk 
conſolation from the next! Or if finding 
it impoſſible to cultivate one of tlie ſtron 9 
| eſt propenſities of the human heart, by 
that kind of commerce which Nature in- 
tended, can they be juſtly blamed for 
turning to an object, whoſe infinite excel- 
lence ſhall furniſh endleſs ſcope for the 
beſt ſentiments and nobleſt affections of 
the ſoul, thoſe that are immediate] y con- 
nected with piety? Will not the ſame way 
5 G 2 | | + 8 
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of reaſoning be applicable to women l. 
ving in the world ? I apprehend, It will. 
But, in reality, the opinion we now 
xzamine would reflect no diſhonour on 
feminine devotion, did not thoſe who en- 
tertain it proceed upon a low idea of the 
paſſion referred to. Whatever hold that 
paſlion, for purpoſes apparently wife, may 
take at firſt of the animal part of our 
frame, they are utter ſtrangers to its ge- 
nuine character who do not know, that 
it is capable of riſing to the utmoſt re- 
linement. By pleading the cauſe of Vir- 
tuous Love, I thall be able to prove its 
connection with that whichis Divine. to be 
founded in nature; Imean in cultivated na- 


ture, where a ſenſe of the Divinity obtains. 


As virtuous love operates on both the ſexes 
pretty nearly alike, what I am going to 
obſerve of its effects on the men, may, [ 
believe, be juſtly applied to the impreſ- 
ſions produced by it on the women. 


Aman ſees, inſome public place, a great 


number of young perſons to whom he 
never ſpoke. He ſurveys them all. He i 
ſtruck with one, who is really leſs beau- 
tiful than ſeveral others preſent, and who 
is ſo even in his eyes : in her farour he 
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SERMON X. TT. 
decides at once. It is a common cale : 
how ſhall we account for it! I conceive, 
thus : Every countenance expreſſes, or 
is thought to expreſs, a character pe- 
culiar to itſelf; and that which correſponds 
E moſt with our particular taſte in the way 
of temper, behaviour, underſtanding, we 
E neceſſarily and ſpontaneouſly prefer. By 
# this character, therefore, whether real or 
Z imaginary, we are determined. As was 
E hinted in a former diſcourſe, it is the ſoul 
ve ſeek. With mind only can mind u- 
| nite. That which is preſented to our eyes 
| attracts us merely as an image of that 
| which they cannot perceive. Our ſenſes 
may be ſaid to tic the knot ; but, ſtrictly 
. WW ſpeaking, the knot is formed in the ſoul. 
Our ſenſes are properly the vehicles of 
o our affection ; but to that affection they 
ſtill act in ſubordination. It is ſupreme. 
Its power is indeed ſo great, that, were the 
| gratification of the ſenſes, in the paſſion 


at e are now conſidering, to interfere with 
he che intereſt of our nobler part, or with 


| this exalted ſentiment which conſtitutes 
Wis joy, they would be ſacrificed without 
beſitation. To virtuous love the ſpirit of 
. lacrifice is eſſential. What hazards, hard- 
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ſhips, loſſes, pains, has not this generous 
attachment encountered, with pleaſure, 
and even with ecſtaſy; happy in manifeſt- 
ing its zeal by the moſt arduous proofs! 
To mention but one inſtance amongſt ten 
_ thouſand, and that recorded in Holy Writ; 


ee A — „ 
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we are told, that © Jacob ſerved ſeven v 

© years for Rachel, and that they ſeemed : 2 

ce to him but a few days.” Why? For ? y 
the love he had to her.“ n 
But now ſuppoſe the man we have jut v 
imagined, to cheriſh with fondneſs the e 
ſadden impreſſion made upon him by a ; a 
certain appearance; to be introduced to fi 
the lady, and to admire her more and it 


more for thoſe internal qualities which, r. 
from that appearance, he preſumes her to v 
poſſeſs. With her looks too he is every e 
day more deeply ſmitten, but ſtill as they BR 
are the fancied picture of her mind. Tl ir 
icleal form follows him every where. Bu. 0 
fineſs, company, amuſement, he could ni ſ 
endure but for the thoughts of her, whio 


are for ever intermingling. Her convW P 
fation, her ſmiles, her approbation, eva d 
the ſlighteſt marks of her regard, are a 
bim happineſs unequalled, and ſuch as cul b 


only be excelled by the entire poſleſ100 
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of the endearing object. He purſues, he 
obtains it. And now ſuppoſe him to diſ- 
cover, that the character he uſed to con- 
template with tranſport was merely ima- 
ginary; that ſhe is abſolutely deſtitute of 
© the diſpoſitions, the ſentiments, in one 
word, the ſoul, which he had fondly fi- 
gured. Need I ſpeak the reſt ? "Ah, 
hat diſappointment and miſery | Where 
now is his love? Where the ſacred, fer- 
vent, elevated paſſion, he ſo lately fofter- 
ed as the felicity of his life ! Intellectual 
and moral beauty he chiefly ſought. He 
finds it not; and becauſe he does not find 
It, what e ? His very ſenſes, tho” 
remaining conſtitutionally the ſame, re- 
volt, are diſguſted, and chilled. The en- 
chanting face enchants no more : and 
why * ? Becauſe it no longer reflects the 
image that inflamed his breaſt. A fool 
or a tyrant ſtarts up there where ſenſe and 
ſoftneſs ſeemed to reſide. 

But now let us reverſe this ban 
part of the fcene, and ſuppoſe that the la- 
dy's real character anſwers to her appear- 
| ance ; that, inſtead of loſing, ſhe gains 
by a mare intimate acquaintance; in ſhort, 
that certain hidden graces, which no fear 
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B SERMON X. 
ture, form or air, could fully expreſs, dif: 
play themſelves as circumſtances rife to 
call them forth; what will be the conſe- 
quence ! That the youthful ardour of our 
lover will increaſe? No, but a better ar- 
dour will; that of rational eſteem, ſenti- 
mental complacence, and ſelf-congratula- 
tion. The other, as he advances in life, 
will gradually abate, and at length vaniſh. 
What then ? Will his tenderneſs yaniſh, 
or his affection abate ? By no means. We 
have ſeen, that, from the beginning, it 
was the love of her mind principally. k 
is ſo now more than ever. It has leſs e- 
motion ; it has more ſolidity: it is lef 
earthly ; it is more divine. It is love mel- 
lowed into friendſhip. What ſhall I ſay! 
It is the fineſt feeling of the human heart. 
And the attraction grows, partly by habit, 
partly by the increaſe of thoſe qualities 
that cauſed it on her ſide, and partly by 
the improvement of good diſpoſitions on 
his. The tumultuous and irre gular plca- Wt . 
ſures, to which perhaps, before he knew My 
her, he was addicted, have now loſt their 
reliſh. The calm yet intereſting joys he 
taſtes in her ſociety, occupy all his leiſure. 
From every engagement, whether of thc 


* 
Tas 
8 
N 
We Ie; } 
Vi 
Wo 
EY 


n A M ON RX. £6 


be or idle kind, he returns to her with 
new delight, glad to ſhake off the inter- 
2 W rupting world, and impatient when it 
= compels him to any long abſence. By 
the lovely ſympathies of her gentle bo- 
ſom, his cares are ſoothed, his _ 
E ſoftened, and his loſſes rendered eaſy. 

le ſucceſsful ? his ſucceſs is triumph, ** 
che thought, I ſhall be able to make 
her more happy whom m y ſoul loveth.? 
1 ſhe in pain or ſickneſs ? does her health 
decline! Will this man look on unconcern- 
ed? Ah! no: he will hang over her bed 


gan anguiſh more charming than all the lu- 


4 withered? Are the allurements of youth 
gone? Will he grow indifferent! No, no! 
Jin his eye ſhe is handſome till. In all ſhe 
= and does, and looks, he {till beholds, 
and {till admires, the r et and unfa- 
Wal g beauties of her ſoul. 

Wis any profane or inſenſible wretch, 


© he knows not, and which he cannot 


ation with ridicule, as viſionary and un- 


tural, I can _ pity him. You who 


g of diſtreſs with augmented fondneſs, with 


xury of ſenſual indulgence. Is her bloom 


prone “ to ſpeak evil of the things which 


1 ow, ſhould affect to treat this repreſen- | 
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82 S E RMO N X. 
are diſpoſed to be ingenuous and candid, 
may reſt aſſured that it is taken from life. 
Thoſe whom it reſembles, will own it true, 
vile they find it imperfect. But imperfed 
as it is, it will, if I miſtake not, be ſufſi 
cient to prove the point for Which J have 
produced it. . 
Abſtract, my ſiſters, from that regarl 
to perſon, which, in the pureſt paſſion be- 
tween the ſexes, we have acknowledged to 
be an original mgredient, but which we 
have found to be only an inferiour : wgn -i 
dient, and one whoſe operation is ſoon d-. 
miniſhed; abſtract from this, and what is : c 
there in al the reſt, that may not be tra: 
ced to the love of excellence? But what WM. 
elſe, I would gladly know, is the leading 
idea in the love of God? Between that Wi « 
Firſt of Beings, and the moſt accompliſ-M 
ed of his creatures, the diſtance is indeed 
infinite. The faireſt virtues we ſee around 
us are at belt but faint emanations from 
him who is the perfection of beauty. ; 
But from theſe and from the ad miratio 
they inſpire, it is, that we are led up MM 
him, as by ſa many pleaſing, though ſcat-W 
tered, ſtreams to their fountain. 


And now ſuppoſe that a young woman Wi 
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3 poſſeſſed with the belief of this higheſt 
excellence, is diſappointed] in her proſpects 
of an agreeable union with one of our 
ſex: ſhe turns her thoughts to heaven. 
she contemplates truth and rectitude, 
viſdom and goodneſs, power, mercy, and 
faithfulneſs, in their ſource. She conſi- 
ders them as all working together for her 
good]; ſhe ſees them ſhining through the 
cloud of diſappointment. From this cloud 
ſhe hears, as it were, her Maker thus ad- 
dreſſing her : My daughter, give me 


thy heart. Thy ſupreme affection none 
upon earth can deſerve. Human attain- 


ments are all defective ; human regards 


are often inſincere. Put not your truſt 
in the ſon of man: he may deceive, or 


he may change, or he may not be able to 
protect you. But of this kind you have 

nothing to fear from your Creator. 
Throw thyſelf, my child, on my friend- 


ſhip. She is not diſobedient to the 
heavenly call. She proſtrates herſelf in 
the preſence of the Moſt High. To him 


ſhe devotes that heart which he formed; 


to him ſhe pours it out with freedom. 
She adores the perfections of his nature; 
the frailties of her own, with all the fail- 
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84 SERMON X. 

ings of her life paſt, ſhe penirently confeſ. 
ſes; her tears flow. Her mind is relieved; 
conſolation pervades her ſoul; out of 
weakneſs ſhe waxes ſtrong. Virtue ne- 
yer appeared to her half ſo fair ; Religion 
riſes before her in full majeſty ; everlaſting 
objects open to her view; ſolitude and ſi- 
lence begin to charm. Converſe with her 
God, with her Saviour, with her Bible, 

with Herſelf, yields a pleaſure hitherto un 
known. In the midſt of ſociety ſhe longs Wt q 
for its return; from the diſſipation of * 
muſements ſhe retreats with joy; ſelf-de- 
nial, for the ſake of God and goodnels, 
loſes its name; her duty is her delight; 
the ſpirit of ſacrifice is felt in all its noble- 
neſs, She is great, and ſhe is happy .— 
Say, ye ſons of raillery; ye ſcoffers at fe- 
male devotion, declare; what is there in 
all this unnatural, iearionat: Or in any re. 
ſpect unſuitable to the beſt — of! 
the human mind? 
From what I have ſaid, let none ima- 
vine, that TI mean to infinuate female de- 
votion may not be found in married as 
well as ſingle life; or that a woman vil 

pot-lave recoundy to piety, unleſs ſhe be 
driven to it by a love. This, WF 
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ke every other diſtreſs, and more per- 

Y ins than any other, will prompt a young 
perſon of reflection to turn to the Al- 
mighty. But of worth or ingenuity thoſe 
W {rely have no true feeling, who think 
that the character of the Supreme cannot, 
from a heart well diſpoſed, command an 
% affectionate veneration in any condition, 
or under any circumſtance whatſoever. 
That in Female nature there are certain 
[: qualities which ſeem peculiarly calculated, 
by the grace of God, to diſpoſe it for the 
reception and culture of this Divine prin- 


„ ciple, I will procced, m the next place, to 
demonſtrate. 


= That your ſex are, in a particular de- 
- gree, ſuſceptible of all the tender afiec- 
Wiions, will, I preſume, be allowed by 
Wmoſt. Their propenſity to thoſe, with 
which the paſſion of love is more imme- 
iately complicated, has been charged 
Z pon them by many as matter of re- 
Eproach. What to me appears in general 
Zo do them honour, is the warmth of 
Wc attachments, and their a ptitude to 
: de affected with whatever has a tendency 
touch the heart. But I have always 
Wought, that the ſpirit of deyotion de- 
= Vo Ly II, H 


_ contrition, hope and fear, rather than on 
_ theological diſquiſition, however pro- 


alted. Religion, it is certain, has been 
often mazed and loſt in the labyrinth of 


Common ſenſe, calm reflection, univerſil 
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pends on ſentiment, rather than ratiocina- 
tion; on the feelings of gratitude and 
wonder, joy and ſorrow, triumph and 


found, or pious ſpeculation, however ex- 


ſchool-divinity. Although, in con- 
** tending for the faith once delivered to 
6 the ſaints,” againſt the attacks of 
unbelievers, ſound criticiſm and difpat- 
ſionate argument be undoubtedly the 
proper weapons, and although, to think- 
ing minds, they be alſo the natural inſtru- 
ments of information and conviction ; yet 
is it not by them that the devotional prin- 
ciple is awakened and kept alive. 
For unintelligible impreſſions, or will 
enthuſiaſm, I am not an advocate. He 
that is, expoſes religion to diſgrace. 


righteouſneſs, a humanity unlimited by 
party, a moderation that can appland vi 
tue in an enemy; theſe, my dear charge 
muſt never be given up on Any pretenceW 
or for any perſuaſion. A faith withovl 
morality, a deyuuion repugnant to zeal 
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are not Chriſtianity, but hypocriſy, or ſu- 


perſtition. Beware of ſuch as, under the 
maſk of zeal, would ſeek to remove you 
from the ani. ground which, by God's 

bleſſing, can ſecure your ſtedfaſtneſs, i im- 
provement and comfort; T mean a ſober 


evangelical piety. 


In the days of the ne there were 


thoſe that lay in wait to deceive, that 


6 crept into widows houſes, and Icd cap- 
{ tive filly women. In our days, their 
ſucceſſors are numerous. I ſay again, 


Of fach beware; „ leſt by any means, 


das the ſerpent beguiled Eve through 
his ſubtilty, ſo your minds ſhould be 


'* corfupted from the ſimplicity that is 


din Chriſt.” Remember always, that 
© whatever teacher or teachers would avail 
Z themſelves of the warmth of your paſ- 
ſions, or the vivacity of your imaginations, 


to ſeduce you into any ſyſtem unfriendly 
to a good temper and a good life, do 
either miſtake the true deſign of the go- 


1 ſpel, or have an ill deſign on you. But 
then, on the other hand, you may be e- 


qually aſſured, that whatever teacher or 
teachers old attempt, by dry diſputa- 


tion or cold i inquiry, to convert or edify 
| H 2 
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88 SER MON XC. 5 
fouls, are ſtrangers alike to nature and to 3 le 
Chriſtianity. What in truth is the latter, 3 
but an affectionate and powerful addreſs {i ?* 
to the former, divinely adapted to take . 
hold, not of the underſtanaing only, but i” 
of the conſcience, the will, and the paſ- Þ 
ſions; that is, of the molt vital and ope- 

rative principles of the heart? 

Among the reſt I mentioned the paſ- 

ſion of F car. We are told by an apolile, 
that perfect love caſteth out fear.” 

Wit: But perfect love, in matters of religion, 

cCarnot, ſtrictly underſtood, be fuppoſed 
= compatible with human frailty. To that 
3s the ſyſtem of Jeſus graciouſly propor- 

' tioned. There the paſſion I ſpeak of is 
applied to, in a manner the moſt ſtriking 

that can be conceived. For what pur- 
poſe ? To damp refolution, or diſhearten 
hope? No; but to reſtrain the impetuo- 
fity of deſire, and to prevent the mifery 
ot diforder; not to frighten you from the 
mercy- ſeat, but to ſhow you the neceſſity 
of taking ſhelter there. You, my fe- 
male friends, are naturally fearful. A 
conſcious weakneſs prompts you conti- 
nually to ſeek protection. Feeling your- 


{elves, and knowing your {ex to be help- 


r is 
E leſs, you flee to men for ſafety. But do 
7 vou always find it in them ?-—Need 1 
. point you to a ſure refuge? I have done 
[ : it already. Are you mortified at the ti- 
| N | midity of your nature ? 'Are you de- 
preffed by the feebleneſs of your frame * 
ZI know not that you have cauſe. I am 
certain you have not; if a ſenſe of your 
condition have induced you to put your- 
ſelves under the guardianſhip of Omnipo- 
; : ence. Many of you, it 1s evident, have 
? the art of turning your infirmities to your 
own advantage, ſo far as concerns your 
: nfluence with our ſex. But that power, 
x vhich you thus extract from imbecillity, 
Bs often, alas! by the unhappineſs of your 
paſſions, only rendered productive of new | 
und greater weakneſſes ; whereas, if you 
Pere wiſe, you might, on your natural 
7 allty, build an invincible ſtrength, by 
: Fong the protection of the Almighty: 
Your encouragements to do this, by the 
Fractice of ſuch a piety as I am now re- 
: Pramendin „I will conſider in the next 
1 ace; thoſe & cncouragements, I mean, 
„ bich both Providence and ſcripture pre- 
Mi to your ſex, with an appropriation as 
4 lcrvable in itſelf, as it is merciful to yous 
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Nothing can be more plain, than that 
Providence has placed you moſt common- 
ly in circumſtances peculiarly advantage. 
ous for the exerciſes of deyotion, and 10 
the preſervation of that virtue, without 
which every profeſſion of godlineſs mul 
| be regarded as an impudent pretence. 
The ſituation of men lays them open to f 
a variety of temptations, that he out of 
your road. The buſtle of life, in which 
they are generally engaged, leaves then 
often but little leiſure for holy offices. 
Their paſſions are daily ſubject to be : 
heated by the ferment of buſineſs; ; and 
how hard is it for them to avoid being 
importuned to exceſs, while ſometinies“ 
preſent intereſt, frequently a prefling ap 
petite, and yet more frequently the fear d 
ridicule, ſtimulates them to comply | Ho 
very hard for a young man to withſtanlF } 
„The world's dread laugh, 4 

« Which ſcarce the firm philoſopher cos 
(0 fcorn !?“ ll | 3» 
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In the caſe of our lex, do we not oi ; 
ſee ranked on the ſide of not 5 
that reputation which ou ght to attend 
ſobriety alone Is not the laſt «pol 


{ 


laughed at by thoſe, to whoſe Opinion 


# giddy young men will pay moſt reſpect, 
their own companions ! 
3 trary cried up as a mark of ſpirit? And 
if, in their unreſtrained converſation, a- 


Is not its con- 


mon git a diverlity of humours, they meet 
with affronts, are they not conſtantly told, 


that the maxims of honour require them 


to take revenge? Is not all this extremely 


unfavourable t. to the religious life, of which 


= fo great a part conſiſts in purity and pray- 


er, in regularity and coolneſs, in felf-com- 


mand and mild affections? But from ſuch 
ſnares your ſex are happily exempted. _ 
In many inftances men are attacked by 


folly, before they ſurrender ; whereas 
women muſt generally invite it by art, 
or rather indeed take it by violence, ere 


they can poſſeſs themſelves of its guilty 


pleaſures. So far the Almighty, in con- 
ſideration of their debility, and from a re- 
gard to their innocence, has raiſed a kind 
of fence about. them, to prevent thoſe 


wilder excurſions into which the other ſex 


are frequently « carried, with a freedom un- 
checked by fear, and favoured by cultom. 
Corrupt as the world is, it certainly 
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does expect from young women a 1 


*o» 


$3. MON I 
decorum; nor, as we have ſeen before, 
does it eaſily forgive them the leaſt devia- 

tion. Add, that, while you remain with- 

out fame of your own, few of you 
are neceſſarily fo engaged, as not to have 

a large portion of time, with daily oppor- 
tunities for recollection, if you be inclined 
to improve them. I go farther, and ſub- 
join, that your improving them by a picty 
the molt regular and avowed, if withal 
_ unaffected and amiable, will be no fort 
of objection to the men, but much the 
reverſe. 

A bigoted woman every man of ſenſe 
will carefully ſhun, as a moſt diſagree- 
able, and even dangerous companion. 
But the ſecret reverence which that ma- 
jeſtic form, Religion, imprints on the 
hearts of all, is ſuch, that even they who 


will not fbrait to its dictates themfelves, 


do yet wiſh it to be regarded by thoſe 
with whom they are connected m the 
neareſt relations. The verieſt infidel of 
them all, I am apt to believe, would be 
ſorry to find his ſiſter, daughter, or wife, 
under no reſtraint from rehgioug principle. 
Thus it is, that even the greateſt Hiber- 
tines are forced to pay, at the ſame in- 
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1 ſtant, a kind of implicit reſpect to the 
two main objects of their proffigate ſa- 
tire, Piety and Women; while they con- 
ſider theſe as formed for each other, and 
tacitly acknowledge, that the firſt is the 
only effectual means of enſuring the good 
behaviour of the laſt. Let them talk as 
long, and as contemptuouſly as they will, 
| about that eaſy credulity, and thoſe ſu- 
perſtitious terrors, which they pretend to 
0 the foundation of your religion, ſome- 
thing within will always give them the 
: ie, ſo long as they perceive that your re- 
boon renders you more ſteadily virtuous, 
5 nd more truly lovely. 

But let us turn to ſcripture, and 5 
phat peculiar incitement you have from 
hence to the profeſſion and practice of 
godlineſs. How encouraging to reflect, 
hat the very firſt promiſe made to the 
guman race diſtinguiſhed your ſex with a 
Hark of honour, as ſignal as it was un- 
Fampled! Need I explain myſelf by ſay- 
g, that the greateſt perſonage who 
Per viſited our world, he who came on 
1 e moſt important deſign, and who. 
ccuted it in the moſt wonderful man- 
1 W none other, in ſhort, than the Son 
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of God, who was manifeſted to de- 
Ty ſtroy che works of the devil,“ and on 

their ruins to raiſe an empire of righteoul: 
_ neſs and happineſs, elevated as "heaveh 
and laſting as eternity---that He, I fay 
was from the beginning predicted unde We 
the ſingular and intereſting character of er 
the Led of the woman! How exalt-W 
ing a circumſtance for your whole cx, 
that the Saviour of men, the admiration 
of angels, and the Prince of heaven, was 
accordingly, “ in the fulneſs of time, mad © 
of a woman! And, oh! my young 
friends, what dignity will it for ever r- 
flect on maiden virtue, that . a Virgin 
_ © conceived and bore a Son, the only-b-WE 
©. gotten of the Father, full of grace and 
„truth?“ Where is the religion of ti: 
pbiloſaphy, that bas lifted your nature 
high, or placed the beauty of female pu 
rity and excellence in a light ſo conſpict 
ous and noble? | x 

Nor muſt we forget to take notice of th Þ 
particular honours, with which individu 
of your ſex have had their memories travM | 
mitted to poſterity by the ſacred recorꝭ 
Not to inſiſt on the females of the Oli £ 
Teſtament, - that, through faith, ha 
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| CG obtained a good report; it merits your 
obſervation how many we read of in the 
New, who, for the duties of devotedneſs 
to their Saviour, the liberalities of reſpect 


f 5 * 1 
eo his perſon, and even the heroiſm of zeal 
"= 


in his cauſe, are marked out with a pre- 
ęeminence perfectly diſtinguiſhable. 

When of his apoſtles the moſt ſanguine 
had denied, had even forſworn, and all 
the reſt had forſaken him and fled, we 
find thoſe faithful and gentle creatures 
ſurrounding his croſs with lamentations, 
which they were neither aſhamed nor a- 
fraid to avow. Never, ſure, did female 
tears appear more graceful. Nor were 
Whey merely that tranſient flow of mecha- 
ical grief, ſo eaſily furniſhed by too ma- 
ny eyes, where the heart has little or no 
Whare in the ſoft effuſion. The love which 
Whoſe devout daughters of Jeruſalem bore 
to their Maſter, nothing could extinguiſh. 
Who has not read that affecting ſtory of 
che viſit to his ſepulchre, paid by the pi- 
us Maries and their little company, to- 
ether with the kind, generous, and, as 
t might have proved, very e e 
Horpoſe which produced it? Their ſetting 
out alone, at fo early an hour, while it 
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was yet dark, to engage in fo ſolemn i 
ſcene, affor La a ſtriking proof of th: : 
courage and conſtancy with which ther 
piety had inſpired them, amidſt all tha ME 
{ſpirits like theirs muſt have ſuffered from 5 
ſo many circumſtances of ſorrow. In 7 
their countenances, words, and geſture 5 
on that occaſion, I think I read the pain 
ful, yet anuable emotions that wrought 
in their tender throbbing hearts. I an 
particularly charmed with the eager anxi- | 
ety, and beautiful diſtreſs of Mary Mag- 
dalene; whoſe gratitude for the tranſcen- 
dent mercies ſhe had received, did then 
flame out with ſuch uncommon fervour. 
While I contemplate the whole tranſac. 
tion, with the conduct that preceded it, | 
cannot but admire that juſtice which, in 
preference to all others, honoured thol: 
excellent women with being the firſt wit- 
neſſes and publiſhers of Chriſt's reſurrcc- WM 
tion, or, as an ancient writer has expreſſel 
it, Apoſtles to the Apoſtles themſelves. 
A very natural, as it is, in effect, a mol |M 
memorable atteſtation to their ſupericu e 
attachment and unconquerable fidelity. 
Surely it was not in vain that thc anna: 
of inſpiration have regiſtered thoſe plea · 
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: : ng facts with ſuch particularity. There 
Y they ſtand, and will for ever ſtand, TIER 
ſtrious monuments of female worth, in a 
5 conjuncture molt pecuharly trying, and 
Jof the extraordinary approbation it met 
vith from him, in whoſe ſigbt devotion 
and perſeverance, afſection and faith, will 
always outſhine the more ſhowy qualities 
hat fill the world with hiſtory and wonder. 
I ſhould have mentioned before this, the 
friendſhip of Jeſus to the ſiſters of Laza- 
rus; his applauſe of the woman of Ca- 
Baan, and his pathetic addreſs to the wo- 
men who followed him weeping, While 
he carried his croſs. It is hkewife worthy 
Wt remark, that of all the diſciples, he 
ho ſeems, in a certain Divine ſweetneſs. 
If diſpoſition, to have reſembled him moſt, 
Hire cted one of thoſe epiſtles which make 
part of our ſcriptures, to a Lady, a per- 
Wn of diſtinction, much reſpected by him 
Id all the believers of that time for her 
[ Unent piety, and that of her children. 
And now if, with encouragements like 
Peſe to the love of God and of your Sa- 
Pur, any of you, my fair auditory, 
Would live in forgetfulneſs of both; what 
all we ſay of ſuch, but that they are de- 
Vo L. II. 1 
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ſtitute of true ambition, and totally inſen- 
{ible to the moſt ciſtinguiſhin g favours of 
heaven? 

But perhaps we ſhall be told, that thoſe 
perpetual flatteries which many of you 
meet with from men, on account of its 
inferiour gifts, ſuch as youth, beauty, fan- 
cy, ſprightlineſs, prevent or deſtroy thoſe 
better ſentiments which you mi rot be 0- 
therwiſe diſpoſed to cultivate. I doubt it 
not. But do you plead this as an excule! 
Your ſituation, we have granted all along, 
ſubjects you to temptations in particular 
inſtances; but we have now ſeen, that it 
frees you from other very dangerou 
ſnares, and includes the moſt powerful 
attractives to your duty. What are yu 
to infer from the whole, but that you 
ought to avail yourſelves of theſe advarW 
tages, for fortifying and guarding youll 
where-ever you he expoſed ? | 
I have juſt named what appears to me 
your ſex's weakeſt fide. To arm you 0 4 
that, I have had opportunities of offering 
a variety of precautions. I now add, and 'S 
it ſhall be my laſt conſideration on this o 
caſion, that Revelation concurs with Rf 


ſon to furniſh the ſtrongeſt weapons i 
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8 E RM ON X. 99 
great an enemy to your ſouls. | 
That your ſouls are immortal, is pro- 


velation. But the arguments from either 
I hold it unneceſſary to propole here. To 
attempt the conviction of female infidels, 
falls not within my preſent deſign. In- 
deed I fear it were a hopeleſs undertaking. 
That prepoſterous vanity, and that open 
or ſecret profligacy, by which they have 
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been warped into ſcepticiſin, would, in all 
blikelihood, baffle any endeavours of mine. 


If they be not however ſo far gone in that 
unhappy [yſtem, as to be reſolved againſt 
all ſober inquiry, I would earneſtly recom- 
mend to their peruſal a few of the many 
excellent writings whichthisage and coun- 
try have produced in favour of religion 


ume I would juſt remind them, that the 


me 5 daring and diſputatious ſpirit of unbelief 


: is utterly repugnant to female ſoftneſs, 

and to that amiable docility which, in their 

: ſex, is ſo peculiarly pleaſing to ours; not 

o mention, that, from an infidel partner, 

a man can have no proſpect of conſola- 

tion 1 in choſe hours of diſtreſs, when the 
12 


. A 


defence againſt that adulation which | 18 ſo | 


bable from reaſon, and certain from re- 


both nataral and revealed. At the ſame 
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100 SERMON X. 
hopes of futurity can alone adminiſter re- 
hef---To you, my Chriſtian hearers, I was 


going to obſerve, that the ſtedfaſt and ſe- 


: rious belief of immortality, as pointed out 
in your frame, and brought to night by 
the goſpel, will excite ſuch a mighty con- 


cern to fecure its grand intereſts, ſuch a 


high ſenſe of your internal dignity, ſuch 
a a predominant ambition of being accept- 


able in his eye who can make you happy 
or wretched for ever, as muſt neceſſarih 
leſſen, in your's, every external and pc- 


riſhing advantage. 


If you be indeed poſſeſſed by thoſe 


principles, he that, from ſpiritual and e- 


verlaſting objects, mooki turn your chief 


regard to ſłin- deep and ſhort-lived allare- 
ments, will ſurely, in a moment of recol- 
lection at leaſt, be looked upon by you as 


a tempter to be ſhunned. That pride of 


life, which, in the eye of folly, ſwells into 


ſuch importance, will ſhrink and fade a- 


way into its native littleneſs in her eſtima- 
tion, whoſe thoughts are often entertain- 
ed with the magnificence and ſplendour of 
eternal things. To that young woman, 
Who, like her of Bethany, has choſen 
« the good parts „ who, meekly penſive, 


95 SERMON X. 10 f 
ts at the feet of Jeſus, and with delight- 
ed reverence hears his words, the inſinu- 
© ation of the vicious, the impertinence of 
che vain, in ſhort, whatever would rob 
her of her portion, or obſtruct her enjoy- 
Wing it, will not, I think, be over pleaſmg. 
To her the care of her ſalvation is the one 
thing needful. Compared with that, e- 
ven the beſt things of this world appear, 
Prhat in truth they are, but trifles; f 
Evhich, becauſe the condition of mortality 
5 tees it unavoidable, ſhe ſhares with 
E Fheerfulneſs, but in which ſhe ſhares with | 
oderation too, becauſe ſhe has buſineſs 
o mind of infinite moment. 

„What ſhall it profit a man, -3f he ſhall 
gain the whole Saks , and loſe his own. 
* foul??? The queſtion was aſked by him 
rho knew right well the value of both. 
ad he aſked, What ſhall it profit a Wo- 
man, if he {hall gain the whole world, 
and loſe her own ſoul ?* would the Gate 
W the queſtion have been altered ? You 
Will not ſay it. Weighed agamſt a ſoul, 
Ne empire of the earth were duſt in tlie 
: Blance. - What then ſhall we call thoſe 
a un gs for which ſinners are daily forfeit- 
cheir ſalyation ? Tell me, ye flatter- 
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e STN 
ed fair ones, what is the worth of praiſe 
or adnuration from knaves, or from fools, 
for Which ſo many of you are ready to 
forfeit yours? Ye daughters of Vauity, 
tell me what will dreſs, or ſhow, or ga 
ety of any kind, where God and goodneh 
are neglected, ©* profit in the day cf 
Wrath!“ In that day of difcovery and 
deciſion, what will appearances avail - 
Ws! Give me back theſe laſt ſentences : I had 
wh - forgotten: Dreſs, ſhow, gaiety, appear 
BY ances, will be then no more---But hold; 
before we look fo far, let us fee what they 
can perform now. 
They can attract attention; they cal 
allure deſire ; they can. excite encomium 
deceive the unwary, and captivate tl 
weak, for a little. But inform us, t 
boaſted beauties, who are told every d 
of your power, what permanent lod 
good can it procure? Bring it to til 
prodf. Bid the ſun, that meaſures youll 
days, ſtand ſtill; command the current 
time, that . you along, to ſtop! 
fay e. wrinkled: age, to fell diſeaſe, ' 
— * death, Approach me not, ye frigU4l 
ful forms. Alas h they are deaf as Ui 
adder, and fiubbarn as the rock. I 
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SERMON: X. 103 


ten your influence in ſome ſmaller thing. 

Make the experiment on the head-ach : 
enjoin it to be gone. It goes not. But 
perhaps the heart-ach may hear, and o- 
bey: your inward feelings at leaſt ſhould 
be under your controul. But you have 
given them the rein; nor will they be 
checked on a ſudden. While you have 
thought only of conquering other hearts, 
you have ſuffered headſtrong paſſions to 
conquer your own. Summon then your 
worſhippers, and order them to interpoſe; 
ſee if, by all their incenſe, and all their 
zeal, they can keep you young in ſpite of 
years, or make you glad in ſpite of afflic- 
on. They are ſilent. Ak them if they 
vill undertake to die for you ? They re- 

ure. Call after them, Will you an- 
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in fer for us at the judgment day 25—— | 
muß Again that awful period ruſhes on the 

üb mind. Ah! my friends, what will you 
odo then without religion? The thought is 

m big wich horror. Then, then it ſhall be 

op feen, with an evidence bright and terrible 
Is che funeral fire of Nature, that beau- 

eu ty is deceitful, and favour is vain.— 

vn But what means that univerſal out of | 


human and an gelick voices? WI words 


104 SERMON Kl. 
are thoſe which I hear reſoundin g thro? 


the aſſembly of the univerſe? © A woman 


that feareth the Lord, She {hall be 
cc < praiſed! PO. 


Ti E R M N . 
n F emale Piet). 


— — 
— — 


1 Tim. ii. 10. M hich becometh Women 
profeſſing godlineſs. 

Prov. xxxi. 30. Favour i is deceitful, and 
beauty is vain: but a woman that 


| feareth the Lord, jou ſhall be Pays ed, 
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F, from what has deen advanced con- 
cerning Female Piety, you be ſatisfied 
of its importance and neceſſity; you vil 
naturally attend, while I proceed, with- 
out any preface, to ſhow you in what 
manner it may be cultivated with moſt 
ſucceſs. a 
It is difficult to fay, white tie lis 
mental daties of religion, as they are uſu- 
ally termed, have been more miſrepre- 
ſented by ſuperſtition and Hypocriſy on 
one hand, or by vieious refinement and 
vain philoſophy on the other, By the 
former they have been extolled, as if the) 
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9 S ER MO N KI. 105 
vere the whole of religion; while the lat- 
ter have decried them as vul gar, unavail- 
Wing, and inſignificant. The real truth is, 
that they are not only a part of reli gion, 
put an eſſential and important part of it; 
eſſential, as expreſſing its ſeveral affec- 
: tions, nd important, as nouriſhing and 
maintaining them; eſſential, as a direct 
Erompliance with the Divine authority, and 
Important, as rendering ſuch compliance 
Wnore ready and habitual. 

g Habits, we all know, are formed by 
Wnany reiterated acts; and if theſe be diſ- 
L Fontinued, thoſe will in time be loſt. As 
Food inapreſſions are at firſt produced by 
Proper attention, ſo, if this be ſuſpended, 
ey will ſoon fade from the mind; and 
Wc ſooner, no doubt, that many of them 
Wt leaſt were produced there, in oppoſition 
d appetite, faſhion, and the maxims of 
Wc world. Even friendſhip itſelf, which 
as originally ſo powerful a hold of the 
uman heart, is not to be preferved alive 
ithout that interchan ge of words and 
ons, if the parties be near; or tha 
mmerce of thou ghts and wiſhes, if they 
not, to which it naturally inclines, 


hat could you expect from him who 
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106 SERMON XI. 


ſhould profeſs to entertain an affection fo 
you, and yet teſtify no deſire of your com. 
_ pany, take no delight 1 in your converſa- 
tion, or, if abſent, never inquire after 
you? Religion is a Divine Friendſhip, to 
be begun and continued nearly in the ſame 
manner with that which is Human ; ms 
king allowance ſtill for the infinite diſps 
rity between the Creator and the creature 
between the Sovereign Spirit, all pure and 
perfect, and a dependant mind, embodie 
and frail. 
In cultivating: a friendſhip which you 
withed to be thorough and laſting, ya 
would often ſtep aſide from the crowd tt 
enjoy the freedom of undiſturbed cor 
verſe; you would lay open your heat 
with en to the object beloved, lit 
en to each communication with pleaſure, 
enter more and more into the ſame co 
ceptions, exchange every poſlible man 
of eſteem, and, in the end, eſtabliſh u 
union of 8 and of ſ yo „ alike clo 
and tender. Now here we have ſome re 
ſemblance of private devotion. It is nf 
my deſign to purſue this reſemblance thi 
its ſeveral parts; neither do I pretend i 
ſay, that it holds. minutely in every o, 
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f them: but the general ground is clear, 
5 o her who believes in an omnipreſent De- 
ty, and knows, that between minds there 
» ay be an intercourſe independent of the 
enſes. The application can only be learnt 


008 
vy practice, and much practice too. 
It will not be learnt by thoſe who have 


vo reliſh for retirement. The Almighty's 
oice muſt be often attended to in the fi- 
* . lence of the paſſions, and the ſecrecy of 
che ſoul. Thoſe are yet ſtrangers to their 
Maker who cannot endure to think of him, 
or do not love to turn to him when 
lone. Is the reverſe of this, my dear 
Wicarers, your caſe? Are your meditations 
| Pe God {ſweet ? Does your heart go out 
ter him, as its belt and greateſt object! 
Is 1t your joy to pour it forth into his pa- 
ö Lal boſom ? Do you frequently find 


| he exerciſe ſo delightful, as to quit it 
ai" unwillingneſs ? Do you generally 
| oF <rceive your ſentiments raiſed and re- 
106 ined by it, your ideas of your duty quick - 
ned and enlarged, your deteſtation of the 
ontrary confirmed and heightened, your 
jw clolutionsinvigorated ofcourſe, your gra- 
d itude, humility, meeknels, reſignation, 


and good affections of every kind, impro= 


\ 
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ved? Then are you a true worſhipper, 
Theſe are ſome of the genuine workings 
of piety. EEE 

I inquire not, whether they are the re- 
ſult of longer or ſhorter prayers, of ſtudied 
forms, or extempore addreſs, of more or 

fewer ſtated ſeaſons for ſuch offices. In 

| theſe particulars, different minds require a 
diverſity, oradifferent education occaſions 
it. But ihe, I ſuppoſe, will be the greatel 
proficient in the Spirit of prayer, who isat 
the greateſt pains to be ſo; I do not mean 
in the way of ſcience or art, but in that 
earneſtneſs and perſeverance. _ 

Beſide the regular, invariable and ſo- 
lemn performance of your morning and 
evening devotions, it would be well if 
now and then, eſpecially on the day of 
ſacred reſt, you took repeated opportunt 
ties of entering into your cloſet, ſhutting 
your door, and praying to your Father . 
who ſees in ſecret; according as you found 

yourſelf in a happier diſpoſition for ſuch 
employment, or were prompted to it by 
ſome peculiar occurrence in your ſituation Wh 
or exigence in your ſoul. And if, at cer: 
tain times of the year, pointed out by re. 
ligious cuſtom, or fixed upon by perſonal 
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choice, you were to conſecrate a whole 
day to holy retreat and devotional exer- 
dſes, joined with prudent faſting ; you 
would, I am per ſuaded, find it as bigh- 
U 8 m your own practice, as it 
comes ſtrongly recommended by the ex- 
perience of the ſaints. 


b should! in prayer neither truſt wholly t 
our ſingle fund of thought and co 
ſion, ſuppoſing it even rich and various, 
; nor confine yourſelf entirely to forms, by 
whatever man or ſet of men comnmoled.; 
Put uſe ſometimes one, ſometimes the 
: other, and ſometimes a mixture of both, 
Huſt as the attraction of your mind ſeems 
geo lead at the moment, or as any of theſe 


oſt ſatisfaction and advantage In effect, 

am convinced, that of thoſe who, in this 
0 ind of commerce, mit themſelves to 
I heir own unaſſiſted ſtock, the greater part 
iu often, particularly in circumſtances 
| bad health or ſpiritual dryneſs, be re- 
| Wuced to ſuch ſtraits as muſt produce a 
Woverty of devotion which they could not 

. did they proceed on a larger foun- 

ation. On the other hand, I cannot 
It . II. „ | 


' „ 


If you might be adviſed by me, Ion 


. methods may, on trial, be attended wit 
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conceive, that, even amongſt thoſe whoare 
moſt rel to forms, any ſincere wor- 
 flupperſhould not, bythe ſwelling of ſenti 
ment, and the current of devotion, be fre- 
quentlycarried awayinto a freer and fuller 
_ effuſion of the heart. 
As to thelengthof thoſe duties, I woull 
only {ay, that you mult be governed by 
your condition both outward and mward; 
that you are to avoid every thing carelels 
or formal, whether with or without pre- 
W ae words; that little intermiſſion 
are often extremely uſeful to relieve the 
mind, and fit it for a new exertion of ib 
powers ; but that, on the other ſide, br 
praying in continuity, the ſoul is often 
warmed into life and energy, till chat ex 
erciſe, which was begun with languor,) 
concluded with affection. . 
When I ſpeak of affection, let me wa" 
you not to miſtake the efferveſſence a p 
fancy for the ſpirit of devotion. They a 
two things widely different. By th" 
<« fruits yeſhallknowthem.”” The fluenq T 
tcars, and rapture, produced by the fill 
are mechanical, ſuperficial, and in cif 
tive; engendering only the confidence 9 


Exchuſiaſn, Or . themſelves ni 
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| : ſerupuloſity of Superſtition. The laſt, 
I though frequently accompamed with flu- 
Þ ency, tears, and rapture, at leaſt in minds 
Jof much ſenſibility, is yet often not ſo; 
but then, it leaves the heart better, how- 
everthis may not be diſcerned immediate- 
ly. She who ſometimes, perhaps, like the 
C {elf-abaſed publican, 1s able only to {igh 
out, God be merciful to me a ſmner,”” - 
may, in that All- ſecing g eye, be as acceptable 
as the moſt eloquent petitioner that ever 
addreſſed the throne of Heaven. We read 
Jof © the Spirit's helping our infirmities“ 
In this very exerciſe, © and making in- 
<< tercefſion for us with groanings that 
cannot be uttered.” : 
g Mental prayer, and ſilent ejaculation, I 
Vill not now conſider. They are the at- 
tainments of perſons far advanced in dc- 
Jvotion. By purſuing the track I point 
Put, you may hope to reach them in one 
; legree or another; and ſome experience in 
: them will lead you to more. Thoſe who 
an abſtract and concentrate their minds, 
as readily to place themſelves in the pre- 
Pence of God, where-ever they are, and to 
WF onverle with him even in acrowd, whe- 
er by continued conterplatian, « or by 
Gf | | K 2 
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ſudden dartings of pious affection toward 
him on the point of a vigorous thought, 
certainly poſſefs a very noble ſecret, fruit- 
ful alike of edification and enjoyment; 
tuch teo, as renders them much leſs de- 
pendent on the accidents of their ſituation, 
ſince, let their buſineſs or other engage- 
ments be what they will, they may be {til 
with God, calm, ſelf- poſfeſſed, and he ppih 
diſpoſed to pray always : a ſtate of (pi 
ritual life, which there 1 1s reaſon to fear 1s 
known by few. | 

There is a kind of middle practice 
which is probably leſs uncommon, as it 1s 
certainly more eaſy; that of praying with 
a repreſſed voice, or one not in the leaſt 
audible to a ſecond perſon, while yet the 
words are diſtinctly and dehberatcly ſpo- 
ken by the worſhipper, who, by ſuch 
means, preſerves bis ideas from diſſipa- 
tion, and impreſſes them more deeply on 
Ins own heart. I ſaid deliberately; be- 


cauſe, m this as well as in every other 


method of prayer, hurry and Precipita- 


tion are utterly incompatible with the ſpi- WM 


rit of devotion. 


Of even the ſtrongeſt and moſt retir ed : 
minds i it may, 1 beheve, be affirmed, that y 
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Wo they never think at all, on whatever Occa- | 
ſion, without the ſecret or internal uſe of 
Inguage; although they ſeldom attend 
to it. Be that as it may, I am ſatisfied, 
Achat vocal prayer, whether more or leſs 
W articulate, will be found, in general, by 
far the moſt proportioned to the han 
and particularly to the female faculties. 
got the manner laſt mentioned, we have 
Za remarkable example in the S of. 
Z ny It is a beautiful paſſage, ſtrong- 
ly expreſſiye of the workings of a devout. 
but ſorrowful ſpirit, and at the ſame time 
Hof the power of devotion to turn ſorrow: 
: and ſighing into joy and praiſe. : 
= One thing we may boldly pronounce, 
a a maxim which will never fail; that ſhe 
ho has worſhipped to purpoſe," in what-- 
ver mode ſhe has worſhipped, who comes. 
we improved or eſtabliſhed in worthy 
iſpoſitions, whether theſe be attended 
prith much emotion or with none, with: 
ir nuch deli ght. or with little, at the time. 
This remark I judged peculiarly. neceſſary 
ere, conſidering how eaſily you, my 
ung friends, may be miſled on this 
; ubject by that ardour of paſſion, and 
bat at vivacity of _— which, are ſo na- 


2 


4 


) 


FEE 
. 
» + 3 
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- 
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| tural to you; and which, where-ever de- 
votion is concerned, are ſo prone to aſ- 
they can only aid its flights. 
which, however they may chance to en- 


gage the underſtanding, or entertain the 


that affected you moſt nearly, or to throv 


the common opinion, that the fſeveriM 


| duce into a mere trial of {kill, or to r 
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{ume its name, when, at the very beſt, 


On the fame principle, I would caution 
you not to loſe yourſelves in generalities; 


imagination, ſeldom touch the conſcience, 
or intereſt the heart. In converling with 
a virtuous and intimate friend, you would 
chooſe certamly to dwell on thoſe matters 


out thoſe reflections that moſt readily oc- 
curred, In this higher correſpondence 
you ſhould do the ſame ; only with more 
folemnity, and greater abſtraction from 
ſecular objects. 


Nothing can be more erroneons than 


parts of prayer, as they are uſually term 
ed, ought to enter into every longer a 
of devotion. What is this, but to re 


ſtrain within the trammels of a ſyſtem; 
and thereby degrade to a laborious and 1 
jejune piece of formality, that bid 
ought to be free and unaffected, natur 1 
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and noble? I am going into the com- 
EZ © pany of a boſom- friend. Let me ſet- 
d © tle before-hand the whole plan of our 
converſation ; that I may be ſure to in- 
troduce ſuch and ſuch topics, in order 
to diſcuſs them ſeverally, one after ano- 
ther, at full length, and with due con- 
© © nection.'—--He who ſhould talk in this 
manner, would diſcoyer, methinks, very 
little acquaintance with the ſpirit of friend- 
& ſhip. In that, my ſiſters, and in true de- 
votion, there is nothing, believe me, ar- 
uficial, nicely managed, or elaborately 
ſtudied. Eſteem, ſentiment, confidence, 
a ſympathy of ſoul, and the overflowings 
of the heart are all in all. I think not at 
preſent of the public offices of religion, 
where, in thoſe who lead them, more 
Z regularity and accuracy are no doubt re- 
= quired, | 
= On the whole, when you addrefs the 
ſeat of mercy, you ought to ſpeak what 
Jou feel moſt ſtrongly at that particular 
ſeaſon; to follow, without ſcruple, the in- 
ward attraction before mentioned; to in- 
ſiſt on thoſe things of a ſpiritual nature, 
that are then attended with the greateſt 
reliſh; to continue your attention to them 
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calmly, but fixedly, while that reliſh re- 
mains; then to paſs on, if time and o- 
ther circumſtances permit, to ſomething 
elſe, ſtill without any agitation or violent 
effort; nor deeming it neceſſary to follow 
out this new tract, ſhould another preſent 
itſelf that ſeems more promiſing, or that 
lies more parallel to the courſe of your 
thoughts on the occaſion ; chiefly con- 
cerned to keep alive a ſenſe of that great 
Preſence in which you are, of thoſe wants 
and weakneſſes under which you labour, 
of what you owe to others as well as to 


Interceſſion, through which alone you 


| with ahd hope to be heard and accepted. 


attention to theſe and ſuch like rules (for 
J cannot now enter into the full detail) 
will, if I be not greatly miſtaken, prove 
one effectual means of cultivating the life 
and power of religion within you. I need 
not add, what yew have been told times 
withont number, and what your own. 
heart cannot, on the leaſt reflection, fail to 
repeat, that no prayers can be effeciual 
fox this or any one good purpoſe, which 
are not accompanied with a correſpondent 


_ yourſelves, and of that Diyinely efficacious 


A ick 6] affectionate, and ſteady | ; 
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watchfulneſs and faithful diſcharge of e- 
very other duty. 


But it may be neceſſary to ſubjoin, that 


che practice of devotion, now recom- 


1 mended, cannot take place without much 


| preparation from time to time; of which 
I one well-known part is the reading of the 


3 ſcriptures. On this a very few obſerva- 


tions ſhall ſuffice. 


A Religious Knowledge, reading the ſcrip- 
ſtares throughout, and often large por- 


For improving in that which thoſe ſcrip- 
Wtures ſpeak of chiefly under this denomi- 
0 grep I mean a practical and vital ſenſe 


4 ny 


| | reſtaments, but eſpecially the New, and 
9 more particalarly from the hiſtory and 


5 g and pondered at leiſure; firſt without any 
Pommentary at all, nd fo indeed for the 
1 moſt part, except where there is a mani- 


puns ù— wed CY — 2 


1 
With awful reverence, and child-like ſim- 


For acquiring what 1s generally ſtyled | 


. tions at a time, may be perfectly proper. 


Pt tlüngs Divine and everlaſting, a differ- 
ent method, as I conceive, ſhould be 


Short and felect paſſages 1 both 


ſermons of our Saviour, ſhould be peruſed 


Welt. difficulty ; ; in doing, which you ſhould, 
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Plicity, lay your minds open to the na- 


them again and again, look up to heaven, 


their meaning on your hearts, as © with 
cc- he 1 d} d 22» 3 
.*© the point of a diamond.“ Read no 


ſame nine tz and with your penci 


quaintance, who is now reading the cha- 


of the beatific viſion, uſed daily to follow 
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tive impreſſions of the truth, and to the 
ſecret teachings of its Lao: W hen, 
in this way, you meet with one or more 
verſes that ſtrike you with peculiar con- 


viction or delight, cloſe the book, revohe 


and implore the Father of ſpirits to wiite 


thing more at that time; nothing at 
leaſt that has not a near relation to the 
ideas and affections they excite. Give 
theſe an eaſy unſtudied vent in prayer. 
The pleaſure and the Benefit will be un- 


ſpeakable. Only ſuffer not the tincture 


thereby left upon you, to be loſt in the 
ſucceeding ſcenes. Next morning review 
the ſame paſlage ; endeavour to recall the 


mark it for your future benefit. 
A young lady, formerly of my ac- 


racter and will of her Creator in the light 


this practice. Her Bible was infinitely 
prized by her 4 whatever was moſt excel 


lent in it, ſhe had thought and weighelÞ 
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e 
vas delivered into the mould of it. She 
lived in innocence, and died in triumph. 


Fall over. Its ſacred contents were en- 


I ſhould urge you to the ſtudy of a book 
which, while it tends to make you wiſe to 
| Clration „is calculated alſo to convey the 
moſt affecting views, and awaken the ſu- 
blimeſt ſenſibilities, on a thouſand topics? 
A book it certainly is, full of entertain- 
ment as well as inftruction, compoſed by 
Ja great diverſity of authors, and all of 
them divinely taught. I think I ſee them, 
one after another, preſenting, for your 
improvement, their reſpective writings, 
ith an aſpect of dignity and ſweetneſs 
2 combined, the dignity of truth, and the 
ſweetneſs of benevolence ; both derived 
from Him who inſpired them to be the 
teachers of mankind, and who, in order 
to gain them the more belief and venera- 


7 mand over Nature, and a knowledge of 
4 Futurity, which none but the God of Na- 
4 ture, and the Spirit of Omniſcience, could 


areſſing you, in the name of God, with an 
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graven on her ſoul; or rather her ſoul 


Is it neceſſary, my beloved diſciples, that 
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tion, inveſted many of them with a com- 


impart. I think I hear them ſeverally ad- 


o SERMON XI. 3 
- authority that can only be equalled b 
their mildneſs, on ſubjects the grande F 
and molt important, in a happy variety 
of {tyles, amidſt an unifor mity of ſenti- 
ments, and an agreement in facts, which, 
the multiplicity of them conſidered, muſt 
ever appear truly admirable ! What ſhall 
I ſay more ?---I will not deſire you to real 
this book called the Bible, if you can ſhow 
me another containing ſo much to inform, 
impreſs, and delight reflecting minds, lad | 
together in a manner ſo, extenſively ad- h. 
apted to their various turns of underſtand- 
ing, taſte, and temper; which people « We 
different and diſtant countries, through a 
long ſucceſſion of ages, have held in {6 
much reverence, , and read with ſo much 
advantage; where it is ſo difficult to de- 
termine, which are moſt diſtinguiſliech We 
_ eaſe and ſimplicity, or ſublimity and force, 
but where all are ſo beautifully united; 
where there is ſo little to diſcourage the Ne 
weakeſt ſpirit, if docile, and ſo much to 
gratify the ſtrongeſt, if candid ; where Wi 
the fancy and the heart, the intellect and 
the conſcience, are applied to by turns 
with ſuch familiarity, and yet ſuch majc- ie 
4 x 5 3 five, where the frailties, diſorder i 


EN 
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and diſtreſſes of human nature, are all ſo 
feelingly laid open, and the remedies, 
wich Heaven has provided, ſo tenderly 
applied. But to proceed. 

= Of books in Divinity I do not with you 
45 to read very many. Thoſe in the Way of 
Religious Controverſy, as it is called, but 
which are frequently written in a moſt ir- 
religious ſpirit, that is, without any can- 
dour or fairneſs, I do not wiſh you to read 
( Wat all. Mere argumentative Theology I 
have never known to improve the temper, 
. Wor regulate the conduct; but often to 
i hurt both. Happily for you indeed, the 
female taſte very ſeldom lies in that way; 
never, I think, where there is female ſweet- 
Wneſs. By a ood providence, you have 
been taught the truth as it is in Jeſus.” 
he it your ambition to practiſe, not to diſ- 
pute about it. Enjoy your faith in modeſt 
lence, and think well of thoſe who dif- 
fer from you in opinions, if they agree-in 
Enorak ; but learn to deſpiſe the futility, 
hie um diſcourage the impudence of 
uch as would pretend to talk you out of 
ell Pour religion. Be aſſured they are often 
Empty, and always worthleſs. If they 


Witempt it in the ſtyle of a banter, they 
Vol. II. L 
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122 . 
offer you an affront. If they affect to ſcen 
in earneſt, to be ſorry for your prejudice; 
and Delon to remove them by couver- z 8 
ſation, and by books which they arc ready * 
to lend you; a hundred to one, but the 
are actuated by the worſt deſigns. Fe 
them, my fair pupils, flee them with hor 
rour, as tempters and ravagers at the ſam: 
inſtant. | 

By making conſcience of fincerely o 
beying the precepts of the goſpel, whil Mt! 
you meekly embrace its doctrines, as th 
appear to you ſet forth in the ſcripture; 
you will have the witneſs of its diving 
within yourſelves. From thence you vil 
be diſpoſed to chooſe and adhere to tho 
writers, of whatever communion, that ar 
calculated to make you moſt in love will 
your Saviour and your duty. The form 
and frigid you will naturally diflike ; JF * 
uncharitable and illiberal you will not 1 
deteſt; the trifiing and ſuperficial you vi 
very ealy contemn. Thoſe books, ba 
well ſoever recommended, that, — en 
your graveſt hours, do not attrac n 4 
perſuade you, {I now ſuppoſe you 1 4 
you will readily perceive are not the bool 3 
for you. Such as do both, in a greg, 
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Yor leſs degree, it is apparent, are adapted 


Ito your caſt of mind. Thoſe, in ſhort, 
vill be your favourite authors, whether in 
verſe or proſe, whom you find moſt fre- 


the moſt pathetick pictures of this world 


eingly what you are, and what you ought 
to be; who, in a word, ſeem to addreſs 
themſelves with the areateſt power to the 
ßbirit of ingenuity, humility, contrition, 
ſlelf-denial, ſolid virtue, and affectionate 
evotion. 


Public Inſtitutions of religion. The ſu- 
eeriour regularity of your tex in this re- 
Ppect, the men, to ſay the truth, ſhow 
Wery little inclination: to diſpute. May the 
Nomen take care to convince them, that 
| ; is ſomething; more than mere regularity ! 
In the mean time, I am ſure, that they 
ho perform their firſt duties, are much 


1 1 han they who do not. 
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Noenty new and intereſting; who preſent 


and the next; who tell you moſt convin- 
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I take it for granted YOu attend on the 


ore likely to perform their ſecond alſo, 


Let your attendance be more than what 
e world calls decent; let it be punctual. 
Phe that becomes Arbeirng in ſuch punc- 
a, will ſoon become indifferent about 
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124 S ERM ON KI. 
the whole. Havin 8 omitted her duty un- 
neceſſarily once, a ſecond, and a third 
time, {he will omit it the fourth with le 
compunction ; and, ere long, will be ready 
to neglect it without any. It is wonder- 
ful how ſoon a ſenſe of futurity dies from 
the ſoul. Have you ever known it to live 
where the Sabbath grew into contempt! 
What multitudes have been forced to date 
their ruin from thence ! Fa 

But, not to ſpeak of the openly profane, 
do thoſe ſancify the Sabbath to whom it 
is not a delight, who viſit the houſe cf 
God without preparation, and worthy 
there without devotion ? What ſhall ve 
ſay of many a young woman who paſſes 
for good and pious, although ſhe cannot 


for an hour together behave with ſedate- | [ 
neſs or compoſure in the immediate pre- 
{ence of the-Moſt High ? That mind muk 4 
be volatile indeed, which the ſolemmitis We 
of a Chriſtian aſſembly cannot fix for 3 4 
little. Do we wiſh you then to disf1gur By 
your faces hke the Phariſees, to hang youu [ 
heads like a bulruſh, or to practiſe rel-W 
gious grimace of any kind? No. Is ev s | 
the graveſt look, or moſt recollected AE . 
ner, a certain ſign of piety ? It is not: 3 


= 
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and yet, will you ſay that ſuch a look and 
| 1 manner are of no importance on ſuch an 


occaſion; that they are not naturally ſuit- 
ed to it, or that the ſpirit of piety may 


very probably dwell in her heart, whoſe 

countenance and carriage, even on that 
occaſion, do not bear the marks of it; 
Vho, even then, cannot reſtrain the roll- 
Ing eye, forget the conſcious air, or leave 
the flattering demeanour !? 
Believe me, Ladies, a different beha- 
our would appear much more becoming. 
f 4 en of ſenſe and ſobriety would entertain 


'| : much better opinion of your principles; 


gor would it be any diſadvantage to your 


4 Erde Never, perhaps, does a fine wo- 


man ſtrike more deeply, than when com- 


| ö ity and new graces; ſo that the beauties 
If holineſs ſeem to radiate about her, 


1 

e nd the by-ſtanders are almoſt induced to 
u ncy her already worſhipping amongſt 
ger kindred angels. 


fore us; I fay, that the habit of ſeriouſ- 
| 1 Ke and devotion in church will produce 
3 L 3 


. Boca ; into pious recollection, and poſſeſſ— 
£ td with the nobleſt conſiderations ; ſhe aſ- 
gumes, without knowing it, faperiour dig- 


But to return to the point immediately 
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126 SERMON XI. 
very deſirable effects on your temper and 
conduct out of it. By beginning the n 
week well, you will retain, through the n 
remainder, a certain impreſfion of good- i 
neſs, that will follow you every where; v. 
at the ſame time, that, by ſuch avowed v 
teſtimonies of reſpect for your Maker I h 
and Saviour, you vill enſure the continu ¶ te 
ance of the Divine benediction and aſſiſt- fi 
nee e = 
The great advantages ariſing from a 
a diligent attention to the preaching of the 
word, and alſo from an early, frequent, 
and devout participation of the Lord's 
ſupper, I will not now enter on. They 
_ are abundantly obvious, and have been 
frequently enforced. But J cannot quit 
the ſubject of the Sabbath without obſcr- 
ving, that, to thoſe who join in the pu- 
blic ſervices of that day, its utility is ofien ; f 
totally defeated by their reſigning the e: 
vening to company and recreation; the e 
general tendency of theſe being to effac 
any ſerious impreſſions made in the pre- 
ceding part of it. For fuch a practice, © 
you, my fair charge, who have common-Wt © 
ly ſo much leifure upon your hands, ca- 
not plead the leaſt excuſe. 4 


9 SER MON XI. 127 
very bard it is, if thoſe who give ſo 
many other evenings to amuſement, can- 
not find in their heart to give this, or a 
part of it, to God. But, alas! it is that 
very paſſion for amuſement which pre- 
| vents or dulls the taſte for devotion. To 
her, indeed, who will not be perfuaded 
- ; to reſcue fo ſmall a portion of her time 
from the gaieties of the world for the pur- 
poſes of her ſalvation, we cannot hope to 
a ſay any thing that will be of uſe. She who 
cannot enjoy the company of her Crea- 


„tor for an hour or two, remote from all 
other company, was never initiated into 


me myſteries of Divine friendftip : ſhe 
nis yet in her ſins, © alienated from the 
it WT © life of God, dead while ſhe. hives;“ in 
- 4 2 ſpiritual fenſe dead, alive only to ani- 
mal nature and the tumultuous dreams of 


ua diſtempered mind; inſhort, a poor, gid- 


dy, worthleſs creature, incapable of hat- 
ic ever is wile or PF 


cy © Loſt to the noble (allies of the foul, 
= © Who think it folitude to be alone. 


and * [ 


7 Ohl loſttovirtue, loſt to ſober thou IC 


10 Communion ſweet ! communion large 
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128 SERMON XI. 
Our reaſon, guardian angel, and our 
Sail! 

© Then neareſt theſe, when others moſt 
© remote; 

** And all, ere long, ſhall be remote but 
" that: £ 

«© How dreadful then, to meet them all 
„ alone, 

« A ſtranger, unacknowledg'd d, map 
cc prov'd! [27 


I tremble at the thought. Nor will it 
avail you, in this caſe, to plead even the 
utmoſt exactneſs and conſtancy in your 
attendance on the ſanctuary. That alone 
will prove nothing. Entertainment may 
ſtill be the idol which you worſhip, and 
worſhip even in the temple of Jehovah. 
If you fay it is not, let us bring you to 
the teſt. When you return home from 
the houſe of God, can you retire with 
| Pleaſure to your cloſets, impoſe ſilence 
on your fancies, command your paſſions 


to be ſtill, exclude every thought of dreſs 


and diverſion, company and admiration ; 
review what you have been doing, recall 
what you have heard, make application, 
if it admits of any, (there are few dif- 
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SER MON XI. 129 
F courſes that admit nos of ſome) ; and 
then, caſting yourſelves down at the foot- 
ſtool of the throne of God, pour out 
your hearts before him, confeſs with ſim- 
bi plicity and ſorrow your ſins and corrup- 
| tions, implore the grace of repentance 
| [ and remiſſion for what is paſt, of diſ- 
; | cerament to know your duty for the fu- 
ture, and of fortitude to do it, forming, 
. at the ſame time, unfeigned reſolutions to 
N that purpoſe ; joining to the whole the 
5 adoration of the Divine attributes, as 
E | they ſucceflively or Jointly riſe to your 
view; and, finally, throwing yourſelves 
on the Divine mrren through Chriſt Jeſus? 
Lan you do this? Is it your favourite 
and habitual employment in the evening 
| ; of that day which God has made for bin- 
ſelf? To her who can honeſtly anſwer 
in the affirmative, I will acknowledge 
freely, that, next to the daily tenour of 
a conduct uniformly Chriſtian, the gives 
gone of the beſt proofs of ſincerity in her 
religious profeſſion; nor is there any thing 
excellent in that, which I ſhould not ex- 
pect from a practice ſo wiſe and pious. 
But what is to be expected of thoſe who 
know nothing of this? Or what can be 


wo. S'E RM ON XI. A 
ſaid of their intentions in going to church In 
who, by the moment they leave it, lean © ib 
every reflection which it ought to have 
imprinted, and reſolve to think of rei- mi 
gion that day no more than if they hal 
not heard or mentioned a ſyllable relating 
to it? St James will inform you whom | 
they are like, They are * like unto a 
man beholding his natural face in a 
* glaſs; for he beholdeth himſelf and 
% goeth his way, and ſtraightway for 4 
getteth what manner of man he was. 
Do men then fo readily loſe che image 
of themſelves? No; but the apoſtlÞ 
muſt be underſtood dior ſpeak of ſome 
thoughtlefs creature, . who, on looking 
accidentally into a glaſs, and obfervingÞ* 
certain ſpots or ftains in his face, which 4 
he ought inſtantly to wipe off, turns away] Ali 
in haſte, without, availing himſelf of the 
diſcovery, and, in the purfuit of other 
objects, entirely neglects a circumſtance Yi 
that demanded his iamediate attention. 4 
I leave you to apply the remark, and on- 
ly add in general, that the cloſet muſt 
inforce what the pulpit has ſuggeſted; 
that as, like Lydia, you fhould attend 
diligently to the things which are ſpoken| 3 
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In the name of God, fo, like Mary, you 


hearts; and that as Jeſus lümſelf, diſ- 
15 nllmg the multitudes together with his 
2 pr went up into a mountain a- 


Fourſelves from the interruption of a 
troud, and the company even of your 
moſt intimate connections, ſhould ſtep a- 
"4 Jide, more particularly at the ſeaſon in 


our Father, with his God and your God. 
Think not, from any thing I have ſaid, 

1 That I want to ſubject you to the rules of 

Jewiſh rigour, under the mild diſpenſation 


han i improving. Nor do I mean to pre- 
Tae on that day, the cheerful recipro- 
4 Fations of holy friendſhip ; which they 


; L iſtinguiſh from the unſeaſonable paſtimes 
Ind promiſcuous viſitings in which many 
4 ne ladies of the preſent age pals their 
Nunday evenings. 

Thus I am brought to ſay ſomething 
F Religions Converſation. Ay attempt 
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ſhould keep and ponder them in your 
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Aueſtion, to converſe with his Father and 
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93 Pf the goſpel. What I propoſe v ill ren- 
Wer the Chriſtian Sabbath no leſs pleaſant 


at have a taſte for them will very eafily 
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122 SERMON XI. 4 
ry me too far. To manage religious cou 
verſation with propriety and advantage 

is, for the moſt part, an affair of grea 
delicacy. In the more retired intercourlf l 
of congenial minds, well taught and wd 

furniſhed, it may not be difficult. BA 
ſuch, I fear, are not often found; an, 
even where ſuch have the happineſs u as 
meet, grave diſcourſe will require to H re 
fr equently varied, relieved and ſuſpended 
in order to keep up its reliſh. : 
Much ſentiment is apt to overwhelm 

The ſoul quickly ſeeks relaxation. I 

bow cannot be long bent without having pu 

its elaſticity impaired. In general com im 
pany, ſubjects of devotion and moral 
would, as the world goes, be utterly in 

7 Proper. Good Lord | to what 1 is this ge : 

heration ſunk, that, even amongſt charad ge 

b - ters atherwiſe decent, a man can ſeldoſſ io 

or eber introduce a e reflection, witiſ it 

; out incurring the imputation of cant 
| © rank ? When ſhall it be ti 

ode to converſe like immortal being ot 
here is the faſhionable circle now, i 
Which: a ſerious obſervation can be pl Mm 

4 dently hazarded, if not ſtolen upon the 

5 {Nth art and nfouation | Neither is al 

; N x . 
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SERMON XI. 133 
a part for you to take upon yourſelves. 
Female modelty ; is often ſilent; female 
decorum is never bold. Both 1 a 
young woman to lead the converſation ; 
| f and true religion dreads every thing that 
| 1 dene look oſtentatious. The moſt pru- 
dent courſe you can purſue is to aſſociate, 
as much as poſlible, with thoſe that, from 
Y real principle, love the ſhade. With them 
you mayſafely unboſom yourſelves on the 
cli ſubjects, without the danger of ri- 
dicule, or the ſuſpicion of affectation. 
When the children of Wiſdom aſſemble, 
Put of the ſight and din of Folly, what 
Improvement and felicity crown the ſcene ! 


Br 
3 


1 | ouls! Nor does their parent diſdain to 
. * with her offspring. I mean, that 
1 genuine piety knows how to blend recrea- 
1 hon and ſmiles with ſentiment and gra- 
; iy "WES | \ 

4 Having mentioned Sentiment ſo often, 
will now, once for all, offer you a cau- 
©: n, on which I lay a particular ſtreſs. 
is this, not to miſtake the capacity of 
3 Winking juſtly, or of talking well, for 
4 e ſame thing with a diſpoſition to act 
3 eb. The truth is, that People are 
3 ASL II, NM 


% 


% 


ow delightfully do they then mingle "0 


3 


tions, ſettled into principles of conduct; 
even as people are not healthy by feat 


than depth or fluency of remark, than 
compaſs or facility of cohverſation. In 1 


and ſuch as confer a ſuperiority felt by all 


[234 -- SER MOM MXM.- 
not wiſe in conſequence either of pro- 
found knowledge, or vaſt learning, or 
beautiful notions, or the moſt cultivated 
taſte, or the greateſt ability in diſplaying 
theſe; but by virtue of a few plain no- 


ing on rich dainties, or indulging to a nice 
palate, but by living on ſimpler fare, 
where tempcrance does not wiſh for much 
variety „and where hunger does not want 
it. | 
Nevertheleſs, there is not perhaps any 
thing” that flatters the human mind more 


effect, they are talents not often poſſeſſed, 


however it maybe acknowledged by few. 
When it is acknowledged, ſuch prail 
tranſports ; and thoſe who receive it {i 
themſelves down for every thing that "| 
great and accompliſhed. Alas | the 
forget, that theſe are ſtill, at beſt, but "M 
the ſecond claſs of excellence; that, in MW 
moral view, they are of no value; ak 
that fine diſcourſe and a fine character al 
things totally diſtinct. 3 


— 


S ERM ON KI. 135 
In reality, your beſt talkers are very 
ſeldom your beſt livers. From their en- 
comiums on virtue, and their declama- 
tions againſt vice, they receive often ſuch 
high pleaſure, as with them paſles for 
love of the one, and abhorrence of the 
3 other; when it is only perhaps a vain 
complacence in their own powers, joined 
do that natural ſenſe of right and wrong 
EB which is common to them with all others. 
In this they reſt, well ſatisfied to leave to 
others the leſs ſhowy, and more trouble- 
ſome part, which belongs to practice. 
To that alſo, ſpeculation is often an ene- 
my, in the ſame manner as familiarity is 
to reſpect. 
Religion, beloved, is a majeſtic form, 
always to be treated with reverence ; with 
w. attection too, I confeſs, as being like- 
Eg wiſe an amiable form. But this affection 
reſembles that which a wiſe ſubjcct would 
t "ſhow for his prince, into whoſe friend{hip 
Ihe found himſelf graciouſſy admitted. 
Puch a man would never forget his own 
ubordination fo far, as to drop the reve- 
Penee due to royalty. If his prince con- 
eſcend to treat him with the openneſs 
1 df f confidence, and the careſs of joy; yet 
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ſill would he bear in mind, that he was 
only a ſubject; and every Nerd on his 
ſide would be tempered with N I 
modeſty. . 

Perhaps there is nothin g o uncommon IK; 
us to ſpeak of divine objects with the. 

Proper veneration. How have I been Wi: 
| ſhocked to hear the ſanctimonious, vet fr. 

audacious prate of ſome pretenders to 
religion | Thoſe that have the ſtrongeſt {Pr 
perceptions of it, will be moſt ſtruck by 
its fublimity, and moſt conſcious how far 
they fall ſhort of ſo high a ſtandard. By 
conſequence they will profeſs it with the ir 
greateſt modeſty, and mention it with the ch 
utmoſt caution. Thoſe that are moſt in- 
timately acquainted with God and them. 
ſelves, will be moſt deeply impreſſed with 
his grandeur, and their own littleneſs; wil ö 
moſt clearly perceive the difference be- a 
tween knowing his will and performing 
it; will feel moſt ſenſibly how much es- 
ſier it is to deſcant on all his perfection I or 

than to copy one of them. 3 

To conclude : let me beſeech you, be. 
at: all things, to. converſe much v it! 1 
your: Maker and yourſelves ; to ſtudy lol 
character and your own ; to trace his al 
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Aributes where-ever diſplay ed; to learn | 
| : is counſels however rev ealed; to exa- 
: 7 ne your eonſciences , chiefly by the 
ritten word; to canvaſs your paſt ac- 
ions, preſent purſuits, and prevailing 
Siews'; to approve or cond emn, as under 
his eye; to aſcertain your intereſt in the 
Fiendſhip of your Divine Sovereign, and 
heriſh an unalterable faith in his Spirit and 
Providence, as ever ready to aſſiſt your ho- 
geit though: feeble efforts; together with a 
1 dyful aſſurance, that, if you are notwilfully 
* 1 Fanting; to yourſelves, you ſhall ut laſt at- 
Fin immortal excellence and glory thro” 
ſus Chriſt 1 Four: Lord. 


8 5 7 R M O N XI. 
On Good Works. Gia 


Tim. ü. 8, 9, Hor 1 will-—that a 
adorn thelnives in modeſt apparel, 


2 with broidered hair » Or & old, or pear Ls, 
r co/tly array, but (which becometh 
* T7 profeſi ig SW 0 J" n Good 
JYorks. 


4 Tou, have ſcen a Sena matron 
encir cled with a race of overly 
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vit hi ſhamefacedneſs and ſobriety ; not 


135 SERMON XI. ; 
daughters, all different from one another, 3 
yet all marked with an air of mutual re. l 
ſemblance, and taking jointly after ther 
honoured parent, to whom, from time t 4 
time, they direct their looks with dutifi F 
attention; while ſhe ſmiles on each b 
turns, füpertitends their behaviour, pre 
| ſcribes their ſeveral occupations, encorſ 
rages them in every thing praiſe- worth 
and, with a proper regard to their 
ſpetive talents and diſpoſitions, tran 
them to growing excellence. In her, mM 
Fair ones, > you beheld an emblem of Rei 
E gion. This is that moſt di gnified of i 
forms, ſurrounded by the Virtues, bl 
beautiful offspring; thus do they bear ui 
lineaments of their common deſcent, a 
near affinity; and thus---But I leave 1 
to trace the particulars of the ſimilitu 
The general truth on which it is fowl 
ed, ſeems plainly intimated in our tO 
where Godlineſs is aſſumed as the lead 
Principle of all that the apoſtle inculcd I 
on women. As women profeſſing CO 
ſtianity he addreſſes them; and what ö 
a conſiſtency with that profeſſion 4 
mands, he would be underſtood to lf 
join. He mentions particularly modeſt 
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parel, ſhamefacedneſs, ſobriety and Good 
4 4 Works. It now remains to enforce the 
laſt of theſe, together with thoſe Kind 
Affections which they pre- ſuppoſe; and 
to touch, as we go alon g: on their con- 
nection wat: the Religious Principles 
which give them birth. 

But before we proceed, truth requires 
one mortifying obſervation. It is this, 
chat among the many women profeſſing 
godlineſs, the numberof thoſe that prac- 

WT tiſe it is comparatively ſmall. In all pro- 
feſſions the mere pretenders will ever be 
numerous. They will be moſt ſo in thoſe, 
chat are at once reputable and difficult. 


ed, is approved of in your ſex even by 

4 ach as laugh at it m ours. At the ſame 
ume it is certain, that when the habits 

of piety have not been very early acqui- 

red, and very happily directed, by means 
of a wiſe education, the R as well as 

the greateſt of bleſſings, the forming of 
them afterwards will always prove a taſk 
too arduous and painful for the generality 
of thoſe who are bred to diſſipation and 
pleaſure. 


_— 


That of reh gion AS WAS formerly remark- | 


But then, on the other hand, where | 
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this Divine principle is cultivated with I: | 
care and judgment, it is no leſs certain, 
that we may expect from it the moſt Mc | 
valuable fruits. And, firſt, I ſay, that a {W: 
young woman Pending codlineſs, with 
underſtanding, and from choice, will ne- 
ver be wanting in the great article of 
Filial Duty. On this ſubject, as on many 

others, the ſubtilty of ſpeculation has put | 
caſes, which there is little probability of 
happening in life. But where caſuiſtry is 
not neceſlary, it 1s apt to be hurtful, by 
involving the mind in perplexity aid d- 
ſtreſs, if not warping the heart from that 
rectitude and ſimplicity, which, next to 
the immediate illumination of heaven, are 
the ſureſt guides to a worthy conduct. By 

Of filial duty 1 in all its branches ſhe vill 
naturally acquit herſelf beſt, who has the 
deepeſt ſenſe of religion. Keep thy | 
“ father's commandment, and forſake 
64 not the law of thy mother. Bind them 4 
« continually upon thine heart, and tie 
© them about thy neck. When thou go- il 
cc eſt, it ſhall lead thee; ; when thou ſleep- 
<< eſt, it ſhall keep hn: ; and when thou 
A wakelt, it ſhall talk with thee. Whoſo 
25 revileth his father or his mother, his 


— 


| | lamp ſhall be put out in obſcure dark- 
neſs. The eye that mocketh at his fa- 
ther, and deſpiſeth to obey his mother, 


r 
X F% 


and the young eagles ſhall eat it. Jeſus 


dren, obey your parents in the Lord: 
| 4 for this is right. Honour thy father 
and mother, (which is the firſt com- 
& mandment with promiſe), that it may 
be well with thee, and thou mayeſt 
live long on the earth.” All this a 
Fhriſtian daughter has read with attention, 
Ind reflects upon with awe. It corre- 
Ponds, in ſubſtance, with the inſtinct of 
Wature; which it contributes at once to 

Porroborate and exalt. She who truly 
| Everences her parent in heaven , would 
© emble at the thought of diſhonouring 
: repreſentative on earth. From their 


Bd - Kh. 0 


d this laſt, including all that can be 
nceived of great and good, is the com- 
3 banding idea of her life. If your parents 
indeed pious, and you Taye” profited 
1 their inſtruction and example; how 
ö ill your natural reſpect for them be 
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the ravens of the valley ſhall pick it out, 


"WM ſubject unto his parents. © Chil- 


thority ſhe has acquired the idea of his; 


Pee by religious gratitude! V 


N 
U 


will think of them with ſecret raptum 
as the inſtruments of a happy and imma 
tal exiftence; your devouteſt prayers fo 
their preſervation and comfort will di 
ly aſcend to the throne of God. Tho 
Prayers will, at the ſame inſtant, cherll - 
the allodions by which they are prom 
ed, and ſtrengthen your reſolutions nM 
ver, for any conſideration, to tran{grifſt 
the laws of filial piety. For how cou, 
they bear to be . wilful authors ff 
pain to thoſe, for whoſe felicity they a 
led by every motive to preſent, eve 
day, the moſt fervent ſupplications! MW 
But manyof you have not the happineſ 
of ſuch parents as I have ſuppoſed. WF 
am heartily ſorry for it. But the way” 
of principle in your parents will not a 
ſolve the ties of duty, however it may aft 
the ſentimentsof efteem : and if you thn 
rightly, it will only excite your enden 
vours, by every winning reſpectful wa 
to promote their reformation : for w ne 
yon will atthe ſame time ofterup, from 4 | 
depth of retirement, your ſighs and vol 4 
to Him who has the hearts of all in wi 
hand. In truth, I am inclined to belen 8 
that if there be any one thing more le 3 


he 
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an another to draw down the grace of 
1 pnverſion on a parent, it is ſuch a conduct 
ES a child. Ah, my young friends, what 
onour and joy would in this caſebe yours! 
EV bat a noble ſuperiority to thoſe unfeel- 
g creatures of your ſex, who ſhow no 
ESlicitude with regard to their parents, but 
v to obtain from them ſome new article 
.&& dreſs, or other gratification, on which 

ey have fixed their fooliſh fancies ! 
L : But ſome of you complain, that your 
rents are cruel and tyrannical ? I ſym- 
n chize with you yet more, if your com- 
aint be juſt. But what do you mean by 
uel and Tyrannical? That they will 
t indulge your extravagant vanity, or 
Hat they chooſe to reſtrain you from pur- 
its, which they are apprehenſive would 
AE hurtful? It is a wiſe and kind ſeve- 
1 Y; if ſeverity it muſt be termed. How 
ach are you indebted to them for pre- 
Enting, by a little temporary mortifica- 
an, real and permanent infelicity | Not to 
4 y, that a ſmall degree of delicacy and 
aſideration would teach you to ſpare 
em in points, where your ſtations and 
eir circumſtances concur, it may be, to 
Aer yourrequeſts particularly improper» 
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But I will ſuppoſe the worſt, that the 
are really hard hearted, and unnatural 
rigid. It is a mighty wal. To beari 
well will require all the fortitude of faiti 
Here then is an opportunity for diſplayinſÞ& 
Four principles in their utmoſt pow 
You are called forth to the conflict, as ini 
a field of battle, where even your ſex ma 
reap immortal laurels. She is a heroin 
indeed, whoſe regard for her parents 
ind of theirs can conquer. "2 
But they would force you to ſacrifq 
your happineſs to a man whom you can ta 
not love. There your ſubmiſſion mul 
ſtop. No rules of duty can oblige you 
involve yourſelves in miſery and temptif el 
tion, by entering intoengagements to lo 
and to honour, where your hearts vin 
hold their conſent.---Barbarous wretchef l 
and baſe, to offer thus to diſpoſe of yo 
children, as you would of your cattle, 
the higheſt bidder! to attempt, again ; 
every maxim of Nature and Religion 
to drag the reluctant victims to the alta | 
and compel, them, in a moſt ſole 
manner, to profeſs what they do n 
mean, and to vow what they cannot il 
form! 


2 
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lam willing, however, to believe, chat 
ſuch compulſion is uſed but ſeldom. The 
ęreateſt danger is, leſt you, my unexpe- 
Exrienced friends, ſhoul be tempted to 
form the moſt important of all connec- 
ons without the approbation of your pa- 
rents. What ſhall we ſay in ſuch a caſe? 
Where the reſolution is once formed, he 
that ſhould undertake, by any methods 
pf diſſuaſion, to prevent its being execu- 
ted, might as well propoſe to check a 
oF Torrent ruſhing from the top of a moun- 
ain. But we would addreſs you while in 
our ſober ſenſes, before your imagination 
BBs perverted and inflamed. Aſſure e your- 
elves, my young hearers, the ſtep in 
oi ueſtion is very ſeldom taken but it is 
1 ncerely repented ; with this bitter ad- 
| lition, that, ſuch repentance can do no 
4 Pod. The paſſion that guided and hur- 
ted the parties is quickly abated. There 
aun & nothing ſo tranſient as the enthuſiaſm 
io r mere youthful lovers after marriage. 
10 nd now that reflection takes place, and 
en Wonſequences begin to preſs; a thouſand 
n Inproprieties, fears, and diſquietudes, un- 
e ought of before, riſe up to view, and 
ite diſenchant our romantick adventu- 
SER MN | 
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being devoured in ſecret, and in publiſ® 
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rers. It is indeed wonderful what appea 1 : 
ances of firmneſs and ſatisfaction a e x 
man in ſuch a ſituation will wear befor % 
the world, in order to Juſtify her choice! 
But farely unhappineſs is not leſſened H 


diſguiſed. Perpetual reſtraint is pere 
tual wretchedneſs. Allow me to repeal 
it. Under the immediate impulſe of 
violent attachment, I ſhould hardly gig 
you or myſelf the trouble to argue ; but 
while you are diſengaged and calm, if* 
may not be amiſs to remind you, that 
parent, generally ſpeaking, is much mu 
likely to judge with ſoundneſs for 
daughter, than ſhe is for herſelf ; tha 
Fancy alone is too ſanguine a counſel 
to be a prudent one; that protcſiatio 
of eternal fidelity, of uninterrupted aft 
tion, made in the heat of blood, tf 
no ſolid baſis; in a word, that the dd 
berate advice, which is 2 alike vw 
length of days, knowledge of the w of 
and l earneſt ſolicitude for a child's welfzr 
ought to be relied upon, rather than 1 
haſty concluſions of juvenile defire. 4 

After all, it is certain, that the w i 
parents may be. miſtaken about the u 4 
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with whom they with a daughter to be 

; eanecksd But ſhe that marries with 

the ſanction of their countenance, will, 
from that, and from their continued, or 
| 1 ven mented kindneſs, derive, in the 
| aſe of diſappointment, a conſolation 

Þ Fhich ſhe could not enjoy, had ſhe 

; | | ought | it on herſelf by her own indi- 

Fretion and obſtinacy. 

One thing here muſt not be for gotten; 
gat the reflection of having acted undu- 
fully, in this or any other inſtance of 
Inportance, to thoſe who gave you birth, 
cre alone ſufficient to poiſon the whole 
eaſure of life: that is, if you be not 
It to every ingenuous impreſſion; but 
EQ pccially ſhould their death put it for e- 
Er out of your power to make atone- 
ent. The horrours of guilt, that in 
Ich a circumſtance are apt to haunt and 
tract the mind, more particularly if 


* 4 parents were uncommonly worthy, I 
© had repeated opportunities of obſer- 
18 but have no adequate lan guage to 
7 Wpreſs ; ſo profound is the conviction im- 
td by Nature of the ſacredneſs of 
1 al piety!— Need I add, that this ex- 
4 dds fo far as to dernand ſubmiſſion in 
3 N 2 
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every caſe, where your duty to God, or ; 
your peace of mind, does not interfere! 7, 
But it is not ſubmiſſion alone that iÞ 
demanded.; nor will (he prove in any re- 2 
lation an amiable character, who does na &, 
ſhow herſelf an affectionate daughter 
On the other hand, when a young woman 41 
behaves to her parents in a manner par 
ticularly tender and reſpectful, I mea 
from principle as well as nature, there Þþ* 
nothing good or gentle that may not bi 
expected from her, in whatever conditiaf 
ſhe is placed. Of this I am fo thorougł 
ly perſuaded, that were I to adviſe au, 
friend of mine, as to his choice of a wife 
I know not whether my*very firſt count 
would not be, Look out for one diſtin 
© guiſhed by her attention and ſweetneſ 
to her parents.“ The fund of worth au} 
affection indicated by ſuch a behaviouf 
_ Joined to the habits of duty and conſider 
tion thereby contracted, being transſaf o- 
red to the married Gate, will not fail In. 
render her a mild and obliging comp: 1 
nion. 4 
Your ſituation in life, which keeps 50 Jer 
more at home than ſons, together wil 
the turn of your education, and the vl 
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1 neſs of your frame, that fit you for a 

chonſand little ſoothing offices, as well 
as domeſtick ſervices, Which they cannot 
| [| properly perform, ſeems to point out to 
'F þ ou a peculiar ſphere of filial excellence. 
-And here I pleaſe myſelf with the 
| 1 Khought, that ſome of your boſoms are 
kt this moment throbbing with tenderneſs + 
towards a ſick or aged parent, whom 
peaven, willing to furniſh a field for the 
kxerciſe of all your gratitude and zeal, 
has at laſt thrown upon your care. I 
int I ſee you, my charming friend! 
ke ſome guardian angel, tending day 
1 550 night the bed of an honoured father, 
ho has loſt your mother, and who is 
orn out with toil, and years, and pain. 
ſee you liſtening, 1 in deepeſt {ilence, to 
Eich the leaſt intimation of his wiſhes. 
_ cc you watching eagerly every look, 
© learn his wants before he ſpeaks them ; 
| ow gently raiſmg his languid head, to 
Inooth the pillow, or miniſter ſome re- 
© | Pin g cordial ; and then wipmg from his 
verend face the cold ſweat, that begins 
Wrhaps to announce the approach. of his 
d. His groans are anſwered by lighs. 
zaling from you ; but ſuddenly ſuppret- 
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of duty; anon, they are lifted to heaven . 


Nor will theſe exalted fenfations be at al 
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ed, for fear of adding to his anxiety on 
your account. To be the inſtrument of at 
imparting to him a minute's comfort, 33 
minute's eaſe, is rapture. Mean while 
the good old man's eyes are now turned in 
to you, with all the unutterable fondnef 

of paternal love, melted by thoſe marks 


in thankſpiving for ſuch a child, and ſup- : f c 
plication for everlaſting bleſſings on you Jt 
head.---Great God! what muſt a mind fi 


Ike yours experience in this conjuncture n 


Where is the Daughter of Diſobedience + | 
or Folly, that ever felt, in the gayell : ; ag 
hour, a ſatisfaction, a tranſport to be 
ppt es with that which conſcious 5 £ 
diffuſes through your bleeding heart l 


diminiſhed, if (Providence having denie l 
the ſupplies which affluence gives) youf pf 
virtue has prompted you, by your labouſ 
or ingenuity, or, it may be, by parti 
with ſome admired ornament worn iſ 
your better days, to procure for a pare 
in thoſe circumſtances neceſſary ſupper YZ 
or ſeaſonable refreſhment. 2 
Let me next ſay ſomewhat concerninl 


Silterly Affection * Behold: how go 3 
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and how pleaſant it is for brethren,” 
and liſters, 15 to dwell together in unity!“ 


| f he ſmell, nor morning dew more refreſh- 


the ſoul. - Repreſent to yourſelves a nu- 
þ erous young family, free from care and 
nanimoſity, full of reverence for their Ma- 
ker and their parents, ambitious to pleaſe 
and to excel; in a word, pions, dutiful, 
friendly, happy; where the good humour 
nd good ſenſe of each contribute to the 
Eaſe and entertainment of all; while thoſe 
agreeable diverſities of temper and un- 
nerſtanding that take place amongſt them, 
erve, like diſcords in muſic, to carry on 
" N he intellectual harmony. Who would 
| 4 Pot wiſh to be acquainted in ſuch a houle ? 
vho would not conſider it as the abode 
4 Pe felicity ? I hope, „I Pant no unuſual 
ene. 

Where he —— are but . fel 


be in the more ſhady walks of life, 


on here love and innocent delight do fre- 


dy juent. And why is it not? When EI 
in e two ſiſters, both of them pleaſing, and 
ch eſteemed, living together without 


Precious ointment is not more grateful to 


g to the ſight, than domeſtick love is to 


fity perhaps 1 is not. ſo often found; unleſs 
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jealouſy or envy, yielding to one another] 1 F 
without affectation, and generouſly con. © 
tending who ſhall do moſt to advance the 
conſequence and happineſs of her friend; Þ © 
I am highly delighted: dare I add, the 
more highly, that ſuch characters are note 
very common? And why are they not 
The love of a ſiſter for her brothers is 
much more uſual. Whence does this too ſt 
proceed ? Examine your own hearts on a 
theſe ſeveral points. Poſſibly they can 
explain to you the difference, ſo obſer·¶ ſe 
vable where there is a competition, and 
where there is none, or where any ten- 
dencies towards it are bappily loft in the th 
involutions of a larger number. Z 
Martha of Bethany was on the Whole 
a worthy woman. She certainly loved 
her Saviour with ſincere devotion. Hef, 
ſolicitude to entertain him in the bet 
manner ſhe could deviſe, was the reſul pn 
of her reſpect : but it was carried to au 
extreme; and her ſiſter's conduct ſhoulii 
have taught her wiſdom. Inſtead of this 
ſhe grows peeviſh, and complains of that 
ſiſter. She is admoniſhed of her faul 
while Mary is commended for her bette 4 
behavionr. Martha, Martha, thou © 


* 
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( careful and troubled about many things: 
but one thing is needful ; and Mary hath 
( choſen that good part which ſhall not be 
e taken away from her. What pity that 
ſavy tincture of ill humour, under hat- 
ver diſguiſe, ſhould have place in any 
beaft where Jeſus is revered! Surely 
there is nothing more beautiful in a Chri- 
ſtian woman, than good temper and kind 
| gaffections upon all occaſions. 
| I was once acquainted with a lady, who 
b ſeemed to be held up by Providence, as 
an example of the Tae power of theſe 
and of Divine principle. - She loſt her fa- 
ou early. Her mother's want of health 
made it neceſſary for her to exert herſelf 
with double aſſiduity and attention, in a 
x | Family by no means ſmall, of which ſhe 
was the eldeſt child. She was naturally 
' wt to a degree very uncommon in 
Pne of her diſpoſition, which was the ſoft- 
Eft and meekeſt that can be conceived. 
. She had imbibed, from her infancy, the 
Neepeſt ſenſe of devotion that I have ever 
1 Known. It was a devotion of that kind, 
Which, meeting witha heart orighiallyup- 
Y Fight, produces uniform excellence. Such 
5 q xcellence was hers. When, in the courle 


 o—_ 
_ 
„ 


t54 S ER MON XIE 9 
of a few years, her extraordinary charac- N 
ter recommended her to the choice of 2 ” 
man of ſingular worth and good fortune: 
ſhe did not, with the ſelfiſhneſs common 
on ſuch occaſions, forget her mother or 
the family ſhe had left behind her ; but 
cantinued, with the entire approbation 
and cor dial concurrence of her huſband, 
to manifeſt her filial and ſiſterly regards 
in the moſt effectual manner. She was 
none of thoſe narrow-ſouled women, 
who no ſooner ſtep into houſes of their 
own, than they ſeem to haye all ther 
| affections and ideas abſorbed in their new L 
condition; relinquiſhing at once the beſt 
companions of their youth; dropping the (WE 
pen of friendly. correſpondence, and Wt © 
ſhrinking up into a little wretched circle 

of anxieties, that exclude every liberal 
ſentiment, and every enlarged connection. WY. 
When the mother of this lady died, | N 
which happened not long after, ſhe be- 
came a mother to the helpleſs. orphans, | 
ſuperintended their education, watched 
over their deportment, promoted ther 
ſettlement in the world, and ſympathized 
with them in all their diſtreſſes. When 
they alſo ſpread out into families, ſhe act · 


SERMON XII. rx5 
E like a parent to their children.---To 


her own, of whom ſhe had many, bleſſ- 
\ ed Lord, what a parent! Was it poſſible 


: ſuch inſtructions as ſhe gave them ? For 


5 while the greater part were very young. 
Her inſtructions were pious and wile : 


|F but it was her example, it was that inef- 
fable charm of humble worth and mo- 
deſt dignity, of maternal complacence 
: and mildneſs almoſt unparalleled, which 
: rendered them irreſiſtible, and diffuſed 


Fg all about her the ſpirit of anũty 
and the ſmile of happineſs. You will not 
hc ſurpriſed if J ſubjoin, that there were 
n other families who ſhared in her la- 
Ppours of love, and, among the reſt, a 
| Fery large one, the poor, whoſe bleſ⸗ 
Ings attended her through life, and whoſe 
ears followed her to the grave; for, 
Eben ſhe died, they had alſo loſt a mo- 
her. It is bard to ſay, upon the whole, 
Eg\bcther ſhe was moſt beloved, or vene- 
4 ated, by thoſe who knew 4 But J 


I. her preſence inſpired ſenſations ſome- 


for # wc not to love one another with 
| 7 ſuch a pattern before them, and with 


> they too were deprived of their father, 
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L L fed to think, that, where-ever ſhe appcar- | 


fog” #5 5 
= Cn — 


what hke thoſe we ſhould probably fed 9 
if we beheld a good angel. 2 
And thus I come naturally to ſpeak ff 
Good Works in a comprehenſive view 
that is, thoſe which proceed from kindnelM 
and compaſſion in general. When ſud 
diſpoſitions predominate, let it be obſcrveM 
in the firſt place, that they are ingenioufſ 
to diſcover, and diligent to improve, tho 
ways and meansof beneficence, which pal 
unregarded by the giddy and unfeelin u 
5 Many of you, my honoured audience 4 
have it not ir your power, through tu 
obſcurity of your ſituation, and the ſtraiſf oe 
neſs of your circumſtances, to induꝗ 
che generous propenſions of your natwi 
While thouſands of your ſex are inflam rn 
with the emulation of beauty, or agitati 
by the conflict of rivalilup, or nuſeraf 
becauſe they cannot be gratiſied with ſure 
an article of ſhow, or admitted into fur 
a party of pleaſure ; you are ſighing, Wl 
cauſe not able more extenſively to ſucc 
indigence, or more effectually to comti 
ſorrow. Your ſighs, beloved, are he 
in heaven; your withes are regiſtered th 
under the head of Virtues ; the vi 
mind is accepted now, and ſhall be 
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compenſed at the reſurrection of the juſt ; 
Hour leaſt good deed ſhall not be forgotten 
oy him who marked and applauded the 
Egwidow's mite. Whoſoever ſhall give 
to drink” anto a follower of Jefus, a 
cup of cold water only, in the name 
of a diſciple, verily, I fay unto you, he 
all in no wiſe loſe his reward.” You 
all be eſtimated by the largeneſs of 
our hearts, not by the ſize of your for- 
nes. The liberal ſoul, that deviſeth 
4 F liberal things ;?? that execates what it 
al 


=, and {tops only where it muſt, or ra- 
er goes on panting and praying for that 
ppineſs to the human race which it can- 
r have the joy. of imparting ;---how 

nourable in the ſight of God! 
Let me remind you farther of what 
dukt alſo to ſolace you amidſt all yourkind 
es. Human happineſs is made up of 
ny little ingredients, with a few princi- 
W ones; and, next to religion, thoſe in 
I ee ute to it moſt largely, who 
e the preateſt conſolation by their 
Ppathy, and the greateſt pleaſure by 
ir friendſhip. Friendſhip and ſympathy 
en thoroughly awake, are conſtantly 
Ployed in numberleſs Pleaſing ſervi ices, 
OL. II, O 
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and amiable attentions, to which language 
cannot appropriate names; but which the 
heart of the perſon obliged feels, and 

which rebounds with redoubled delight on 
the heart of the perſon obliging. I go 5 
farther, and ſay, that tlie very idea of your 
being diſpoſed to oblige, is obligation; 
becauſe it is in itſelf agreeable, and wei 
are indebted to every one that ſupplics wi 

with an agreeable idea. F 
Who has not likewiſe remarked. that 
in doing benevolent things, there is, both 
as to the time and the manner, a pro 
priety which gives ineſtimable value cv 
to the leaft ? The manner, in particular 
is of marvellous effect. A charitable a 
tion gracefully done, is twice done. I 
ſome people one would be willing to o 
almoſt every thing, ſo handſomely df 
they confer a kindneſs; while from othal 

a favour, for. the oppoſite reaſon, 1 

load. But who ſo capable of delight 
by the manner, yet more than by the de 

itſelf, as a lovely young woman, wh 
words, and ſmiles, and ſoftneſs, are, Hera. 
the laſt of theſe, what a beautiful or 
phony and judicious. accompaniment Wan: 


muſic are to a eU managed vc voice? 
* 
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. But; in truth, the advantages which 
your ſex and age afford yeu in this Divine 
employment of doing good, are not to 
be expreſſed... Would to God your zeal 
were but in proportion to it Forgive 
me, Proteſtants, if, on this occaſion, 
I remark with concern, how far many 
of you are outdone by multitudes in the 
Church of Rome, eſpecially amongft her 
female votaries. Their frequent viſits to 
W the abodes of misfortune and pain, of 
poverty and ſickneſs, their gentle mini- 
oY {trations to the ſufferers; their ſtoopin g fo 
meekly to the meaneſt offices of compaſ- 
bon, offices of Which the moſt dittant 
chought would ſhock the falſe refinement 
Nef a gay lady, place them, I muſt own, 
oo me, amidſt all the errours of their 

4 em, in a Point of N highly reſpect- 
le and engaging. Who can help me 
Wo a reaſon, why a. practice ſo Chriſt-like 
not adopted in this country, where the 
opel is profeſſed in ſo much purity ? 
re we afraid of being thought to em- 
race the doctrine of Merit by good 
orks, entertained in that church? It 
Wannot be, amongſt thoſe who have learnt 
truch as it is in Jeſus. None, furely, 
Ts x 


160 SERMON XII. 
was ever more ſelf-denied, on this head, 
than St Paul; yet St Paul was a flame of 
charit v. In his doctrine, and in his con- 
duct, grace and virtue, faith and good 
waths, went hand in hand e and 
viumpkant; 13 
Ah, ye fair ones of Britain, who doat 
on the parade of public aſſemblies, and ſail 
along in the full blown pride of faſhion- 
able attire, of which the leaſt appendage 
or circumſtance. muſt not be diſcompo- 
ſed; thoughtleſs of human wo; inſen- 
ſible to modeſt worth, at that een 
pining in many a ſolitary reſidence of want 
_ ---ye/ gaudy ſlutterers, bc with hard hearts 


under ſoft raiment, how*much'more 


brilliant and beautiful W ould ye appe ar in 
the eye of ſaints and angels, were ye now 
and then to exchange thoſe ſcenes of ſelfiſh 
ſplendour for the gloomy dwellings of 
Vretchedneſs, in order to h gbt them up 

by your pity; and beneficence I bluſh for 
many of my countrywomen , poſſeſſed of 
fortune, who have never yet learned ib 
nobleſt and happieſt uſe; in whoſe ears 
the circulated whiſper of a well-drefſed 
croud admiring their appearance, is a more 
grateful, ſound than She praiſe of widow 
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and orphans ſharing their bounty; WhO 
prefer the empty breath of adulation, to 
the bleſſings of them that were ready to 
periſh. | 

God be thanked, 7 Sha are 3 8 


pleaſure, one lady of rank, whoſe name 
is never mentioned by thoſe hs know her, 
without calling up the, image of Charity; ; 
who, having no family of her own, has 
adopted the indigent and deſerving; whoſe 
whole life, not a ſhort one, has been de- 
voted. to munikicence ; who, in a word, 
| ſeems to regard her wealth merely as a 
fund depoſited i in her hands by the Al- 
mighty, to be laid out with FA ſtricteſt 
faithfulneſs for the god-like purpoſe of 
making thouſands happy. Exalted crea- 
ture! how honourable, indepe endent of 


b thy birth! how bleſſed, to underſtand ſo 
ö well the deſtination of riches! A rare, 
R and, as it ſhould ſee em from this circum- 
c ſtance, a difficult ence! Tally, mi icht 


the poet exclaim, . 


. 


03 
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Among the reſt, I recollect, with peculiar, 
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Jo feel their great ns) : and re- 
© queſt 

— humble friends to help Gem to 

"6 HE betty = -*-- 

* To ſee their treaſures, hear ther glory 

n 

* And Ad oe wretched impotence of 

cc gold. nr : 


He adds, E 


e But ſome, great Gouls! and touch d with 
„„ Warmth divine, © © 
Give gold a price, and teach its beams 
dee 76 fine. 
All hoardẽd treaſures cep re ehute a Jon 
Nor think their wealth rheir own, till 
by well beſtow'd.” 22 e 

Amon gl the pen wy the > Yirtoon 
8 in that celebrated paſfag ge for 
merly ſurveyed, it is fad; „ She ftretch 
eth forth her Hand to the Poor, and 
c reacheth her hand to the needy.” On 


cc 


cv 


* 


which it has been remarked, that after he : 


| induſtry for the acquiring of wealth is de- 
ſcribed, her liberality is next mentioned, 


as being the principal uſe ſhe made of it, 7 
and precedes her providing ſcarlet for e 
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houſehold, or fine linen and purple for 
herſelf, What ſhall we call thoſe women, 
who either never think of the pobr at all, 


or never till they 'have firſt ſacrificed to da | 


perflnity and pride? 

Where are thoſe e pentients of 
this land, that, tke her of Jadea, con- 
vert the inſtruments of their former folly 
and extravagance into matter of humilia- 


tion and piety ; that conſecrate, ſo to 


peak, the ſpoils of Vice, by offering them 
at the feet of their Saviour, while they 
15 proſtrate themſelves there in deep contri- 
tion ?-----The poor you have always with 
you; aud by ſhowing mercy to them, you 


may at once ſhow your reſpect for Him, 


and help to enſure mercy for yourſelves. 


It 18 worthy your. obſervation, „that, in 


8 the Uk of female names recorded in (crip- 


ch renown, that of Tabitha ſtands 


5 with a particular note 'of appro- 


: bation, as ( a, diſciple Who was full of 


* Good Worles, and alms which ſhe did.“ 
What a glorions / memorial! and what 
additional honor does it receive from 


the account immediately following! This | 


excellent woman dies. An apaltle i8f in the 
3 He! is ſent for in haſte; 
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Jo feel their great e : and re- 
cc queſt 
an] Their humble friends to help them to 
« be blelts = - -- 
Jo ſee their wreafures, hear their glory 
„ 
« And aid the wretched. impotence of 
cc gold. 1 25 345 


He adds, . 


But ſome, great Guls! and couch d with 

e warmth divine, 

e Give gold a N „ and teach its beams 

ae e 

«All hoarded treaſures they repte a Jowl 

Nor think their Wealthy their own; till 
oy well beſtow'd. wa F510, 
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* git the properiies of the Virtoos 
1 r „in that celebrated paffa ge for 
merly ſurveyed, it is Tad; „ She ſtretch 
. ech forth her hand to the Poor, and 
< reacheth her hand to the needy,” On 


Which it has been remarked, that after he ; 


induſtry for the acquiring of wealth is de. 


{cribed, her liberality 1 is next mentioned, : 
as being the principal uſe ſhe made of i 
and precedes her Fr oyidin 8 ſcarlet for 0 
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houſehold, or fine linen and purple for 


herſelf, What ſhall we call thoſe women, 
who either never think of the povr at all, 
or never till they have firſt ſacrificed to fu 
perfluity and pride? 25 

Where are thoſe oma penitents of 
this land, that, bke her of Jadea, con- 
vert the inftruments of their former folly 


and extravagance into matter of humilia- 


tion and piety; that "conſecrate, ſo to 


peak, the ſpoils of Vice, by offering them 


at the feet of their Saviour, while they 


| - proſtrate themſelves there in deep contri- 


tion ?-----The poor you have always with 


you; ; aud by ſhowing mercy to them, you 


may at once ſhow your reſpect for Him, 
and help to enſure mercy for yourſelves. 


It 18 worthy your. obſervation, "that, in 
the Wy of female names recorded in (orig: 
ture with renown, that of Tabitha ſtands | 
marked with a particular note of appro- 
bation, as ( a , difciple. who was full of 


Good Works, and alms which ſhe did.“ 
What a glorions memorial! and what 
additional honour does it receive from 
the account irh 
excellent woman Wes. An apaltleis i in the 
. He! is ſent for in haſte; 
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he arrives; he is conducted to the cham- 
ber of the deceaſed. Her female friends 
ſtand by him weeping, and ſhewing him 
* the coats and garments which ſhe had 
« made” for the poor., How natural a 
circumſtance ; and how eloquent! | He felt 
it; „ kneeled hwy and prayed, and, turn- 
ing him to the body, ſaid, with a voice 
of power, Tabitha, ariſe; 5 working a 
miracle to reſtore a life ſo uſeful. From 
this. amiable perſon's being denominated 
in the hiſtory a Diſciple, 1 would only re- 
mark, Tb in thoſe days a Chriſtian was 
known and characterized by real excel- 
lence : whereas every thing now is a Chri- 
ſtian, not excepting her who never, but 
when forced, went into thehouſe of mourn- 
ing ; never know” the joy of giving purely 
for the love of God, without expecting any 
thing again; let me add, never denied 
herſelf one trappin; g of Vanity to clothe 
the naked, nor one indulgence of Luxury 
to feed the hungry .-—--Alas ! my poor 
friend, what wilt thou fay for thyſelf at 
the tribunal of Jeſus? 1 leave vith thee 
that queſtion; anſwer it to thy conſcience, 
as. in Ii! e of; * Judge. You 
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Y have read the proceſs which he he will ob- 
ſerve, nor can you have forgot it. 
On theſe points it were eaſy to enlarge 
at great length, and with exact method. 
I am willing, however, to hope, that, by 
the grace of God, a few hints thus thrown 
out with plainneſs and affection, may ſuf- 
ice to every mind that is open to the ſen- 
timents of humanity ; ; but eſpecially to e- 
very heart that is impreſſed with the prin- 
| ciples of religion. It is theſe. principles, 
my honoured hearers, chat ſerve, beyond 
every thing elſe, to enlarge and inſpire 
thoſe ſentiments. It is the love of God, 
the faith of Jeſus, and the bope of i 114 
mort ality, that chiefly expand affection 
and animate zeal. The Divine character 
is the ſoverei gn ſtandard of benevolence, | 
che Chriſtian inſtitution its brighteſt diſplay, - 
and a happy futurity its higheſt reward. 
Can you'' worſhip: the Univerſal Father, 
and not feel for his family? Can you be- 
lieve in the Common ga eur, and not live 
to thoſe for whom he died ? Can you con- 
: template vonder world of friendſhip, and fi 
not antici pate its Joys, and not cheriſh an 
: ambition that your works of charit y may 
WPraſe * in the gates of heaven? . 
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| aware, that ornament was a favourite ob 


IS E. R M 0 N XII. 
IA. F. emale Meekneſs. | 


1 Pet. ili. 3, 4. - ho ſe adorning, let i 
not be that outward adorning of plait- 
oF the hair, and of wearing of gold, 
or of putting on of apparel : but let it 
be the hidden man of the heart, in that 
_ which is not corruptible, ner the or 
nament of a Meek and Quiet Spirit, 
which” ts in r 1 5 Br Cod of 1 


price. Ir 


. 


T. 3 of ah is, like 
him of the Gentiles; feems to have 
been no ſtranger to female nature, or to 
what becomes it. Both were ſufficiently 


ject with women; and both were too wel 
acquainted with the arts of perſuaſion, to 
think of combating the general idea. IM 
was their buſineſs to make the beſt uſe off 
ſuch a handle. Accordingly, their con- 
verts of that ſex might continue to ſtudy 
embelliſhment as much as ever; only thoiM 
inſpired teachers wiſhed them to direct 3 
right, by turning their chief care to than 
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which was of the greateſt value and the 
: lon geſt” duration, namely, © the hidden 
man of the heart.” The doctrine of 
st Paul on this point we have examined 
© very fully. That of St Peter, now read, 

ve propoſe for the ground-work of our 
_ concluding diſcourſe, with a view to com- 
E plete the plan which we have proſecuted 
chus far. We have reſerved it for this 
: place, as believing, that Meekneſs, culti- 


| E vated on Chriſtian principles, is the proper 
i W confuramation, and higheſt finiſhing, of 


© Female excellence. The ſubject being ſo 
important, may we not hope to. be {till 
© honoured with your attention? 5 
I begin with obſerving, that the virtue 
Win queſtion has its Foundation in the Softer 
; Compoſition of the Sex. That there is 4 
ſex in minds was hinted before. This o- 
Wriginal diſtinction has never, Ithink, been 
better underſtood than by our great epick 
poet. As, in Ins admired work of Para- 
Wie Loſt, he has, with equal judgment 


i and delicacy, nhatkod,, throughout, the 
dy 4 ſeparate characters of the Firſt Pair; fo, 
ein two lines, he has happily Speed the 
1 principal e er of their I Gin, edtive deſti- 
an nations | 
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For e b indie He, and id form'd; 
For ſoftneſs She, and ſweet attradtiv 
Rs cc grace. To 


The virtue of e it is true, our 
religion: requires of all without exception. 
Moſes is celebrated for it in an eminent de- 
gree; and our Saviour characterizes him- 
ſelf by the epithets Meek and Lowly. The 
diſpoſition, in general, may be conſidered 
as Charity's firſt· born, appearing in all the 
mildeſt attitudes of forbearance, gentle. 
neſs, and peace. But ſtill, in men, it may 
be often found connected with the great- 
eſt boldneſs, and moſt undaunted magna- 
nimity. Much for the. honour of true 
courage, it has been obſerved, that the 
braveſt minds are commonly the moſt hu- 


mane, generous, and forgiving. p Theſe . 


ſeveral qualities are beautifully blended in 
many parts of the hiſtory of that man of 
God juſt now mentioned. Nor can you 
Have forgotten the calm heroiſm of our 


Divine Deliverer, together with that dig- 8 
nity of goodneſs which dwelt about him, 


4 in circumſtances of the — * e | 


A for you, my fair pupils we, no doubt, | . c 


* * 
= 
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W with you to poſſeſs ſuch fortitude as im- 


plies reſolution , where-ever your virtue, 
duty, or reputation, is concerned, But, 


cher ſubjects „ 4 timidity peculiar to your 


hielkngneſs, and ſweetneſs, beyond hat 


oman heading an army, ruffing into the 


| ocking ideas. 


ailing form of Peace, robed in white, 


Wiory is, to conquer, by. es: and 


Wen ferociouſneſs, in a man, we often... 
8 <r10ok, ard. are ſometimes diverted 
ch. In a woman; we are always hurt 


N 


them., 1 A loud voice,. A. bold geſture,”_ 
darifg * "countenance, in ſhort, every 


Wor. II. 


along with that, we expect to find, on o- 
ex; and alſo, a degree of complacence, 
ve look for in men. Neither do we, ſo 
far as 1 Know, ever rank amongſt femi- 
Pine qualities Valour, ſtrictly fo called. A 
Whickeſt of the foe, ſpreading ſlaughter and 
Wicath around her, or returning from the 
eld of battle covered with duſt and blood, 
vould ſurely, to a civilized. nature, ſuggeſt 55 
Your beſt emblem, Þdoved, is the 


nd bearing a branch of olive. Like the 
Poſtles and firſt Chriſtians, your higheſt 


fumph by patience. Rounglneſs, and 


ark © bravery, fhall” Peaſe 111 the for- * 
p 
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mer, when his courage is particular ly 
called forth: but in a female we, wiſh no- 
thing to reign but love and tenderneſs ; 
and where they do reign, they will pro- 
duce very different effects. 

No, my friends, you were not e 
for ſcenes of danger and oppoſition. l 
repeat it again; fearfulneſs to a certain 
degree becomes you; not that coward- 
ice wlüch many of you ſhow, and ſome 
of you affect; on every trifling occaſion, 
and frequently without any occaſion at all. 
Such behaviour is, in you, childiſh, and to 
U unintereſting ; ; if not an object of cor 
tempt. But a worthy. woman, ſhrink 
ing from manifeſt hazard; or threatenel 
5 „ e we are always forward and 
proud to protect; While, on the othet 
hand, an intrepid female ſeems to re. 
-nounce our aid, and, in ſume reſpect, io in- 
vade our N We turn away, an 
jeave her to herſelf. 

Let it be likewiſe hſved; FRY 
0 your ſex; manly exerciſes are neyer grace 
ful; that in them a tone and figure, 
well as an air aud deportment, of Moe. 
maſculine Kind, are always forbigding | 
and that men o ſenkbility defre, in eve 


__ it. H_ POV 
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woman, ſoft features, anda flowing voice, 
a form not robuſt, and a demeanour de- 
licate and gentle. 'Theſe are conſidered 
as alike” requiſite and natural; I mean, 
where there is any taſte for drounte = 

am even inclined to believe, that, ſup- 
poſing other circumſtances equal, the 
coarſelt clown would be better pleaſed 
with them than with their oppoſites. 

Vet farther, the aptitude obſervable, in 
all the better kind of women, to com- 
milerate arid comfort, to melt into tears 


with thoſe; pretty i innocents, to mingle in 
all the mild ſympathies and tender chart- 
nes of fe; the wonderful dexterity with 
which they diſarm dernen, „ e re 


ity to an union of hearts, and their un- 
: >—theſe lovely: peculiarities 1 in their tem- 
uns, ſeem additional proofs, chat ſoft- 


tels is * Womaniſh. 
2 


at the ſight or hearing of diſtreſs, to take 
the care of children, to play and prattle 


k they y are r der ſion 5 propen- 
Iutteräble fondneſs where it takes place 5 


1: i erament, theſe finer tunings of their 
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Softneſs, as it is ſtyled, has never been 
imputed to any man by way of reproach, 
Vithout a tacit acknowledgement of this 
truth m your” favour. In the male com- 
poſition, it is certainly a blemiſh, where: 
ever found; in the female, a beauty. 
From rheſe remarks, I think, it: appears, 
that the baſis of the virtue we now re- 
_ . commend is laid in the original make, or 
ſpeciſick character of the ſex. The Super- 
ſtructure which Chriſtianity raiſes upon 
it, or, in other words, the improvements 
it receives from religious r ſhall 
be our next conſideration. 5 Terr 
Thie goſpel is, in truth, the religion f 
human nature; building charity and al 
virtue on whatever is kind, 5 
or praife-worthy 3 in that ;-_correctin g it 
Uiſorders, mitigating. its diſtreſſes, 55 
porting its weakneſſes, and from each e- 
_— g good, by xurning them into mat: 


er of humility and circumſpection, of Faith 1 


5 280 reſignation, of docility and Ea 

Theſe are all connected together; but 
the firſt and laſt are nearly: hed; e ; 
are twin- ſiſters. Humility is ever diſpoſed : 
to ſerve; and ſhe edel che other 2 | 
tar ande fy OG 
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They that have a juſt ſenſe of their.own 
infirmities and failings, will be naturally 
of an unpretending, a forbearing, and a 
forgiving temper. | The reverſe of thisis - 
the genuine offspring, of pride. A proud 
character was never a meek one; Where 
as, there is no act of kindneſs, no inſtance 
of condeſcenſion, which. the ſelf-diffident 
are not ready to perform. They enter 
thoroughly into the ſpirit of thoſs- pre- 
cepts that require Chriſtians to be 
* courteens, to condeſcend to men af 
2 eber, eſtate, e honour to ee 
one another?“ 2” 
We a in your own n . 
lady, lively, agreeable, careſſed; as yet 
unacquainted. with her Maker, rie her- 
ſelf, and with the claims which dociety i 


p- avs on every reaſonable being that is ſent 
e- into Hife. The magick power of Fancy, 
t- ſet to work by vanity, ambition and hope, 
th creates a kind of world within, to which 


ſhe fondly refers that without, as always : 


ut x os" and chiefly ſubſervient. In 
£ his little empire e ſhe fits as a queen, 
{col 


and ſaith in her heart, 1 ſhall ſee no 
u- ſorrow, ' and dreams of conqueſt and 
trigaph, of ſplendid honſes. and- Fhming: 


a 
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equipages, of paſſionate lovers and dif. 
appointed rivals, with nameleſs enchant- 
viſions more, which may never be 
realized; but which ſhe. regards as tha 
moſt certain realities; ; ſo certain, that 
he who ſhould attempt to undeceive her, 
would run the riſk. of being hated as her 
greateſt cnemy. This world of phan- 
toms, it is true, is always fluctuating: 
the gay and the gloomy ſucceed by turns. 
But in each our conceited fair one zs · {till 
the prineipal figure; and the value of 
every thing is meaſured, according as it 
contributes to her importance and eleva- 
on. Hence innumerable iluſtons, and 
ungoverned paſſions ; the ſwelling; of ſelf- 
Aufficieney, and the ſtatelineſs of diſdain; 
violent reſentment, or fullen diſtontent, 
If not treated with the reſpect ſhe ſuppo- 
ſes to be her due; in fine, a total inat- 
tention to the expectations of others, and 
abſolute inſenſibihty to whatever: is beau- 
tiful in an unaſſuming, or noble in a diſin- 
tereſted behaviour. Now, what is it that 
can diſpel -this viſionary ſcene, and dil. 
abuſe the much deluded forcereſs > No- 
- thing ſo effectual as Chriſtianitʒ. 
3 it ſhould pleaſe the Alwighty to ir- 
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preſs upon her heart its ſacred doctrines, 
they'wilt ſhow her, in the moſt affecting 
lights, her own littleneſs, the degeneracy 
and miſery of corrupted nature, the emp- 
tineſs of temporal, and the reality of eter- 
nab things, the duty ſhe owes to her Ma- 
ker, her Redleemer, and her fellow- erea- 
tures; with the 3 of ſecuring the 
Divine Favour,” by-a life of faith, con- 
trition, and charity. By:ſach views, the 
fantaſtiek ſtructures of Pride will be pre- 
fently brought down; and, on their ruins, 
the — and mablleſt; but pleaſing and 
graceful, fabrick of Meekneſo, wil be eaſi· 
Fraiſed. Te ſpeak without a metaphor; 
She will be delivered from the chief caufes 
ef ill hurmeur; fuch, for inſtance, as the 
2 of elt will the exorbitance of 
love, a paſſien for thoſe gritifications 
chat at de diſappoint and enervate, and, 
fſmally, tlie ——— toe much ho- 
mage, and too many c ed. The 
falvation of her ſoul, und ther nit of her 
Saviour, will: heeoihe Her principal db- 
jects : every virtue connected withithele,. 
ill be her habitual ſtudy; and among 
b 4 the reſt << peace, lon g. fuffering, g entle- 
nes, — ng” : Wichick 


8 
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a temper ſhe will not be apt to think her- 
ſelf affronted; that revengeful diſpoſition, 
of which: your ſex have been accuſed, 
even to a any will be her. abborrence; 
ſhe will not dare, for a moment, to with- 
hold from others that forgiveneſs, which 
ſhe is conſcious of wanting from the great 
God to herſelf ; and as for her behaviour, 
in general, to thoſe about her, it vil 
breathe that winning mildneſs which ſeems 
to me the moſt ciſtingnilhing lincament in 
the i image of Jeſus. 
He, my ſiſters, was the perfe& 30 
of kindneſs and courteſy. The Friend 
of Man was his characteriſtick. He con- 
f verſed with thoſe whom the world deſpi- 
{ed ;- He ſtood ſtill to hear the cries, and 
relieve the miſeries of the wretched ; Hen 
even ſtooped. (aſtoriſhing goodneſs l) wil 
waſh the feet of his own diſciples ; the 
© Son of man came not to be miniſter- 
«ed unto, but to miniſter.” The great: w. 
neſs of humility, and the beauty of com- br 
paſſion; He exemplified on all occaſions Wſde 
He ſhowed, by his own practice, tha 
there is hothing; more becoming than th] 
tear of | generous ſorrow, nothing ol 


foothing, as hs language of a benevole 
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Praßt, 7 Jeſus, nee over the grave of 


eng — ſolemn circle in the i 1 
deas of immortality, with the means of 
attaining it, is ſurely an object, by infinite 
degrees, more intereſtin g and glorious, 
than all the conquerors of the earth, 
crowned with laurels, and. riding on the 
car of triumph, with mumberleſ: calves 
in their tram. - 

His inſtitution is * a piece 0 "bis 
chara er. It includes the grand prin- 
ciples of univerſal hum: anity. Every wall 
of partition between the nations it throws 
down; aboliſhing the narrow diſtinction 
of Jews and Gentiles, and exploding the 
illberal oppoſition of . Greeks to Barba- 
$ ans. The ſpirit of conqueſt, for the 
ſake of power, it diſcourages, while it 
[proclaims, enforces, and inſpires peace 

on earth, and good will towards men; 

whom it il; BR to conſider and love as 
brethren, forming one great fanuly un- 
der one common parent, held to gether 
wy charity a as the bond of perfection, and 
wot ſuch account with the Supreme, that 
f 10 gave huis only begotten: Son NW, fey 
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Need I labour to prove, how ſweetly 
fuch diſcoveries as theſe coincide: With the 
diſpoſitions to modeſty; fympathy, gene- 
Tofity, the deſire of pleafing, the 12 
of violence, the horrour at bafbarity, th 
: promptitude to cheriſh tender Eats 
and form endearing” connections, which 
are all ſo natural t to o the worthieſt "part of 
your-fex ?- e 
The Virtues af a Roman Matron, i 
the better times of that republick, * 
on ſome. accounts, to have been * greatly e 
reſpectable. They were ſucli as might 
be looked for, from ber education 2- Nc 
mongſt a people where ideas of prow els, 
patriotiſi an id glory, ran high; Where, 
in effect, eſe” things were regarded 8 
the furnrait of human excellence and fe- 
city. But, not to inſiſt on the nation de 
pride, and un generous prepolleflions, ofan 
which fhoſe ideas were founded, it »M 
manifeſt to me, that whatever force n 
graudeur t the female mind might, in t 
ther views, derive from them, ſuch ad 
vantage was far over? balanced by the lo 
or the diminution of that "gentleneſs an! 
ſöftneſs, Which ever were, and ever vi pa 
be, he ſovereign charm of the  fennakiit 1 
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character. Nor do I wiſh the women of 
Great Britain, who. profeſs a ſyſtem ſo. 
much the more. juſt, amiable. 1 happy, 
to adopt; for the regulation of their tem+ 
per, 855 dere e from that i in 
tente ernten 
1 of. the. moſt. A ds 6h in- 
portant Conſequences of a meek and quiet 
2 in your ſex, let us now proceed to 
ple y. Where Nature has beſtowed any 
kind of perſonal beauty, be it ever ſo in- 
uren, how early is it known, and 
at what-pains are the generality of the too 
| conſcious. poſſeſſors ta. diſplay it, on all 
occaſions, to the utmoſt advantage But 
EL Nature has endowed. the greater part of 
the. ſex. with. a conſtitutional Softneſs, 
which, under right direction, would ren- 
der themunſpcakably more pleaſing: chan 
any. poſſible. attraction that 18 purely ex 
ternal. Vet, how few of, you ſeem ac: 
quainted with its proper uſe, ſo as to turn 
t to any valuable account! What eſteem 
night you not procure, and what happi- 
far communicate, if, inſtead of em- 
oying this: ſoftneſs, merely to foſter. 
Padiion in i yourſelyes or others, you made 
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of a mild and obliging behaviour! How 
prepoſterous to think of any allurement, 


rather than that which ſhould wand a- 


N 


dorn yon as Women! 
The gift I ſpeak of is imparted! in aaf. 


ferent degrees, n with various mixtures; 


nor will any culture prevent a diverſity 
from appearing in individuals, with re- 


gard to this, as well as other features of 


the female mind: neither indeed ou ght i It. 


Such diverſity i is not only beautiful 1 in it- 


ſelf, but agrecably adapted to the various 
and different taſtes of men. But ſtill 
ſome Portion of the quality under conſi- 
deration is abſolutely effential to feminine 
excellence. Like 'every other one, no 
doubt, it requires the guard of Virtue 
and the 8 of Diſcretion. The 
at any good diſpoſition you 

can names. how laudible or how eminent 
ſoever, if you could ſuppoſe it to be 
found alote” would conſtitute a charac- 
ter'extreinely imperfect; and produce ef- 
fects N hurtful. Where an eaſi- 
neſs of temper is particularly prevalent, 
and the ee .uncornmonly ſuſceptible of 


truth 18, t 


warm emotions in the Way of love and 
e : there, without queſtion, a 
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peculiar ſtrain of prudence and fortitude 

is required to prevent a young perfon' 3 

being betrayed into great inconveniencies, 

and dangerous tenderneſſes. But, while T 

confider Þ Meekneſs as the crowning grace 

of a woman, it will be naturally under 
ſtood, that ſome ſhare of the virtues and 

waere en before recommended is 
preſuppoſed. . 

A cultivated mind and delicate ſpirit, 
together with ſtrict principles of conduct, 
will teach you to make the neceſſary 5 
ſtinctions amongſt thoſe you conv Tenth 
with, to join caution with freedom, and 
whe. with a graceful eaſe, you give to 


a modeſt firmneſs to ſupport your own. 
There are few things, perhaps, more 
contemptible than an undiſtinguiſhing fe- 
male, who can ſinile alike upor, all, who 
ſeems prepared for every dne who 
looks as if the freeſt would not be unwel- 


f. come, who ſeatters herſelf among pro- 

- niſcuous objects; who, if I may be in- 

t, dulged the expreſſion, proftitutes to eve- 
of ry vagrant eye, and every new comer, = 


any mental. charms {ſhe may poſleſs, in- 


Vo. II. 2 


- _— 


others. what their characters claim, with 


ſtead of preſerving them for the ima 
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182 SER MON XIII. 
_ cies of yirtucus love, or of ſacred friend- 
ſhip. You will readily conceive, that the 
deportment I would enforge 18 ſomething 
widely different. 

In feb, were ngen, and moral con- 
ſiderations ſet aſide, fuch women would 
not be very pleaſing on the footing of 
female ſoftneſs. alone. Coquettes have 
commonly but little ſenſibility. Their 
natural graces, if any they had, are loſt 
in levity and affectation. While they 
court the regards of all, they have none 
to beſtow upon any. Let what wWas ſaid 
long ago be here remembered, that a 

forward appearance, and light demcan- 
_ our; immediately diſguſt a min of the 
leaſt delicacy; who, if hie be weak enough 
to love the conrt{bip, has commonly bow 
ever ſo much Perception as not to approve 
of her v. ho offers it. But good nature, 
under the government of good ſenſe and 
rea} worth, will engage our eſteem with- 
out flattering our folly, and reach that 
juſt ſtandard of the female character, 
which conſiſts, in 2 ſine compoſition of 
gentleneſs and dignity, of ſweet compla- 
cence and virtuous reſerve; the happy 


and its oppolite extreme. 

As the formerof theſe is moſt directly re- 
pugnant tothat lovely quality which we are 
now conſidering, I will proceed to offer a 


few remarks upon it; willing to rectify t the 
notions, were it but of one of your ſex, on 


a ſubject, which, in the preſent age, may 
be reckoned, by ſevere judges, leaſt of all 


neceſſary in diſcourſin; g to young women. 


That a prudiſh behaviour is never ſin- 
cere, I will not take upon me to affirm. 
It may ariſe ſometimes from an original 


£15 gidity, or ftrange iuſenſibility of make. 


1 tpeak not of the diſlikes that women 
conceive to particular men, while from 
others they are by no means unſuſceptible 
of kind imprefſions. Neither do I ſpeak 
of thoſe females whoſe firſt addreſs is fre- 


quently forbidding, occaſioned by a pe- 


culiar reſervedneſs of manner rather than 
temper, not at all | incompatible with good 
affection; ſince it evidently Mears off in a 
little, wad that exceſſive baſhfulneſs gives 
place, on proper encouragement, to a car- 
riage equally courteous and modeſt. But, 
where a woman bears, amongſt candid 


ſpitits, the character of a prude, there 1 


Qz 
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medium ſo hard to hit between PIETY | 
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muſt confeſs myſelf tempted todoubt both 
her honelty and, her n er ee ok 

Chis we are ſure of, that it is v ery com- 
mon for people to affect moſt the appcar- 
ance of thoſe virtues which they leaſt pol- 
ſeſs. What they want in reality they would 
fain ſupply in ſhow, afraid of ſuſpicion, 
where they are conſcious of guilt; where- 
as thoſe that are ſound at heart, are ſel- 
dom apprchenſive of being lead «A 
good man ſhall be Gatisfied from him- 
e ſelf,” and generally leaves others to 
collect his principles from his practice. 
An honeſt confidence, in the rectitude of 
his own intentions, begets a ſimplicity cf 
manners, that Ueſpiſes oſtentation in all 

caſes, and ſuperſedes profeſſion in moſt. 

I do not mean Religious Profeſſion, which 
a good man will never think unneceſſary 
though he will always, make it with mo- 
deſty. In ſhort ;- true virtue, whether 
male or female, 1 is, like the _ beſt ſeen 
in its own lighglt. 

Of a defect of ſenſe 3 is an in- 
diſputable proof. It never ſucceeds in its 
attempts to impoſe. A woman of this 
character is conſidered by our ſex. as a hy- 
pocrite ; by yours as a hypocrite and alpy 
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at the fame time. Both are incited to a 
keener inſpection into her conduct. On 
the leaſt failure in that, both are provoked 
td ſharper reproach; EY ſhould the un- 

gracious difſembler at laſt drop her diſguiſe 

altogether, the triumph over her 1s uni- 
verſal: nor is a miſcarriage ever forgotten 

which was preceded by pretenſions to ſu- 

periour ſtrictneſs. In any caſe ſheis a diſa- 

greeable creature, whom none can love, 

and whom moſt will fun. How juſt the 

words of an ele gant writer on this lubject | k 


« Virtue is amiable, mild, ſerene; . 


0 Tisu iglineſs! in its molt frightful form.” 


„ in the ſingle ſtate, ſhe will be regarded 
- with a mixture of hatred and contempt. 


r When 1 ſay this, every one will recollect 
n che imputation which las been ſo frequent- 


Iy brought againſt Unmarried females 
1- WW 2t that age. Is it an unpleaſant idea? 
ts The inference is plain: Let it be your 


15 care to lay in now ſuch a ſtore of good 
„humour and Chriſtian meekneſs, as, min- 
py gling with other agreeable acquiſitions, 
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N Without all beauty and all peace within: IJ 
The honourof a Prudeis rage and ſtorm; *o 


f Should ſuch a woman live to grow old 
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may prevent the advance of fe from 
ſpoiling your cheerfulneſs, or robbing yo you 
of that benignity which communicates a 
grace to every condition, Ari of that: con- 
ſequence which youth And beauty alone 
caimot preſerve Eſtäbhiſlrit betimes, as a 
certain maxim, *that to be in narried 1s 
neither thec one nor the chief thin g 'needful, 
Are all in that ſtate happy! Or muſt ſhe 
be neceſſarily unhappy Who is not in that 
Rate ? + May not a ſingle woman be viſe 
and virtuous ? and, if wiſe and virtuous, 
will ſhe not be contented? and, if con- 
tented, is {he'not happy in the beſt ſenſe; 
48 cl o as can be expected in the mixed 
and variable lot of mortals ? Is: there any 
wing vrong in this reafoning ! ? Tf it be 
right now... "ill it not oe right ten, fit- 
teen, twenty years hence? And, in the 
mean while, do you not ſee women, in the 
ſituation ſuppoſe ed, who, from the Sood 
neſs of their temper, | breeding g⁵ and andcr- 
ſtanding, are objects of tender regard; a 
regard ſo much the more valuable, that 
it is entertainded by the w orthieſt of their 
acquaintance, that it is no longer a tribute 
tevied by the power of beauty, or aided 
by the influence of 1 but the _- 


%. 
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reward of genuine merit; a merit tried by {| is 
time, and matured by reflection Ha 5 
But do ye imagine, that thoſe only are 
ibegarthiand weided, Who are peeviſh, IM 
fretful, or ſuſpicious from age! Depend N 
upon it, that ſuch ckſpoſitions are always 
digulting; -were ſhe that indulges Wert, 


blooming 45 the ſpring, or beautiful as 
the day. No heart Was eyer won by dif- 


N 
tain ; no lover was eyer kept by coldneſs. WW 
Aman whom the extfavagance f his pal MW 
ſions has weakened may /fabmitfor a whe 
to tlie ulant ars, and even infotent lf 
treatment, of a female chat is handfome WM 
and young. *Nay, ſuch is the debility | 1 
ſometimes produced by this paffion in men WM 
of little fpnit or low undlerſtanding, that 
bad uſape, 4 blended Nith fits of kindneſs, 
Tthall actually make them doat the more. 
But What thalt we fay of that woman, 
Who, finding”; a man in her power, ſports 
Witli his heart, and, „ to ſhow her dominion, + 
plays the ty raft ? Alas The knows not, 
tliat true gr HTO conſiſts in generoſity, 
that a gracefulcomphance is mexpreſſibly . 
pleafing, and that a man of worth may be 
for ever obliged by a noble frankneſs. She 
forgets too, how ſoon an innnoderatefond- 
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neſs is cured by connubial familiarity, and, 
what ſevere revenge may be taken r 
| marriage by him whom ſhe treated ill be- 
fore it, were he diſpoſed to retaliate. 
But you want to maintain your di gnity; ; 
and why not? Would you do it in the 
moſt effectual manner? Worth andunder- 
ſanding are the proper means. Haugh- 
tineſs is always little, violence impotent, 
and peeviſhneſs the infirmity of a child. 
Worti and underſtanding confer a con- 
ſequence thatis ſeldom in danger of being 
deſpiſed. She who ſhows a juſt ſenſe of 
what belongs to her as a Woman, and 
as a Chriſtian, will engage reſpect with- 
out ſeeking to command it. From her, a 
word, a look, expreſſive of virtuous diſ- 
dain or ee eee will daſh the 
boldeſt offender, if not uncommonly ob- 
durate indeed. Nor can ſhe probably be 
often obliged to bear the company of a 
 wretch, whois proof againſt the lighten- 
ing of ee provoked. Be aſſured, 


on the other ſide, that good nature Well 


placed will never leſſen your value. 


Look up, my fair ones, to the Firſt 
Lady of this land, and learn affability : 


learn to know, that, however grandeur 


e 
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may ſecure external reverence, it is good- 
neſs only that inſpires heart- felt eſteem; 
that Royalty itſelf derives luſtre from 
Meekneſs; and that the higheſt preroga- 
tive of rank is the power of enn : 
felicity more largely. Happy Prince! thus 
to have found a companion, by whoſe 
cheerful temper and gentle manners the 
cares of government are ſoftened, and 
that ſatisfaction is enjoyed at home, which 
the ſplendour of a crown cannot confer. 
luſtrious Pair! ! hve long bleſſed in each 
other and in your children, briglit ex- 
amples of nuptial ſanctity, parental af- 
fection, and domeſtick joy. — The Per- 
ſonage I ſpeak of ſeems ſo thoroughly 
good, fo. naturally. obliging, that I can- 
not doubt but ſhe would: have proved 
ſuch in any ſtation. But certain it is, that 
from thoſe who are placed in the higher 
walks of life, a. little condeſcenſion, a 
litle favour, gives great delight... Is it 
„not wonderful that women of birth and 
| fortune ſhould not pleaſe more generally, 
when they Te pleaſe at ſo ae a 
b rate? 
But not to dwell on thoſe diflinetions s 
y what man is not charmed with an ami- 


TIE 


„ 
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able courteouſneſs in any young, woman, 
eſpecially if otherwiſe attractive? Even 
common toad th is grateful. Put would 
ye be reſiſtleſs? Acquire a habit of fixed 
attention. It is a fort of ſilent tlattery 
truly n , and withal perfectly | in- 
nocent. To the moſt attentive perſon in 
company you may obſerve the converſa- 


tion almoſt always directed; while by in- 
terruption, liſtleſſneſs, or a vacant look, 


in thoſe that are proſent, every creature 
that offers to ſpeak is ſure to be morti- 
fied. As a ſmall degree of knowledge 
_ entertains in a woman; fo frem a woman, 
though for a. different dein, 2A ſmall ex- 
preſtion of kindneſs delights particularly 
if he have beauty. But, in truth, wath- 
out uttering a word, ihe Has it in her 
power iby this ingle mark 'of good breed- 
ing to. captirate more than I can tell. In 
thart, liſtening to the perſan who-ſpeaks, 
with a recollected, mild, and ſteady a- 
#ſpedt, which nothing frivolous-can divert, 
is, perhaps the molt valuable ſecret in the 
whole-{cience of · genuine politeneſs. From 
an agreeable young woman to and intel- 
ligent man it is incredibly ſoothing . 
If to your · natural ſoftneſs you join that 


og, 
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Chriſtian meekneſs, which I now preach, 
both together will not fail, with the aſ- 
ſiſtance of proper belles ion and friendly 
advice, to accompliſh you in the beſt and 
trueſt kind of — You will not 
be in danger of putting yourſelves for- 
ward in company, of contradicting blunt- 
ly, of afferting poſitively, of debating 
obſtinately, of aflecting a ſuperiority to 
any preſent, of e the diſcenarſe, 
of liſtening to yourſelves with apparent 


fatisfaction, of ne glecting hat is advan- 


ced by others, or of interrupting them 
without neceſſit. 

When theſe are not the effects of mere 
youthful. folly, and, even then, they are 
diſpleaſing, it is plain, they proceed chief- 
ly from pride and vanity. But, we faid 
before, that meeckneſs is nearby allied to 
humility, and mightily. aſſiſted by it. If 
you be truly humble, you will manifeſt a 
noble forgetfulneſs of yourſelves, with a 
becoming reſpect for others; a diffidence 
of your own ſentiments, with a deference 
to theirs in doubtful points, or in ſuch as 
they are intitled to know better; a readi- 
nels to learn of every one, with a diſpoſi- 
tion to give each an opportunity of appear- 


2 reſpect without feeling the leaſt, and in 
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ing with advantage, and thus to make all 
happy in their turn. Where the prevail- 
ing modes happen to be innocent, you 
will not affect to qiſplay the refinement of 
your taſte, or the ſtrictneſs of your prin- 
ciples, by a ſcrupulous ſingularity, or a 
faucy contempt of the opinions and man- 
ners of others. Nor will thoſe conteits 
and differences about precedency, form, 
and faſhion, which inflame fo many of 
pour ſex, intereſt minds that have learnt 
the dignity of yielding, and that deſpiſe 
the littleneſs of pride. In a word, the moſt 
important branches of Chriſtian * eeding 
you will practiſe with eaſe and pleaſure, 
from an internal principle. A meek de- 
portment is the natural and ſpontancous 
growth of a lowly mind. Politeneſs in 
vou will be the. offspring of the heart. 
How much preferable to that ſpecious, but 
hollow complaiſance, ſtudied by the fa- 
fſhionable and the falſe; which conſiſts in 
an artful diſpuiting of their own paſſions, 
and a flattering application to thoſe of 
others, in a ſupple framing of the face to 
all occations, in profeiling the greatel 


hiding very often the worſt deſigns under 


the ſmile of familiarity, and the ſhow of 


religion which he had learnt from the 
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friendſhip | 

1 uſed the phraſe Chriſtian Breeding 3 ; 
that kind of courteſy which I point out, 
being expreſsly enjoined by one of the 
writers of the New Teſtament. Perhaps 
you think of St Paul, that accompliſhed 
apoſtle, who himſelf became all things to 
all men, that he might gain ſome. Such a 
precept might have been readily ſuggeſt - 
ed, by his early cducation, in a ſeat: of 
learning, and would bave come very na- 
turally from the hand that drew ſo Divine 
a picture of Charity, the parent of Meek- | 
neſs. But the fact is, that it fell from the 
pen of an illiterate man, bred to the 
rougheſt of all employments. It was St 
Peter, the inſpired fiſherman, that ſaid, 
© Be courteous :?*---to intimate, that the 
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meek and lowly Jeſus, was able to ſoſten 
the keeneſt, and ſabdue the hotteſt tem- 
per; and even give gentleneſs to one 
trained amongſt winds and waves. 
What ſtrangers to the ſpirit of the goſ- 
pel are thoſe women who have never con- 
troved their own humours; whoſe looks 
are contempt, a and whoſe Wl ds are arro- 
N 
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gance; whoſe general demeanour, unleſs 
when they are propitiated by adulation, or 
foothed by ſubmiſſion, isbig with inſolence 
and ſcorn ? How ſhall we expreſs our hor- 
rour at thoſe female furies, that, loſt to 
decency and every mild ſeeling of their 
ſex, can abandon themſelves to - all bit- 
- © terneſs, and wrath, and anger, and cla- 
© mour, and cy il-ſpeaking, and all ma- 
6c lice!” (It is better, (ſays Solomon), 
5 40 dwell 3 in a corner of the houſe-top, 
than with a brawling woman in a wide 
<« houſe: he might have added, or in a 
magnificent palace. In ſo doing, he would 
have probably ſpoken from experience; 
ſince it may be preſumed that ſome of 
thoſe eaſtern ladies, who. bad by their 
beauty enſlaved, the unhappy monarch, 
were willing now and Py by their 
| © rongues, to convince him of tl Ir prero- 
gative. The ſaying; of WE of Sirach, 
ON. the. ſme. ſubject 5 18 Vet ſtrong er, as 
well as more ironical. A loud crying 
© woman, (ſays he); and a ſcold, {hall he 
« ſought out to drive away the enemy.“ 
'That ſpirited writer, ſgtirizes the female 
vices, in general, withdreat freedom ; but 
there is ſcarce any of them, which ke more 
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frequently or more ſeverely expoſes, than 


this of unquietneſs and ill temper. 


When a woman of ſuch di: Doſitions 
enters into the nuptial ſtate, what wretch- 
edneſs can equal his to whoſe lot ſhe falls? 


To be tied for life to a being whom nei- 
ther reaſon can convince, nor patience 
win, nor any thing conquer, but main 
force; a domeſtick plague, a boſom-fiend, 

from: whom only her death or his own 
can deliver him—-myſterious Providence ! 


who can unfold hs reaſons of thy pro- 
cedure, when ſuch is the portion of a 


good man; who, mild himfelf and ami- 


able, would have given and received pe- 
culiar felicity, had he been connected with 


ſome gentle female ? 

But let it be remembered, that violence 
is not neceſſary to 7 ga ill temper. 
Obſtinacy alone will do it. Let me con- 
jure you, by all that is dear and lovely, to 
guard againſt that. Be aſſured there is 
not a man living, whole affection it does 
not chill, let him be otherwiſe ever ſo 
warm an admirer. There may be thoſe 


| who, during the ſhort reign of Beauty, 


will fapport | it. But that belt g over, and 


the icination of appetite diſſolved, a diſ- 
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putatious, perverſe, arid ſtubborn female, 
will always offend; and, where there is 
any mandood left, will often pr ovoke to 
a dangerous degree. In the mean time, 
every one who is not in love will be diſ- 
guſted; nor can any charmof underſtand- 
ing, or of perſon, compenſate in a Vo- 
man the want of ſoft compliance, and 
meek fſubmiffion. ' Theſe the men are 
taught by nature, by education, and by 
cultom, to conſider as your duty, and 
ther right; neither will they be cafily 
brought to diſpenſe with it. Some of 
them you may ſubdue; but you can per- 
fuade none of them1 * a different ſyſtem. 
If yet, after all, you will place your glory 
in deſpotick rele mſtcadof kind attraction. 
chooſing rather to tyrannize over daſtard- 
ly ſlaves, under the form of huſbands, than 
to influence thoſe huſbands as tender 
friends; what can We ay, but that we 
pity them much, and you more! For the 


dea of a little paltry power, aſumed with- 


ont title, and exercifed witholt diſcretion, 
to give up the worthieſt triuniphs of your 
ſex, how mean, and how miſerable ! 

Tell it not in Gath, 'publiſh it not in the 
« ſtreets of Alkelon: leſt the daughters of 
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the Philiſtines reioice, leſt the daughters 
of the uncircmmeiſed en f | 
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VVV 
On F emale Meckneſs. 


1 Pet. iii. 3, 4+ . haſe adorning, let it 
not be that outward adorning of plait- 

ing the hair, and of wearing of gold, 

or of put. ing on of. apparel : but let it 

be the hidden man of the heart, in that 

_ which is not corruptible,' even the or- 

nament of a Meek and Quiet Spirit, 
which is in the ſight of God 4 Aer 


chad 


8 a 3 to your 4x, I cannot 1 
bear lamenting, that fo many of 
; | them ſhould loſe their conſequence, by 
| building it on qualities inſufficient to ſup- 
port it. Dreſs and ſhow will never long 
| captivate any but ſuperficial minds. The 
reign of youth, and beauty are neceſſarily M0 
ſhort. Mere vivacity may amuſe 1 in a girl, 
but in a woman cannot give laſting g de- 
h ght; and triſ ing accompliſE ments are all 
·0% feeble to 3 8 the heart. Vet ſuch 
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198 SERMON XIV. 
things, I am ſorry to ſay it, are the only 
ſources. from whence the generality of 
young women at preſent ſeek to derive 
their power. In this purſuit, the unmean- 
ing applauſe, or momentary admiration 
of a few, is ſuppoſed to be found a ſupe- 
riour and 1 importance with all. 
What are the effects? From that moment 
female ſoftneſs is forgotten; 3 Chriſtian 
condeſcenſion is held mean; E zumility, 
the parent of almoſt every excellence, is 
1 utterly deſpifed; and hence a perpetual 
aim at proud dominion, inſtead of that 
obſequious majeſty aſeribed by the poet to 
innocent Eve an aim, indeed, frequent- 
ly thwarted in theſe her dau ghters, an d, 
when ſucceſsful, productive of a triu ph 
always lat to us ber ſons-—-Hence 
too an unnatural compound' of coquetiſh 
allurement and affected prudery,'in place 
of thoſe genuine attractions which are at- 


tendant on modeſty and ſweetneſs; hence, 


to ſay no more, rivalſinp in figure, and 
quarrels for conqueſt, without end. How 


often, alas! have we ſeen theſe things 


diſgrace the ſingle ſtate. Nor need we 
wonder, that, from habit, they are often 
carried i into the con mju gal; with this dif⸗ 
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ference, that che folly and preſumption, 
before diffuſed and practiſed on all, are 


now, perhaps, concentered and turned 


upon the huſband. Would you, my dear 
charge, avoid a conduct ſo indecent and 
unhappy ? Would you ſecure, in both con- 
ditions, an-ifluence. equall y. jult and ami- 


able? To all other virtues and attain- 


ments befitting your ſex, learn to join 
Meekneſs. Meekneſs is followed with 
every honour, while ſhe. arrogates none. 


Female Meekneſs the better part of man- 


kind have always conſpired to crown with 
never-fading wreaths of love and of praiſe. 
It is thine, thou fair form, to, command 
by obeying, and, by yielding, to conquer. 
In the family of Religion, many daugh- 

ters have done virtuouſly, but thou ex- 
« celleſt them all.“ 


The merits of this molt lovely grace I | | 


e engaged to diſpl ay. Its import ance 
in the married ſtate I mentioned in the 
cloſe of my laſt diſcourſe. Let me preſs 
hat conſideration, and then proceed. 


In the paſſage from which we have 
e our text, the apoſlle exhorts Chri- 
ſtian women to be in ſubjection to their 


own huſbands, adding, as a motive which 
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20 8 ER MON XIV. 

deſerved their regard, . that if any obey 
** not the word, they alſo may, without 
the word, be won by the converſation 
c of the wives, while they behold your 
&« chaſte converſation, coupled withfear ;” 
and ſo he goes on to recommend that meek 
and quiet ſpirit, which ought to be their 
principal ornament. With relation to the 
particular caſe by him ſuppoſed, his mean- 
ing evidently is, that thoſe his female di- 
{ciples might, by a pious and exact de- 
portment, full of ſweetneſs and modera- 
tion, gain their huſbands over to a reli- 
gion, which they had not yet embraced; 
but which they would be no longer able to 


reſiſt, when they beheld and experienced 


its happy effects on the tempers and man- 
ners of their wives. To every excellent 
woman, that, in this way, has been inſtru- 
mental to ſave a foul from death, we may 
addrefs, though in a lower ſenſe, thoſe 
VWords which were ſpoken by Gabriel to, 
the Virgin Mary on a great occaſion, 
« Hail! thou that art highly favoured, the 
„Lord is with e Een art 2 a- 
„ mong women.“ 

I cannot do jultice to this wax of my 
argument without e g/ that there 


an of 
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ts reafon to fear much of the worthleſſneſs 
of many married men, as well as much 
of the unhappineſs both of them and 
their partners, muſt be imputed to the 
Turbulent Paſſions or Uncomplying Hu- 
mours of the latter. Such is the ſame- 
| neſs of the matrimonial ſtate on one 
hand; ſuch its cares on the other; and, 
t is but fair to add, ſuch the indiſpoſition 
of numbers of men to be long delight- 
ed, that, to preſerve the attachment of 
a huſband unimpaired, the utmoſt atten- 
tion, and the mildeſt complacence, are 


commonly re 1 on the ide of che 
woman. 


4 Fen in th 8 des, where fas 
SS oe Rav "0-7 

Has equal love and eaſy fortune given; 
Think not the W d, that all 
is done 

The prize of happineſs ouſt ſtill be won; 
And oft the careleſs find it to their coſt, 
The lover in the huſband may be loſt : 
The graces might alone his heart allure; 
bros Fhey abc the Virtues meetin ing tt ſe- 
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I am aſtoniſhed at the folly of many 
women, who are ſtill reproaching their 
huſbands for leaving them alone, for pre- 
ferring this or that company to their s, for 
treating them with this and the other 
mark of diſregard or indifference; when, 
to ſpeak the truth, they have themſelves, 
in a great meaſure, to blame. Not that 
I would juſtify the men in any thing 
wrong on their part. But had you be- 
haved to them with a more reſpectful ob- 
Jervance, and a more equal tenderneſs ; 
ſtudying their humours, overlooking their 
miſtakes, ſubmitting to their opinions in 
matters indifferent, paſſing by little in- 
ſtances of unevenneſs, caprice, or paſlion, 
giving ſoft anſwers to hafty words, com- 
plaining as ſeldom as poſſible, and making 
it your daily care to relieve their anxieties, 
and prevent. their wiſhes, to enliven the 
hour of dulneſs, and call up the ideas of 
felicity : had you purſued this conduct, 1 
doubt not but you would have maintained 
and even increaſed their-eſteem, ſo far as 
to have ſecured every degree of influence 
that could conduce to their virtue, or 
Nur mutual ſatisfaction; ; and your houſe 


% 
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might, at this day, have been the abode 
of domeſtick bliſs. 

There may, it is true, be ſome huſbands 
whom no goodneſs can impreſs. We 
owned it before: but {till we have ground 
to believe, that of men who would have 
turned out better, had they met with 


diſcreet and obliging women, multitudes 


have been loſt by the inattention and ne- 
glect, as well as not a few by the imper- 
tinence and perverſeneſs of their wives. 


Little do many of you think how caſily 


the heart may be alienated. A generous 
readineſs to make every kind allowance 


for what may be amiſs in others, 1 18 Per: 


haps the rareſt quality in the world; it is 
however one of the moſt neceſſary, in the 
ſeveral connections of ſociety, but eſpe- 
cially in the neareſt of all connections. 
And yet, how few huſbands, compara- 
tively ſpeaking, have the good- nature to 
exerciſe it towards the companions of 
their life! How ſoon after marriage does 


it often happen, that everyerrour 18 mag- 


nified into a fault, every fault into a vice, 


and often a lingle look is conſtrued hto 


I know not what enormity ! One great 


lource of this mulery 1 is, that moſt men 


x 5 
n * , * * ä 
— . re EMO AC 9 mae LE ASA, — — 
= * 2 a 2 


204 SE RM O N XIV. 
expect too much from the women they 
marry, expect to be always received 
with ſmiles, and cheriſhed by endear- 
ments; forgetting that they do not al- 
ways deſerve them, that thoſe women 
are like themſelves, imperfect, that even 
the beſt temper will be hurt by circum- 
ſtances, and that the brighteſt ſky can- 
not for ever remain unclouded. But, 
notwithſtanding all this, it continues true, 
that women might often do much more 


to pleaſe. Their dropping to the hu- 


ſband, as we have frequently ſeen, thoſe 
engaging manners which they practiſed 
on the lover, is impiety and diſtraction at 
the ſame inſtant; as if the ſolemn Vows 
they made at the” altar were words of 
courſe, and their only concern was to be 
married, not to be happy, or to pain a 
heart, not to keep 1 3 hey are apt alſo 
to fe get in their turn, that the compla- 
cence and obſequiouſneſs of courtſhip ſel- 
dom extend into wedlock ; that the rep- 
tures of a common alien are neceſſarily 
ſhort; that an attachment without ten- 
derneſs, or at moſt an affection without 
delicacy, is as much as can be hopct 
from the ordinary run of huſbands; and 
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that to preſerve even this requires both vi- 
gilance and gentleneſs. 

But that vigilance which is forced will 
be frequently ſuſpended; and that gentle- 
neſs which is put on will be always pre- 
carious. Therctore we with you to ac- 

quire early the habits of ſelf-controul, and 
to cultivate from principle a meek and 
quiet ſpirit. This you will do with ſuc- 
cels, if, imploring and depending on the 
grace of God, you make conſcience of 
curbing dean the iraſcible paſſions of 
nature, of ſubmitting calmly to the daily 
mortifications of life, of generoully yield- 
ing to thoſe about you, and particularly 
of condeſcending to perſons of low eſtate. 

I have never ſeen a woman eminent for 

> the laſt of theſe qualities, who was not 


I excellent in many other ways. Reſpect to 
) ſuperiours may be enforced by fear, or 
- prompted by intereſt, and is therefore no 


- MW demonſtrative proof of a good heart. But 
P habitual mildneſstothoſe of inferiour rank, 
is one of its ſureſt indications. That 
young lady cannot have abad mind, who 
readily enters into the diſtreſſes, and 9 
tionately contributes to the felicity, of 
thoſe whom Providence has placed be- 

„„ 8 | 
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neath her. In reality, there is no ſuch 
diſcovery of your tempers as your treat- 
ment of domeſticks. She is always the 
worthieſt character who behaves beſt at 
home, and is moſt liked by the ſervants. 
They are the trueſt jadges of a woman's 
diſpoſitions, becaufe to them diſꝑuiſe is 
laid aſide, and they fee her in all lights. 
An unaffected propenſion to uſe them well, 
without partiality and without caprice, 
argues a confirmed benevolence. Thoſe 
- who uſe them otherwiſe, V ill urge indeed 
their mercenary ſpirit, their want of gra- 
titude, their want of worth; and ſuchcom- 
1 8 may in many A be too well 
founded. But Eumanity is noble, and 
will rife above httle confiderations; Chri- 
ſtianity is Divine, and will not be overcome 
of evil, but will overcome evil with good. 
A faithful ſervant is a treaſure, intitled to 
every poſſible mark of regard ; and ſome 
ſuch there certainly are in this country. 
But it muſt be confeſſed, the generality 
of that claſs are often bighly provoking : 
they are ever: ready to corrupt one another; 
and there can be little attachment where 
there is no principle. Nevertheleſs, I am 
per ſuade d, that treating them withtender- 


ww 
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neſs when ſick, and with gentleneſs at 
other times, without making them con- 


fidents, would, joined to a wiſe and pious 


example, go farto pain andreform many 


of them. At any rate, condeſcenſion and 
8 generoſity to thoſe of lower ſtation, will 
always give ſatisfaction to that mind i in 


which there is real ſuperiority. oo 
Your behaving handſomely to your 
friends, and courteouſly to all with whom 

you converſe, though not ſo certainly 
characteriſtick of the virtue I paint, will 

yet be a natural and agreeable effect of it. 


Meekneſs is like the light, which ſpreads 


itſelf every where : though, like the liglit 


too, it pleaſes maſt where | it is leaſt 3 1 
ed for. To carry on the reſemblance; WW 
like that it will be ſometimes ed, , 
but like that alſo, we cannot bear its be- | 


ing long abſent. Starts of petulance may 


be forgiven to proſperity ; fits. of fretful- | 


neſs are natural to affliction : but what 
can be pleaded for harbouring a Paſlion- 
ate or a Peevith . eaſily provoked; 
and hardly pacifted ? 


When I have ſecn a w oman in a rage, | 


L have always wiſhed for a mirror at hand 


| t ſhow her to herſelf. How w ould the 
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258 SERMON XIV. 
have ſtarted back from her own image. 
if not an abſolute Demon! To thoſe of 
ſuch a ſtamp I have nothing to ſay but 
this, that a place waits them where their 
rage will have its full ſcope for ever. But 
ſome are of a calmer ſtrain, ſour, fplene- 
tic and ſullen; not leſs unchriſtian, or 
leſs unfemale than the others, and on one 
account mach wor ſe. In thoſe the ſtorm 
breaks and clears ; in theſe all is ſettled 
gloom, that adivits no ſunſhine, that pre- 
ſents no proſpect of the cheerful kind. 
For vulgar and unenh ghtened ſpirits, thus 
continually overcaſt, there may be ſome 
excuſe, from the want of better inſtruc- 
ion, that might bave helped to. correct 
their natural inſelicit) of temper. But 
What ſhall be ſad for babitual rancour, 
deep reſentment, and cool malignity, in in 
thoſe women who, together with under- 
ſtandings originally good, (for ſome ſuch 
there ere), have enjoyed the advantages of 
books and converſation, of elegant breed- 
ing and knowledge of the world? In 
truth, their beads ſeem to have ſtarved 
their hearts; and the talents they poſſeſs 
ſerve only to n Werk colmpleter de- 
mens. 
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It is a ſtrange miſtake of many who 
think, that, provided they do not indulge 
to one particular paſſion, they may give 
a looſe to all the reſt : as ifa woman could 
offend only by incontinence; or as if her 
not committing a ſin to hich perhaps, 
from the coldneſs of her complexion, ſhe 
has no propenſity, or from which ſhe is 
reſtrained by the dread of immediate in- 
famy and ruin, would atone for the com- 
million of others without number; for 
vanity and arrogance, for ſelfiſhneſs and 
envy, for ſuſpicion and revenge, for un- 
bounded cenſoriouſneſs,. or the blackeſt 
malice. I am ſufficiently aware that Pride 
may not comprehend the remark, and 
that Uncharitableneſs may not forgive | it: 
but no candid hearer will miſtake me 
when! ſay, that, however ſcandalous, and 
however deſtructive, the luſts of the reſh 


may be, thoſe of the mind are yet more 


heinous, being the proper and peculiar 
image of the worſt and wickedeſt being 
in the univerſe; in one word, een in- 
fernal. 
Our Maſter e thi. diſtinction 

A and was not afraid to ſhow that he ; 
underſtood it. In the capacity of a teach- 
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er he converſed freely with publicans and 
ſinners; he treated them tenderly: he 
came not, as he himſelf ſaid, © to call the 
e righteous but ſinners to repentance.” 
What gentleneſs did he not Oy to the 
poor creature taken in adultery ! What 
forgiveneſs of the well-known female pe- 
nitent, who but a little before had been 
plunged in diſorder and ſhame! Such, he 
declared, ſhould enter into the kingdom 
of HAVE more readily than the Scribes 
and Phariſees, in ſpite of all their ablu- 
tions and prayers, their frequent faſtings 
and ſpecious demeanour ; a proud, ſelf- 


Juſtifying, and moſt beret: ſet of 


men, whom he ſcrupled not, for theſe 


reaſons, to r yh « the Makiren of 
* the devil.” Let me perſuade you, 
from the example of your Saviour, to 
learn Pity towards ſuch as have gone a- 
ſtray. How ungracious in women not to 
ſhew mercy to women! Let me prevail 
with you never to expreſs a ſaperciliors 
contempt, or unforgiving ſeverity, on 
the ſubject of thoſe hapleſs beings whoſe 
_ miſery "8 for commiferation yet loud- 

er than their cyimes call for cenſure. 
Which of you can be ſure that ycu 
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would not have yielded to the ſame temp- 
tations which overcame them? Where 
are thoſe perfect characters that. can an- 

{wer for their own ſtability? Who made 
you to differ. from the wretchedeſt of 
human kind: Believe, me, Chriſtians, 
the moſt genuine virtue is always the moſt | 
humble, and the moſt charitable.---Mer- 
ciful heaven | may the beſt; gifts of thy 
Providence, and the ſweeteſt influence of 
thy grace, deſcend evermore on that bleſ- 
ſed Eſtabliſhment, which has opened a 
1 ſanctuary for wretched females, weary of 
vice, and willing to reform. May all 
its benefactors obtain mercy in the day of 
the Lord. What ſuperiour honour does 
ſuch an Eitablillunent, with its ſiſter inſti- 
tution, that happy Aſylum for the helpleſs 
young creatures of your ſex who are yet 
uncorrupted, reflect on this nation! They 
are truly the moſt diſtinguiſhing glory of 

Britain; the faireſt flowers, if 1 may ſo 
2 ſay, 1 in al the e of g reg huma- 

nit a 
* let n me r ecomm ind to you Candour, 
Ws regard to your ſex in general, as 
. well as compaſſion towards the unhappy 
part of it. Ah! my fair clients, what 
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ſhall we ſay in your behalf to thoſe men 
who are always telling us of your ill-na- 
tured remarks, or illiberal inſmuations to 
the diſadvantage of one another? Such 


as reſign themſelves, without controul, to 


this accurſed paſſion, we give up at once 
with indignation” and abhorrence. Thoſe 
wilful and deliberate deſtroyers of repu- 
tation are of their father the devil, who 
« was (an accuſer, and) a murderer 
from the beginning ; nor, while they 
do his works, will it avail then aught, 
though, lke him, they could in other re- 


ſpects transform themſelves into angels 
„of light.” No luſtre of beauty, no 


brilliancy of underſtanding, can, even 
among the warmeſt friends of the ſex, 
make compenſation for the ſpirit of cen- 
ſoriouſneſs in a female. For my own part, 
J conſider good- nature, and candid ſenti- 
ments, as ſo peculiarly indiſpenſible in e- 


very woman, that, when 1 want to eſti- 


mate the character of any young lady, I 
take the firſt opportunity of commending 
highly ſome perſon of her own ſex, and 


about her own age, but rather younger, 


whom ſhe knows, and who is deſervedly 
a favourite with the men. If without he- 
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fitation, reſerve, or a ſingle But, if, with 
apparent pleaſure and cordiality, ſhe joins 
in the praiſe; I am willing, from that 
moment, to form a favourable opinion of 
her heart. I may be nuſtaken : it may 
be all artifice ; but, for the moſt part, I 
think not. If, on the contrary---But I 
need not expreſs the reſt. Inform us, ye 
ſtudents of human nature, what it is in the 
female mind that, without the reſtraints 
of ſuperiour worth, inclines it ſo ſtron gly 
to the love of ſcandal? I am diſpoſed to 
hope, that, beſide the competitions for- 
merly explained, it may be often owing 
to the acrimony produced by diſappoint- 
ment, and often to-the-habits.contracted 
by alſciating. with thaſe who, having 
no fund of entertainment in themſelves, 
are forced to ſeek it at the expence of o- 
thers. Be it owing, however, to what 
it will, one thing 1 is certain, that a prone- 
neſs to indulge it is always deteſtable; as, 
on the other hand, ſhe who has the ge- 
neroſity to approve moſt, will have always 
the ſatisfaction of being moſt approved; 
and for the beſt of qualities, an anwable 
. temper.---No, my fair ones, nothing can 

make amends for the want of that, It 
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is ke wiſdom; * It cannot be valued 
Vith the gold of Ophir, with the pre- 
“ cious onyx or the ſapphire. The gold 
and the cryſtal cannot equal it; and 
the exchange of it ſhall not be for 
«© jewels of fine gold. No mention ſhall 
« be made of coral or of pearls : for the 
price of it is above rubies. The topaz 
$<:0f Ethiopia ſhall not equal it.“ Pre- 
ferve it, dearly beloy ed, and cheriſh it 
for ever. 

Let the law of Badben“ be in your 
tongue. A froward mouth and per- 
s verſe lips put far from you.“ Guard a- 
| gainl every word. , againſt, every hint; chat 
Worua give pain unneceſlarily to. any crea- 
ture. Beware of miſtaking pertgeſs for 


_ vivacity, or petulance for ſpirit. Trem- 
ble at the thought of ſacrificing friend- 


co 


ſhip to a Jeſt. Indulge in no caſe a pro- 


penſity to contradiction, or the itch of 
criticiſm. Be not haſty to draw charac- 
ters, in general companies eſpecially. 
Whenever you do, be fure to touch on 
hat is praiſe-worthy : ſomething praiſc- 
worthy there is in every character. Over 
what is culpable throw the vail of charity | 
as often as you can. As well in this as in 
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other reſpects, . charity ſhall hide a mul- 
e titude of fins.” When the abſent are 


condemned, juſtify their conduct, if poſ- 


ſible; extenuate it, if not: ſome cireum- 
ſtance of extenuation may be almoſt al- 
ways found. If, in your judgment of 
human actions, you mult frequently err, 
let it ever be on the favourable fide ; and 
remember, that one of a noble nature 


had much r ather be thought humane than 
_ witty, ſimple than ſevere. Show your- 


ſelves pleaſed as often as you really are 
ſo; and you will ſeldom fail of pleaſing. 
John to all the reſt the magnanimity of ap- 


plauding freely in other women that beau- 
ty, and thoſe accompliſhments, which 


you yourſelves may chance not to poſſeſs, 
or to poſleſs only in an inferiour degree. 
How lovely and great will you appear by 


an unaffected attention to ſuch maxims ! 
The ſparkling of vit, or the ſplendour of 


fortune in others, may amuſe and dazzle 
for a time; but you ſhall ſecure ſolid and 


x laſting rial Your ſociety will be 


ſought, as caſy and ſafe; your friendſhip 
will be prized, as ſincere and aflectionate; 
in your tender boſoms your acquaintance 


will long to repoſe theirhearts; and, from 
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yonr ſympathetick manner of entering in- 
to their concerns, they will receive conſo- 


lation. 

But, is there r no dan ger 1 ſinking into 
inſipidity, by ſuch a behaviour? Not 
the leaſt, if it be accompanied with thoſe 


other qualities which women ought to cul- 
tivate. And what ſhould hinder the ſoft- 


eſt ſpirit of your ſex from acquiring, if 
ſhe will, any one virtue or accompliſhi- 
ment proportionate to her capacity? It is 


poſſible, indeed, that ſach a caſt of mind 
may be attended with leſs reſolution in 
difficulties, with leſs endurance of afflic- 

tion, with leſs acuteneſs of wit, or leſs 
force of underſtanding; ; i but, by due pains 


taken with herſelf, a woman of this fort 


will, I apprehend, beyond all others, im- 
prove into that form of character, which 
we would willingly convince you is the 
moſt beautiful in a female. 1 here are, 


I will acknowledge, now and then, in 
ſome of a different mould, certain little 


caprices, or lively ſallies and ſtarts of hu- 
mour, that are not unpleaſing on parti- 
cular occaſions. But then they require to 


. be dannen by decency, and blended with 


* 
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ſenſe ; nor muſt the great principles of 
good affection be ever forgotten. 

Amongſt the many other advantages 
reſulting from female meekneſs, I muſt 


not omir to mention how much it will 


conduce to Perſonal Attraction. As it 
commonly implies calm paſſions, ſo it 
naturally produces, or bappily promotes, 


that ſerene manner which is always en- 


gaging, (a flutter never is), and which, 
meeting a ſentimental mind, refines very 


readily into a gracefulneſs of mein, more 
real than any that is acquired in gay aſ- 


ſemblies, and, to an obſervant eye, much 


more alluring. Imagine a circle of hand- 
ſome young women, where one is diſtin- 
guiſhed above the reſt by a flow! ing, yet 
compoſed affability ; ; by a meek look, 

and modeſt carriage, in which there ap- 


pears no conſciouſneſs of beauty, no re- 
turn upon herſelf, no ſtudy to become 
the object of the company, no viſible at- 
| tention to her dreſs or perſon, but a re- 


collected air and ſteady regard to thoſe a- 
bout her; what ſuperiour pleaſure and 


reſpect will her preſence neceſſarily in- | 


ſpire! Sappoſe her, if you will, entirely 
flent, from a diſpoſition to give place to 
VOI. II. 2 4 
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others, who may ſeem more deſirous of 
talking; will not her very ſilence intereſt ? 
But when, on finding room left her to 
ſhare in the diſcourſe, ſhe delivers herſelf 
with that ſweetneſs of voice which often 
accompanies mild affections, expreſſing, 
in gentle unſtudied accents, ſuch 3 
ments as are worthy of her character; 

leave you to gueſs the effect on every 45 
ceptible by-ſtander. Alas! my friends, 


what is all the momentary laſtre you are 


continually labouring to give thoſe lips, 
compared with the permanent beauties of 
a layely: Mind, 7 breathing from them in 
Agrecaß e converſation ? ? 8 me add, 


in full Mon, * vil be often. ſeen 


beaming in the eyes with a bland ſenſibi- 
lity, and ſportin g on the countenance in 
placid ſmiles, more ſoft than the ſofteſt 
glow of a ſummer evening; ; efÞ cially, 


when the mind i is at any time exul ted into 


 livelier emotions of benignit y and joy. 
Or once more let us f poſe, that aſhic- 


tion has given to fach a face a calt of 


ſolemnity and langour; it will Rill retein 
a kind of ſober charm that is ine xpreſſ bly 
affecting. In truth, beauty never touches 
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he heart fo deeply, as when, with a ſweet 


Chriſtian meekneſs will 1 of particular 
uſe to prevent the Artful Behaviour ſo 
frequently complained of in women, and 
in many inſtances ſo juſtly; The com- 
plaint, I confeſs, comes with an ill grace 


ſex; nor can I doubt, but many of the 


think themſelves juſtified in baffling art 


and reſiſtance, they are too apt to pals 


of them carry it, till they become mere 


book, motion, and minute proceeding, is 


— 


unreluctant ſurrender, it ſeems ready to 
faint under the ſhock of misfortune, or the 
load of ſorrow. But to proceed: | 

I would take the liberty to obſerve, that 


from thoſe men, whoſe daily ſtudy it is, 
in one ſhape or another, to impoſe on the 


latter would have more ſincerity, if the 
others had leſs deſign. They probably 


by art; and + By the ſcience of defence 


to. chat of ſtratagem and attack. It is 
marvellous indeed to what lengths many 


compoſitions of hypocr iſy z where each 
ingenuous feeling is loſt, and every word; 


A ke. Whether it be that nature has 

given them more ſubtilty, or that educa- 

tion has taught them more diſguiſe, or 

235 ther condition affords them greates | 
1 - 8 


| 


220 SERMON XIV. 
teiſure to think of ſuch things, or that 


they are willing to make up in wiles 
what they want in ſtrength ; whether it 


be owing to one, or to all of theſe cauſes, 


I know not: bat the fact is this, that 

there are very few men able to contend 

with a cunning woman in her own way. 
Nevertheleſs, J muſt inform ſuch diſ- 


ſemblers, that cunning is not true ability; 
it is at beſt but left-handed wiſdom; it 
carries with it an obliquity, and an impo- 


tence, that a noble mind will, and that 
a capable one ought to deſpiſe. I need 
not ſay, that it is diametrically oppoſite 
to the ſimplicity of the goſpel, which 
admits our being «wiſe as lerpents,“ on- 
ly ſo far as is conſiſtent with our being 


„ harmleſs as doves.”” The maxims of 


a virtuous ace are comprehenſive 3 
and ſhe who has learnt,” with an humble 
reliance on heaven's direction, to apply 
them as oecaſion requires, Will never 
want the aſſiſtance of ärtifice. In ſFort, 
artifice is very often a feeble auxiliary, and 
almoſt conſtantly betraying thoſe that 
truſt to it. Fond prepoſſeſſion, or un- 
ſuſpecting candour, may, no doubt, be 
cally deceived by female dif guiſe; ys. it 
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is difficult to act a part long. Diſſimu- 
lation will ſometimes let fall the maſk ; 


and he has not the ſpirit of a man, a 


does not abhor. and ſcorn the detected 


impoſtor. Mean while, what a laborious | 


taſk is hers! How anxious, ignoble, and 
wretched! From this, my fair diſciples, 


native goodneſs and Chriſtian meekneſs 


will ſave you. By being what you ought 


to appear, you will be under no tempta- 


tion of appearing what you are not. An : 


obliging converſation, and ſoft deport- 


ment, will. proceed from you freely, as 
from a living fountain. Having no bad 


| Paſſions to conceal, your thoughts and 


manners will be tranſparent. Truth will 


be your prompter, While Diſcretion is 


your guard. In you Virtue will wear her 
mildeſtaſpect, without conſtraint and with- 

out ſtud ly. The baſeneſs and barbarity 
of inviting and encouraging addreſſes » 


which you mean not in the end to accept, 
you will avoid and deteſt. A proflered 
heart you will refuſe with civility and gra- 
titude, where you cannot return your 


own; or, where you can and ought, you 


will accept with generoſity and affection, 


Let me add, upon the whole, that as e- 
T3 
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very mode of diſſimulation is equally in- 
judicious and unbecoming, ſo ſhe will al- 
ways be the moit attractive, while ſhe is 
the only honourable character, who cul- 
tivates genuine worth inftead of artificial 
forms, and practiſes undiſſembled ſweet- 
neſs inſtead of fictitions courteſy. 
Such a one was Habella, the darling of 
all who knew her. It is true, ſhe lived 
where virtue was not eclipſed by fortune, 
and where depravity of x 7815 did not 
prevent the admiration ofexcellence. Her 
mind was very early accomphihed; it 
was that of a woman, when ſhe was yet 
but a child. It ſhone in her face with 
a generons warmth, and, at the ſame 
time, a calm intelligence, ſeldom ſeen in 
a countenance ſo young; it produced in 
her whole deportment a mixture of ſoft- 
veſs and dignity, whichſhe alone did not 
perceive., In company, the merits of 
others, not her own, engaged all her 
attention. She was never pert. Her 
diffidence kept her too frequently ſilent : 
when ſhe ſpoke, it was with ſweet fim- 
plicity and finiling refpe&. - Her voice 
was melody itſelf, without that frivolous 


-_ whine which is often occaſioned by dif- 


WE iw 


ſembling, and often by affectation. A- 


der and exalted; it was the interpreter of 


fulfilled from inſtinct ſanctified by piety; 
a piety, in which meekneſs ſtill preſided. 
Heaven beheld ſo gentle a Git with 


Pang ko come; took her to itſelf, in all 
the purity of unt ainted virtue. She was 


Was no way alarmed... Young : and beau- 
tiful, admired and happy PY» ſhe farrenders 


-miſhes a proof, that ſentiment and meek- X 
neſs conjoined, are ſuperiour to all other 
allurements; and chat diſpoſitions at once 
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mongſt her intimate companions ſhe was 


ſprightly and playful : for them ſhe felt 
the enthuſiaſin of friend{hip. Her pen 
flowed in a ſtream of ſentiment alike ten- 


her heart. Every duty becoming her 
ſtation, and confiſtent with her years, ſhe 


complacence, and: took her away from 
ſeized on a ſudden: 1 then ſaw her : the ſhe 


ed her ſoul with a ac reſignation? the | 
ſmiled in her laſt r moments; the ſimile re- | 
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She was lovely and pleaſant inher life, and 


| inherdeathanobjetof univerfaland affec- | 


tionate lamentation. Her little ſtory fur- 
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mild and virtuous require neither dif] . 
nor heightening. | : 
I preſume you know, that the lan guage 
of inſpiration repreſents the internal cha- 
racter under the notion of a perſon or li- 
ving form, which it ſtyles the Old or the 
New Man, according as the. principles 
of {in or of holineſs have the aſcendant. 
By the ſame figure of ſpeech, the inward 
graces and decorations of a Chriſtiaſt are 
here termed the hidden man of the hear t, 
„ in that which is not corruptible; 
to contraſt them with that corporeal 
beauty, and thoſe external embelliſh- 
ments, which are immediately palpable 
to the ſenſes, and like them ſubject to 
| decay and corruption. Thus it is that St 
Peter would call off your too anxious at- 
tention from inferiour, outſide, and ſhort- 
lived attractions, whether original or aſ- 
ſumed, ta ſuch as are of ſupreme value, 
bein 8 in their nature ſpiritual and immor- 
tal. Nor does he ſimply reſt there, but 
farther recommends the latter as highly 
Acceptable to your Maker, even the or- 
„ nament of a meek and quiet ſpirit, 

« which is in the echt of God of great 
« price.” 


— 
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Such a ſpirit indeed bears a near reſem- 
blance to his own molt merciful and bleſſ- 
ed attributes, to his well-beloved Son, 
and our divinely beneyolent Saviour, to 
thoſe good and happy creatures that con- 
ſtitute the angelic world, and to all the 
excellent ones of human kind, both on 
earth and in heaven, that belop g to the 
ſame great family of love. Such a ſpirit 
proceeds directly. from the common Pa- 
rent, and cannot but be pleaſing to its 
Author. What ſays St James! © The 
4 wiſdom that is from above is firſt pure, 

© then peaceable, gentle, and eaſy to be 
© intreated, full of mercy and good 
„ fruits. Such is the temper of Chri- 
ſtianity, and ſuch are its effects. 

To cheriſh them in yourſelyes, let all 
the preceding conſiderations incite you; 
but, above them all, be engaged by the 
Divine ambition of bein g approved by the 
Sovereign Judge and Rewarder of excel- 
lence. - What can be added to ſuch an 
argument; or what can we offer upon it, 
that will be any way anſwerable to its dig- 
nity? To appear beautiful in the eye 
of God; to be beloved by the Monarch 
of the univerſe 3 to be admitted, Xx 1 
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may uſe the phraſe, as ſo many fair and 
ſhining pillars into his temple below; 
while he contemplates each. with a plea- 
fing aſpect, and purpoſes to remove them 
in due time to his ſanctuary on high, 
where they ſhall remain —2 coonlaſiin g 
delight, as well as the never-cealing ad- 
miration of ſurrounding cherubim---Great 
Creator! what can equal ſuch exaltation 
and felicity? And can any of you, my 
hearers, be ſo deſtitute of every nobler 
ſentiment, as not to aſpire after privileges 
kke theſe! Unmoved by ſuch ideas, can 
you turn away with impatience, and run 
to ſcenes of dreſs and {how with the ſame 
kttle inglorious paſſions as before*; pre- 
ferring to the approbation of the Eternal 
the ſlighteſt regards from the ſillieſt mor- 
| tals? 20 thou ſenſeleſs creature, and 
boaſt of being admired by the butterflies 
of a day: See what they will do for thee, 
when He whoſe favour thou neglecteſt, 
and for ſuch things ſhall cauſe thy © beau- 
«© ty to conſume like /a'moth,”” and. thy 
heart to fink within thee like a ftone. 
Imagination ſhudders at the thought of 
' that day, when thou ſhalt enter, trem- 
Hing, f forſaken and OG thoſe diſmal 
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regions which the voice of adulation can- 
not reach, and nothing ſhall be heard but | 
ſounds of reproach, and blaſphemy, and 
wo; where, ſtript of every ornament 
that now decks thy body, and ſtript of 
that body itſelf, thy mind mult appear 
without ſhelter or covering, all deform- 
ed and ghaſtly y, mangled-with the wounds 
of deſpairing guilt, and diſtorted by the 
Violence of envenomed paſſions, while de- 
mons ſhall mock at thy miſery. Save us, 
Almighty Redeemer, fave theſe young 
people from a doom fo dreadtul ! 
Would you concur to prevent iv? Be- 
gin with reſtraining the love of ornament; 
ar rather, turn that dan gerous affection 
into a higher channel, and let it flow: it 
will then become Taft; uſeful, noble. 
Here you will have ſcope for the lar- 
geſt fancy. To the alen ning of your 
Minds we wilh you to ſet no bounds. In 
dreſſing the ſoul for the company of ſaints, 
of angels, of God himſelf, you cannot 
employ too mnch time or thought. In 
ſtudying and culivativg© the hidden 
*© man of the heart, you will every day 
diſcover new charms, that will improve _ 
with age, blooms! in ſickneſs, live indeath, = | 


A 
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| ſviee* the deſolation of the grave, a- 
ſcend triumphant to the world of perfect 
beauty, and continue to brighten under 
the ſinile of heaven for ever . Ina word, 
all the beſt thin gs in the creation together 
with the Creator himſelf, concur in lovin g 
and honouring a beauteous mind 
Nor is this a diſtinction for which you 
muſt contend with too many competitors. 
Carry the paſſion for dreſs almoſt ever ſo 
high, you will {tl have the mortification 
to find ſome one or other outſhine you in 
taſte or in magnificence; but the palm 
of wiſdom you may bear away from the 
greater part unenvied, if you will only 
allow them .the fuperiority of faſhion. 
Oh! that I knew how to awaken, on this 
ſubject, the ſpirit of ambition in thoſe 
who are ſo prone to indulge it on a thou- 
ſand others. Happy preacher, couldſt 


thou behold thy hearers filled with emu- 


lation to excel one another, in all the mo- 
deſt graces and mild accompliſhments 
that can adorn tlieir ſex! Happy Britain, 
were this the ra in which Religion, , With 
her whole train of Virtues, might ile in 
to repute amongſt thy children; in which 
thy ſons _ be fas plants grown bp 
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e in their youth, and thy © daughters 


as corner ſtones, polithed after the ſi- 
| militude of a Palace! * 


CONCLUSION. 


I that many things advanced: on the 
ſubject of Women, in the courſe of theſe 


Sermons. will be deemed, by the gene- 


rality of his own ſex, too ſoothirip; while, 


by the majority of yours, many will *. 
judged too ſevere; ſuch is the force of 
prejudice on both ſides. That he bhim- 
ſelf is quite impartial, it is impoſſible for 
him to be certain. He can only ſay, that 


he has honeſtly endeavoured, according 


to the beſt of his capacity, to hold the 


balance even. Throughout the whole; he 


had but one ſingle point to ſtudy ; Which 


Was, to advance what he believed to be 


true, and what he hoped; at the ſame 
time, might be uſeful. He knew, and 
conſidered, that he is accountable at a 
higher tribunal than any upon earth. If 
he has withed to pleaſe, it was from a 
0 ſolicitude for your 10 to edific:- 
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| H E preacher can readily ſuppoſe, 


. 
2 1 - , 1 
nn pr . — 8 (ISP * 
ZASErEL Pon Gs =» ES * 


230 COANCLUSION. 
tion.“ If he has happened to offend, 
it was without malignity or deſign. 1 
ſhould be ſorry to be counted your ene- 
my for telling. you the truth. But his 
concern in that caſe would be for you, 
not for himſelf ; he is ambitious of your 
approbation, but he is much more ſo of 
his own. | 
His happieſt days han ing van chiefly 
paſt in the converſation of women of 
worth and underſtanding, it is certain, 
that for ſuch he has ever entertained a 
peculiar eſteem. He pretends not indeed, 
that, even amongſt them, he has found 
any jewel without a flaw. But, not- 
withſtanding their imperfections, juſtice 
exacts from him this teſtimony, that, 
when they have, in any tolerable degree, 
approached to the ſtandard of What we 
have ſo often ſtyled Female Excellence, 
they! have appeared to him, with a few 
exceptions, in favour of che other ſex, 
by far the devouteſt worſhippers,” the 
warmeſt friends, and tlie moſt ſenti- 
mental, as Well as entertaining compa- 
nions. What he has pr incipally to la- 
ment is his meeting with fo ſmall a num- 
ber, Who have had. cleyation enongh to 


practiſe an entire ſimplicity of manners, 
ſenſe enough wholly to forget their per- 
ſous in the. company of men, and meck- 


neſs enough to be quite content when not 


the objects of immicdiate attention 
If the preacher has endeavoured, upon 
the principles of candour, to accouut for 
ſome paſſions in the {ex that ſeem at 
firft fight leſs innocent, or leſs excuſable, 


it was cnder the finRion and unpreſtion 


of that great evangelical law; Judge 


not that ye be not judged; For with | 
«© what judgment ye judge, ye ſhall be 


40 Judged: - and with what meaſure ye 


© mete, it ſhall- be meaſured to you a- 
« gam.“ If he has addreſſed thoſe young ; 
per {dn s wlio' formed his audience, in a 


ſtyle of peculiar tenderneſs, the treaſon, 
in plain terms, was becauſe he felt it; 


nor does he think, that either as 1 | 


or as a preacher, be ought to ſuppreſ, 


if he could, an affection which nature has. 
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anplanted, And Which, kept within pro- 


per bounds, Religion does not prohibit. 
If he has attempted to inſmuate in- 


ſtruction under the ſiniles of compla- 


cence, or to enforce admonition with the 


fervours of friend{hip;' ſay, ye. en of - 
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the age, is he really to blame? Is an au- 
ere countenance the proper face of zeal, 
or a diſtant formality the genuine matk 
1 _ :of holineſs? To diſguſt by rudeneſs, or 
to difcoutage by rigour---is that the Way 
to win ſouls? Was it the way of the apo- 
tles, or of their Maſter? Merciful Sa- 
Vviour! what words can paint thy benig- 
nity, into whoſe lips grace was poured, 


WhO didft e not break the bruiſed reed, 


nd quench the ſmoking flax, whole 


JS character was like that of thy Father, 
love? I touched before on the Spirit 
that breathed in his teaching : let me 
Juſt add here, that his Parables, which 
made ſo great a part of it, were pomted 
to the imagination no leſs than to the 


| heart; preſenting the ſtrongeſt pictures 
=< of life and nature, at the ſame time that, 


| by theſe very means, they impreſſed the 
8 nobielt leſſons of piety and truth. To 
| ſpeak in general, will any one ſay, that 
the ſeverity of cenfure muiſt never be 
ſoftened, nor the awfulneſs of fo! lemnity 


ttempered; not even When che preacher 


has the vouthful and the Gay for his 
chearers? They ſurely are ſtran gers to 
| true Wiſlom who: ſuppoſe her monitions 
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incompatible with cheerful | images or r-joy- 


ful ideas; ſurely thoſe are unacquainted 
with the human mind, Who hope to re- 


form its errours, withour conciliating g its 
_ affections, or think that the tutoring of 
terrour alone will produce the e of 
goodneſs. = 

5 In ſome ſentiments which x: have * 
fered to your conſideration, I ſhould not 
be furpriſed if I have been taxed with 
idle refinement. We live in an age, 
when whatever is held by the Few moſt 
ſolid and valuable, is by the Many de- 


rided as viſionary, or decried as inſigni- 8 


ficant. In the preſent age, an aceompliſh- 
ed female is apt to be ſfunned under the 
notion of a learned La ady 3; ; and the Vir- 
tuous Woman of the Proverbs would be 


in danger of being ridiculed as a com- 


poſition of affectation. In this age the 

ſubject of dreſs and ornament, I am 5 
to acknowledge, is better underſfood tha: 
formerly; but in cheſe how often: are mo- 
deſty, frugality, and ſimple elegance, 


given up to levity or faſtion, to van 


competition or nuttaken appearance? In 


this age the ſtrictneſs of female: decorum, 


aud the reli rings of female reſerve, mnt | 
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224 Nn SVON: 
expect to be conſtrued into ignorance of 
the world, if not into hypocritical airs 
f fornale: ſanctity. In this polite age, 
I had ahnoſt aſked, where is the man 
that believes any woman: to be modeſt at 
heart; and where is the woman that 
dares bo be ſuperiour to the follies of her 
ſex ! A paſſion exalted by gener oſity, and 
| refined by fentiment, in which the man, 
not the equipage, was regarded, in v/hich 
the higheſt gratifications of ſenſe were 
the loweſt objects of affection - ſuc li a 
paſi ion is now conſidered by the generality 
as romance. Such lovers might exiſt in 
the days of old, or poſlibly may , be, yet 
found in the- Feen of retreat; but 
in the gay world, where all is tainted 
with ſenſuality, and ſacrificed to ſhow, 


they would appear too ungenteel to be 


| refpectable, and tco infipid to be happy. 
| Here, alas, how few have the fertitude 
to live to their own hearts, the worth to 
| cultivate the joys of friendſläp, or the 
ſoul to ſeck conjugal felicity in conjugal 
eſteem |! 1 Amidit: the hurry and dillpa- 
tion of rn the projiigacy or in- 
lignifica nc2 of play, the futility or fri- 
Valouſneſs of for: ma Wong's ; what re- 
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gard or what roomis left for ſelf- poſſeilion 
or mutual confidence, for rational con- 
verſation or improving ſtudy, for the 
pleaſing cares of a family, or that amiable 
mixture of minds without which: ſocial. 
life is modyh diſguiſe or mean mdulgence?. 
Is it neceflary to add, : how ſcanty a por- 
tion of time is now given to private de- 
votion; how little the Sabbath is made 
a day of reſt from the toil of pleaſure; 
or the tumult of paſſion; and to what 
banter, from the licentious of both * 
ſhe is expoſed, ho would fill up the 
duties of that day with ſeriouſneſs, re- 
verence, and conſtancy? Let me only 
luhjoin, chat the modes of dreeding now || 
eſtabliſned for young women are ſuch, 
that compoſure and ſoftneſs are hardly |} 
deemed conſiſtent, that a demeanour per- 
fectly attentive is in hazard of paſſing for 
want Lee and a temper thorou go 
N for want of ſpirit. 
But what are you to infer from all 
this ? 'That you muſt . follow a mul- 
<<. titude to do evil, or relinquith, Wit- | 
dom, becauſe ſhe is renounced by fools ? 
No, She till continues to be juſlified 
of her children . and be aftured, my 


— * 


TID IE 7 nw» ek 


235 CONCLUSION... 
dear auditory, that thoſe very fools ſhall 
be forced one day to acknowledge her 
worth. A few ſhort years rolled away, 


and this gaudy ſcene will diſappear. 


Where are now. .many of the miſerable 


flutterers, that we have ſeen fret their 


hour on the Rage of Vanity? Doctrine 


| like this They too once deſpiſed as idle re- 
iſmement, or diſreliſhed as nauſeous dul- 


neſs. Do ye imagine they. are of the ſame 


- mind {till ? How, think ye, will it appear 


to yourſelyes in the decrepitude of age, 


; and on the bed of death! By what 8 


dard ſhall you then with to have regulated 


yourſelves ; by that of reaſonable women 


and virtuous believers, or by the manners 
and maxims of a diſtracted and 12 ; 
age! 
Againſt the latter let m- warn you, by 
every thing that is. prudent and good, by 
all that-can promote the, importance of 
F ley ſex, the reformation of ours, and the 
Apr el of both; let me warn you, in 


the name of your country, in the name of 
your poſterity, in the name of God ! Suf- 


Fer not Folly to deceive or Flattery to a abuſe 
Fou. The time cannot be very diſtant, at 
Which beauty ſhall fade as a flewer, by 
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the courſe of nature: the eds may be | 
near at hand, when. it ſhall ſhrink at once, 
under the 8 of diſeaſe. However 
Fou Ay. try to forget it, life is all uncer- | 
tain: and when thoſe eyes, now full of 
lucid ſpirit; ſhall ſink in darkneſs, when 
: ont complection, now bright and bloom- 
„Hall die away into a livid hue, and 
men iſhall turn with horrour fromthoſe fe- 
tures which they behold at preſent. with | 
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delight; what will the world avail you, or A 
the world's applanſe ! Death, I ay, Death 
is no courtier; he will ſhow you to y 
ſelves as you really are, diveſted of every - 


external decoration and ſkin- deep allure- . 
ment. If deſtitute of mental acquiſitions 9 
and moral graces, the unfading luſtre of A 
an enlightened: ſoul, © the hidden and in- 
8555 corruptible man of the heart; what 4 
Vill it avail you that you are now fair and _ f 5 
flattered? The reputation of wit, the 1 
Popularity of politeneſs, the profeſſion of 
piety itſelf, will, in that conjuncture, be 
alike ineffectual. It is only the retroſpect - 
of capacity well employed, the conſtiouſ⸗ 
neſs of benevolence worthily exerted, and 
me principles of faith and hope poſſeſſing 1 | | 
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$ 238 coNncLUSION 
the mind n wil _ ſupport and glad- 
den it. 0 WIT 
Where chang] IS n but a picture of 
virtue, or a few ſhadowy: qualities that 
may ſubſiſt without: any real excellence, 
death will hide them for ever in the night 
of deſpair. The blackneſs of darkneſs 
Vill cloſe upon the naked and wandering 
ghoſt; while its loathſome remiulns are 
| Signed to oblivion and putrefaction in 
tme priſon of the grave;with the proſpect 
of a worſe doom hereafter . But where 
there is a living image of true goodneſs 
begun in this ſtate, death will deliver it 
Vith ſafety into the finifliing hand of Eter- 
nity, to be produced wich every mark of 
honour in the open view of heaven; where 


” its now mortal partner, reſcued from the 


diſhonours of the duſt, and brightened 
into the graces of eternal youth, ſhiall re- 
Join it in triumph to ſuffer the pang of 
ſeparation no more. Everlaſting Jeho- 
vah! what a crown of joy will it confer 
upon the preacher in that day, if. this little 
' ſervice ſhall be rewarded with the ref ec- 
tion of having contributed to the ſalva- 
| tion or improvement of any of theſe 
1 ws perſons whom he now-addr clics | 
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CONCLUSION. 12 
If ever thine ear was open to my cry, 
hear me, O Lord! hear me, in their be- 
half. What cannot thy Spirit perform, 
perform by the weakeſt hand? May that 


Spirit “ ſeal them unto the day of re- 
5h demption !” „At that glorious period; 
may I meet you all amongſt “ the re- 


«. deemed of the Lord;'' happy to ſee 


2 you ſhining, with immortal ſplendour, in 
the general aſſembly and church of the 


<< firſt-born ;- tranſported to think, that 
I {ſhall live with you for ever; and join 2 
in the gratulations of your fellow-an gels 


around the throne of God, when He ſhall, 
in the ſight of all, clothe you with the 
# garments of ſalvation, and cover you 


© with the robe of righteouſneſs, ' as a 
„ bridegroom is decked with ornaments, 


1 and as a bride is adorned with her Jew- 
eK. en | 
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